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4313 Herrick Lane 

4333 Rolla Lane 

Holiday House Decorating Contest Winners 
by David Santek 

 
Due to technical problems we were unable to get photographs of all the winners. The following are not 
shown: 4225 Odana Road, 418 Owen Drive, 560 Toepfer Avenue, and 602 Gately Terrace. We apolo-
gize for the omission. 
Terrace. 
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4026 Birch Avenue 

522 Holly Avenue 
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County Budget Protects Public Safety and Human Services 
 

By Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk 
 
 
Budgets are about more than numbers.  They are about values and priorities.  Our 2005 county budget 
of $413 million controls property taxes, improves human services, enhances public safety and pre-
serves our lakes and natural resources. 
 
We held, again, to a tough standard--to limit a property tax increase to the rate of population growth 
plus inflation—3.49% this year.  You can expect elected officials to work together for the common 
good, and that is what we did. Your property tax assessment falls from $2.89 to $2.70 per thousand 
dollars of assessed value.  As an example, the average county property tax on a Madison home of 
$205,859 produces an increase of $6.86.  
 
The Sheriff’s budget gains $3 million in local taxes, outpacing the increase in the budget as a whole.  
To reduce traffic accidents and fatalities – where we are sadly a leader in the state –we create a new 
Traffic Safety Team.  We also worked out a yearlong lease of 30 cells in Sauk County’s new jail, at a 
reduced rate per cell, to significantly assist the Sheriff in reducing overcrowding and shipping costs for 
jail inmates. 
 
Our Human Services Department worked hard to qualify for $4 million in new federal and state dollars 
for the good work we do for our seniors, families in distress and citizens with physical, mental and de-
velopmental disabilities.  The department proposed to me a budget that was $4 million more than last 
year, including $900,000 more for citizens with mental illness.  
 
Working with leaders on the County Board, I added another $1 million in services.  High school gradu-
ates with developmental disabilities will continue to receive vocational and other supportive services as 
they leave the school system at age 21.  Hard-working employees of our Purchase of Service agencies 
will see their wages rise to $9.07 per hour – about $4 more per hour than the state and federal mini-
mum wage.  In addition, those who make just above the county living wage taking care of people in 
their own homes will see a 1% cost of living cost of living wage increase—a $410,000 item. 
 
Funding that the federal government cut for our successful Drug Court is restored with local tax dollars 
in my budget.  Elder abuse services are strengthened by hiring another full time elder abuse social 
worker to investigate reports of physical, mental and financial abuse of elderly residents.  For the won-
derful volunteers who deliver meals to seniors, and take them to appointments, we increase their mile-
age reimbursement in this time of high gas prices. 
 
And on the environmental front, I continue our commitment to quality of life by funding the Conserva-
tion Fund to carry out our citizens’ 1999 referendum vote to invest in precious lands that we can all en-
joy forever.  The budget also supports measures to clean our lakes, rivers and streams, and creates a 
first-time pilot program to reduce the litter and sediments dumped into our lakes by old storm sewers. 
 
Keeping Dane County a great place to live, while keeping a close watch on taxes, is my continued 
commitment.  Please keep telling me your priorities.  



P a g e  5  

 

No One Should Have to Die in Pain 
HospiceCare Q&A Seminar 

By Carol Hutchison  
HospiceCare Public Affairs 

 
Many people are concerned that they or their loved ones will experience unrelieved pain at the end of life. 
What many people don’t know is that physical suffering can always be alleviated. Unfortunately, myths 
and fears often keep people from getting good pain relief. Many believe, for example, that they will be-
come “hooked” or “addicted” to pain medicine. But today’s physicians are able to manage pain medication 
dosages so that this does not happen. If you’ve ever been concerned about pain at the end of life for your-
self or a loved one, HospiceCare encourages you to attend its next question-and-answer seminar, “No 
One Should Have to Die in Pain,” on Tuesday, January 11, 2005, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. at the Don and Marilyn 
Anderson HospiceCare Center, 5395 E. Cheryl Parkway in Madison. The seminar is free to the public. 

 

Friends of Lake Wingra Events 
by Katharine Odell 

 
 

FOLW Board meeting  
Thursday, Jan 27, 2004.  

5:30-7:30 pm.  
All are welcome.  

Contact info@lakewingra.org or call 663-2838 to confirm location and agenda. 
 
 

WOW! Windows on Wingra Workshop 
The Voice of Lake Wingra: Poetry of Place 
Saturday, January 29, 2005, 9 - 11:30 AM 

Room 103 Mazzuchelli Center, Edgewood Campus  
 

Judith Strasser, local poet, author and former senior producer and interviewer for  
"To the Best of Our Knowledge", will lead participants in poetry writing  

inspired by first-hand nature observation along the shores of Lake Wingra.  
Dress for the weather.  

To register, email info@wingra.org or call 663-2838.  
Limited enrollment. Inquire about childcare.  

 
Sponsored by the Friends of Lake Wingra. 

Check the website at www.lakewingra.org for further information about 
Friends of Lake Wingra. 
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Wingra’s De-Icing Dilemma 
by Jim Lorman 

 
Like it or not, ice and snow are on the way. It’s a good time for us to think about how we can minimize the damage we 
can do to the environment, while we try to keep ourselves from slip-sliding away on our sidewalks and driveways.  
 
Ordinary salt, sodium chloride (NaCl) is the most common choice for property-owners who diligently keep their side-
walks and driveways free from winter ice. Sodium chloride is cheap, easy to use, and usually effective. But all the salt 
that we apply to our roads, sidewalks, and driveways eventually dissolves, forming separate sodium (Na+) and chloride 
(Cl-) ions. The water then carries these dissolved ions as it soaks into the groundwater or flows downhill through the gut-
ters and storm drains into our lakes. As a result of this run-off of road salt, the levels of sodium and chloride ions are 
steadily increasing in both lakes and shallow groundwater aquifers.  
 
Before Madison began regular road salting in the 1950s, chloride levels in Lake Wingra were about 5 mg/liter (see graph 
below). In recent years, average chloride levels in Lake Wingra have often exceeded 80 mg/liter, more than 15 times the 
original level. Despite a road salt reduction policy adopted in 1977 by the City of Madison, and a brief leveling off of lake 
chloride levels in the 1970s, the general trend for both road salt use and lake chloride levels is upward. If the trend since 
1980 in chloride concentration in Lake Wingra continues (see line in graph), the average annual chloride level will reach 
150 mg/liter by 2050, 30 times higher than in the 1940s.  
 
While current average chloride levels in Lake Wingra meet chronic (long-term) and acute (short-term) toxicity levels for 
chloride (395 mg/liter and 757 mg/liter, respectively), ponds and storm water run-off in the watershed do exceed toxicity 
levels at times. Edgewood College students have measured chloride levels during spring melt that were more than 600 
mg/liter in Odana Ponds, and more than 3000 mg/liter in Edgewood’s retention pond.  There are also hidden costs asso-
ciated with the use of salt as a winter de-icer. A 1991 federal study estimated that road salt causes corrosion to vehicles, 
bridges, roads, etc., worth $3.5 to $7 billion per year in the U.S.  
 
The City of Madison Public Health Department 2000 Road Salt Report cites “increased pressure by the motoring public 
to not have the bad weather affect their pace of life” as a likely reason why the City has not generally been able to meet 
the road salt reduction goals established in 1977.  We might all consider just slowing down when surfaces are slippery. 
We might also all consider promoting alternative de-icers such as calcium magnesium acetate (CMA). While CMA is 
much more expensive than salt per ton, some studies suggest it might actually be less expensive in the long run if all 
environmental costs are included. CMA is not currently available retail, but increased demand could change that and 
bring down its cost. As part of our mission of “promoting a healthy Lake Wingra through an active watershed commu-
nity,” Friends of Lake Wingra is See other “Winter Tips for Protecting Lake Wingra”. 
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