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Something for Everyone  
at this Year’s July 4th Celebration 

by Betsy Hauser 
   Cool new events and a hot band 

are all part of an effort to draw 
neighbors of all ages to Westmor-
land’s 62nd annual Fourth of July cele-
bration. Don’t have kids? Kids all 
grown? This year’s star-spangled 
event will have fun for everyone. 

 Grab a chair in the shade or boogie 
to the hot sounds of Mama 
Digdown’s. This energetic brass 
band with neighborhood roots will en-
tertain and amuse beginning at 11:00 
am. 

While the kids are parading, join 
your neighbors at 9:00 am for coffee, 
doughnuts and  over-the-fence con-
versation. Catch up with neighbors 
new and old, then welcome the 
paraders as they peddle into the park. 

Beginning around 11:00 am, let the 
big kids games begin!  Join us for vol-

leyball, a 3-legged race, the football 
(and water balloon!) toss, maybe a 
wheelbarrow race and an old-
fashioned egg-carry competition.  
Tennis anyone? Bring your racquet 
and a buddy and put those courts to 
use! 
   Some things haven’t changed. Lots 
and lots of cakes are needed for the 
ever-popular cake walk -- the kids’ 
games in the big tent will begin after 
the flag raising.   

AND, volunteers are needed to 
help pick up the park after the festivi-
ties, around 1:00 pm. 

Celebrate this anniversary of free-
dom and very special Westmorland 
tradition with your neighbors of all 
ages. For more details and times, see 
the insert in this Courier issue. See 
you on the Fourth! 

"Don't forget to 
bring a cake for 
the Cake Walk!"

Earth Day Activities at Westmorland Park 
by Keith Pierce 

   Each Spring, Earth Day inspires us 
to volunteer time and energy to clean 
and improve the Park for the better 
enjoyment of our families, neighbors 
and visitors. Both local schools and 
neighbors get involved. 
   Second graders from Midvale 
School celebrated Earth Day and 
planted an ash tree along Gately Ter-
race and picked up trash. Thank you 
students and teachers! 
   A total of over 19 volunteers contrib-
uted to this year’s annual spring 

cleanup and planting at Westmorland 
Park on Volunteer Day. Tony Young 
and his Cub Scouts and dads re-
moved invasives, and planted many 
excellent trees and shrubs. Other vol-
unteers cleaned garden beds and 
mulched trees. Gary (Cork) Broge, 
Manager of Brennans, donated four 
flats of annuals for the rock garden. 
   The Volunteer Day is an opportunity 
to meet neighbors and invest some 
extra care for our Park. Ronny Sae-

(Continued on page 3) 
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GRILL OPEN 11:00 AM TO 11:45 PM 
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Corner Mineral Pt. And Glenway 

Packaged Goods at  
Liquor Store Prices 

We are busily preparing for our an-
nual July 4th celebration in West-
morland Park.  In the past, we have 
designated a single chairperson to 
lead the planning effort.  This year, 
we have formed a small planning 
team to spread the workload.  The 
planning team includes my fellow 
board members, Betsy Hauser and 
Scott Seavey, and new recruits 
Laurie Ranney, Aimee Tobin, and 
Mark Wysocki.  I attended one of 
their recent planning meetings and 
can assure you that things are un-
der control!  I encourage you to 
consider volunteering your time on 
the day of the event. 
 
Summer is also a busy time of the 
year for parks and greenspace en-
thusiasts.  Under the leadership of 
Keith Pierce, lots of initiatives are 
underway.  On a beautiful spring 
Saturday in late April, a large group 
of neighborhood volunteers partici-
pated in the annual Westmorland 
Park cleanup and planting effort.  I 
have always enjoyed the camara-
derie and sense of accomplishment 
evident amongst the volunteers.  A 
new annual event is the spring 
planting along the Southwest Path.  
Jana Stewart continued her beauti-
fication efforts through well planned 
and executed plantings. 
 
I would also like to recognize Kurt 
Welke for his passionate efforts to 
address the erosion issues in the 
wooded area of Westmorland Park.  

Kurt, Keith Pierce, and other mem-
bers of the Parks and Greenspace 
team are actively working with the 
City of Madison to evaluate options.  
The City has proposed a prelimi-
nary plan and reviewed it with our 
neighborhood team.  The City and 
neighborhood will strive to develop 
a plan that balances the need for 
stormwater management and mini-
mization of tree removal. 
 
If you are an association member, 
you also should have received your 
2003/2004 neighborhood directory 
by now.  We produce a neighbor-
hood directory every other year.  
Production of the directory is a very 
significant effort.  This year’s direc-
tory reflects the strong contributions 
of two of my fellow board members, 
Elissa Pollack and Peter Lukszys.  
Following last fall’s membership 
drive, Elissa updated all household 
data in the membership database 
(no small task!).  More importantly, 
Elissa used her editorial talent to 
design this year’s directory.  Peter, 
our faithful advertising manager, 
aggressively pursued new advertis-
ers and coordinated efforts with 
Elissa.  Thanks to Peter’s strong 
work, advertising nearly paid for the 
entire directory production costs. 
 
Please have a safe and enjoyable 
summer.  See you on the 4th! 
 

Garage Sale 
August 9th is the date 
for the 2003 Westmor-
land neighborhood ga-
rage sale.   See the flyer 
included with this Courier 
for more information. 

Westmorland 
Membership 

Drive 
 

Coming in September 
2003. 

 
More information in the 

next Courier. 
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MOORE’S TOWING & SERVICE 

 
3802 Mineral Point Road 

Madison, WI 53705 

 
  AAA                 AllState 

233-0002 
After 6:00pm & weekends • Pager 276-2552 

 

Earth Day Activities  

(Continued from page 1) 

man started this volunteer day 
over 6 years ago.  We hold it 
typically on the weekend closest 
to Earth Day or the subsequent 
weekend (when Easter is on the 
closest weekend).  
 
Volunteers: Midvale 2nd graders 
and teachers, Cub Scouts, Mary 
Francis Heimann, Jeremy 
Waller, Emily Feinstein, Keith 
Pierce, Bill Burke, Deb Spry, 
Tony Young, Austin Young, 
Laura Young, Paul Douglas, 
Garrett Douglas, Shawn Elliott, 
Anne Seaman, Ronny Seaman, 
Kris Schoenbrunn, Rob Schoen-

brunn, Adam Schoultz, John 
Evenson, Jana Stewart, and at 
least one other new resident 
whose name I can’t remember! 
Plantings: Winterberry (4) Ar-
rowwood (3), Service Berry (4), 
Black Haw (3), Red Oak (4). 
Mulchings: valuable trees in-
cluding Oak and Ash. 
Invasives: Buckthorn and Hon-
eysuckle. 
    
Contact us if you are interested 
in other projects in the park in-
cluding planting, pruning, mulch-
ing, invasive removal, etc. Con-
tact Keith Pierce at 238-6459 
and Pierce@chorus.net. 

Mowing Advice 
from the Westmorland Healthy Lawn Team 

by Claire Gervais  

   As we head into the summer, 
dandelion season has passed. 
Your lawn may be “taking off”, 
especially if you applied corn 
gluten, causing you to mow 
more frequently. Homeowners 
spend a lot of time mowing, but 
little time thinking about how to 
mow. Here are some tips on 
mowing to keep your turf 
healthy. 
 
1.  Mow high, about 2 ½-3    

inches. Tall grass has lots of 
benefits including: Tolerat-
ing hot and dry condi-
tions. Taller foliage will help 
the plant grow deep roots 
and be able to reach the 
water that’s stored deeper in 
the ground. Tall grass also 
shades the soil, reducing 

evaporation. This reduces 
the need for frequent water-
ing. 
Less need to fertilize. A 
taller leaf blade can manu-
facture its own food and 
thus the need for fertilizer 
decreases. 
Fewer weeds. Weed seeds 
are less likely to germinate 
when tall grass shades the 
ground as weeds need lots 
of sunlight to germinate. 
 

2. Don’t cut off more than 1/3 
of the leaf blade at a time as 
this stresses the plant. 
Spring and fall are times 
when grass shoots up 
quickly, so you end up 

(Continued on page 4) 



 STUART UTLEY    
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, SRES ����� ������	�
����� � ������	 ��������� � �������� ���  !��� �"��� �$#%�'&�(���)�����	+*,��� ��-�� �� .
- ��	 /�� ��0'����1�	��������"2�� � ��� �3)��������4�1�� � � &��  5��4���	+#6/���	87'������	 �

9;:<:>=,?�@!@%ABACAED�F$:>G,H�I6:$J�:$K L+M,D�N!O'P
Q�R�S�TVUXW�Y Z<[ \�]�T_^�T�Y ]3`�T�a<[8b�Y ] a�] T�cdT�W�Y�e ] T f�Z6g

h<i j k�l�m<n+o�p>l<j q�r�s>p<t;u�vdm�k�w�xCy$m<j�z�u�k'{%n u�j k�q�p�|'}>u�~���i q k�i ���6q�a<���
s>p>t8u���p���}>u�i �Xx<��p<j�x�p<p�����m<n u���u���pXj k�qd� W�Z�] SB�������������6� ����� � ��r

y!m6��q�����p�w�m6n�� ��| p<j�t�m�k�i p<��r"{>w�w�u�q�q3k p�y!����n i q k�i ���<q�  ¡
¢�£6¤�¥�¦¨§%©�ª «>¬68®°¯�¥�±6«>©�¥�²!¥�ª £�³<´ µ�§%¦
¶���7�� 7�·�7�� ¸�¹ ·�º¼»<� 	 ��½ � ¾�¿��  !��� � ¾�À���0���	

 
YARD WORK & 
LANDSCAPING 

 Á
Westmorland resident Â
Reasonable prices 

 
Contact Andrew Westley 206-6104 

uwsugarbwl@aol.com 
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   We all hope for a happy future 
for our children, but the sad reality 
is that many pre-school kids, ages 
0 to 4, in Dane County are in 
homes clouded by parental prob-
lems with drugs, alcohol and men-
tal illness.  
   Based on national data, we esti-
mate that more than 10,000 kids 
in Dane County under the age of 
17 live in homes with parents who 
have a substance abuse problem. 
Substance abuse and mental 

health issues often limit the ability 
of parents to hold a job and care 
for their children.    
   That's why this year I am work-
ing to create a new initiative aimed 
at helping our youngest and most 
vulnerable children. I started out 
this initiative by first quietly listen-
ing to moms, dads, advocates, 
and others in the community who 
are involved with our children. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Dane County Executive Falk Aims Efforts 
at Helping Kids Age Birth to Age 4 

By Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk 

Healthy Lawn Team 
(Continued from page 3) 

mowing more often in the spring 
and fall and less often in the 
mid-summer. Let your lawn 
height direct when you mow 
rather than a set weekly sched-
ule of mowing. 

 
3.   Mowing when the grass is wet 

will cause it to clump together 
and prevent light from reaching 
the grass. 

 
4.   Keep your mower blades sharp 

as dull blades tear the grass in-
stead of slicing, making it more 
likely to attract disease and in-
sects. Consider sharpening the 
blades twice a year, once in the 
fall and once in July. To see if 
your blades are sharp, look at 
the grass and see if the ends 
are ragged or smooth. If the sur-
face is ragged, it’s time to 
sharpen the blades. 

 
5.   For the environment and your 

turf’s health, keep grass clip-
pings in the grass (by mowing 
counterclockwise) and not on 
the sidewalk or street. Clippings 
can increase the run-off into 
Lake Wingra, increasing algal 
blooms. Better to keep them in 
your grass for natural enrich-
ment. 

 
6.   Consider buying a push mower 

or electric mower. Gas pow-
ered mowers are much less 
energy efficient  than electric 
mowers. Push mowers also 
have the advantage of increas-
ing your exercise and therefore 
your health! 

 
For more information, comments or 
questions visit the Greater Madison 
Healthy Lawn Team web site  
www.healthylawnteam.org,  
contact Claire at  
cmg@healthylawnteam.org, or 
Clove at 232-0208. 
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GAS 

TIRES 
BATTERIES 

ACCESSORIES 
 

3502 Monroe Street       Call: 233-8912 

Helping Kids  

(Continued from page 4) 

   I wanted to find out which of our 
programs are working well and 
how we can do more for kids. I 
was looking for "outside the box" 
solutions. Our efforts are squarely 
focused on kids ages birth to 4, a 
period during which research 
shows that children develop at a 
pace that exceeds any subse-
quent stage of life. This critical 
time prepares kids for school and 
for life. 
   Dane County, through our won-
derful Human Services Depart-
ment staff, is already working with 
great community organizations to 
intervene early in situations 
where children are at risk. For ex-
ample, our Safe at Home therapy 
program serves families whose 
young children (ages birth -11) 
are at high risk for foster care 
placement due to violence, negli-
gence and abusive home situa-
tions. The Mental Health Center 
of Dane County has a Family 
Based Services Program which 
provides assessment and treat-
ment services to families who are 
experiencing serious problems 
related to mental health and/or 
chemical abuse. And, we use The 
Rainbow Project, Inc. to provide 
assessment, referral and therapy 
for young children (age 2-7) and 
their families.   
   Research shows that programs 

that support home-visits and fam-
ily resource centers can have 
very positive impacts on young 
children and families. We know 
that working to prevent or deal 
with a parental substance abuse 
problem is critical to turning that 
person's life around and putting 
their children on the right path. 
   We are now in the process of 
reviewing successful programs 
from across the country, and 
we're looking at how we can bet-
ter coordinate our existing pro-
grams with new initiatives to help 
our young children.  
   Our first goal is to help parents 
so they can build strong families 
in an environment that promotes 
children's healthy development.  
Where necessary, we'll look at 
creating more nurturing and sup-
portive situations for children, ei-
ther on a temporary or more long-
term basis. 
   Our children will lead Dane 
County far into the 21st century.  I 
need your help and ideas to give 
our kids a good foundation for 
growing up.  Please contact me 
by: 
E-mail: falk@co.dane.wi.us  
Phone: 266-4114 
Mail:  
   210 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  
   Room 421 
   Madison WI 53703. 
 



Sitting down to write my first 
neighborhood column is an ex-
cellent chance to pause and re-
flect on my first month on the job 
as Madison’s mayor. I’m pleased 
to report that I’m moving forward 
on many of the issue areas that I 
raised throughout my campaign. 
My goal over the next four years 
is to foster a dynamic, diverse 
city. That’s something I can’t do 
alone, and something that starts 
in each individual neighborhood. 

Many of you know me as an 
environmentalist. Indeed, I 
worked on environmental issues 
at the Capitol, the Nature Con-
servancy and at my previous job 
as executive director of 1000 
Friends of Wisconsin. But while I 
love the great outdoors, my pas-
sion and vision is as an urban 
environmentalist. 

Living in a city is an environ-
mental act. City residents con-
sume less and our many trans-
portation options mean we con-
tribute less to air pollution. I’ve 
always admired the beauty of a 
well-designed city block that of-
fers pedestrians a dynamic view-
point at eye level. Excellent ar-
chitecture enhances its urban 
surroundings. 

Working on my urban agenda 
has included many meetings on 
inclusionary zoning—a mecha-
nism to increase the stock of af-
fordable housing and to create 
mixed, diverse neighborhoods 
and schools. I’m having a strong 
ordinance drafted right now that 

should be ready early this sum-
mer.  

Using the Ken Kopps site as 
a starting point, we’ve let devel-
opers know that they shouldn’t 
let properties sit vacant in the 
middle of neighborhoods and 
that they should be working with 
neighbors to avoid blight and 
move forward on redevelopment. 

We’re also working on keep-
ing the city’s fiscal house in or-
der. Being fiscally cautious is im-
portant to me because keeping 
property taxes down allows peo-
ple to stay in their neighbor-
hoods. Cuts in state aid could 
translate into noticeable service 
cuts next year. To avoid that, I’ve 
asked city departments to make 
further cuts and find salary sav-
ings this year. To lead the way, I 
cut my own pay by 5% and  
sliced 5% off my staff salary 
budget. City departments should 
be commended for coming for-
ward with sustainable cuts, thus 
far totaling around $1.5 million 
for the remainder of 2003. 

None of these things alone 
will reach my goal of a diverse, 
dynamic city without your help. 
You’re on the frontlines, and I 
hope to see many of you working 
on or with city committees, 
boards and commissions so to-
gether we can create the best 
city possible—one worthy of the 
name home. Thank you for all 
your help and keep up the good 
work! 

From the Mayor 
By Mayor Dave Cieslewicz 
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University Avenue Discovery Center 
1609 University Avenue Madison 

Enrolling for  summer and fall 
Call 233-5371 
www.uadc.org 

 

• Ages 33 months through 12 
years 

• Near downtown, hospitals and 
UW 

• Nutritious family style meals 
• Open 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Your Neighborhood 
Real Estate Company 

 
Helping Buyers buy and Sellers 
sell!  We’re happy to assist you 

with your  real estate needs! 
 

Beth Junge, Broker/Owner  
Call us at 231-5151 

Email: 
Beth@TheKruseCompany.net 

 
Web:  

www.TheKruseCompany.net 

    THE 

K R U SE                                   
         COMPANY 

MSCR Art Cart  
will be at  

Westmorland Park  
July 23 from 1 to 4 pm. 
Call 204-3000 for more 

information. 
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Neighborhood News 

John and Charlotte Blotz at 3822 
Paunack Ave. have a new baby: 
Benjamin James, born March 30,  
weighing 9 lbs., 5 oz. 
 
Lillian Grace Flanum is a new 
resident on the 600 block of Chat-
ham Ter.  She was born to Mark 
and Christine on March 30. 
 
The 4100 block of Paunack Ave. 
welcomes the Gratton family. 
Claudio and Brenda now reside at 
4116 Paunack with their children, 
Elena and Paolo.  
 
Welcome Barbara Smith now liv-
ing at 3826 Meyer Avenue. Barb, 
as she prefers, is with the Educa-
tion Dept. at the UW-Madison. 
 
Paul and Jenn Woolson and 
daughters Lucy and Phoebe are 
new residents at 3818 Meyer Ave.  
 
 

David and Lianne Stephenson 
have moved into 559 Park Lane. 
 
Eleanor O'Neill, 89, 4024 St. 
Clair St., was one of the first peo-
ple in the neighborhood. She died 
in April. 
 
Ed Ophime, 84, 526 Toepfer, 
built one of the first homes in the 
neighborhood.  He died in May. 
 
Gene Wendt, 60, Westmorland 
Blvd., a long time resident of over 
30 years died in May. 
  
Agnes Schwoegler of 4322 Waite 
Circle died in April. She had been a 
resident for more than 50 years. 
Her  neighbors and friends will miss 
her. 
 
Liam Andrew Palmer was born to 
Kim and Rob Palmer at 533 Caro-
mar Drive. on May 20, 2003, weigh-
ing  7 lb. 15 oz.  His brothers are 
Sam and Ben. 

Business & Personal 
Income Tax 

CPA 
 

willhogoboom.com 
 
 

The 2003 Westmorland 
Garden Tour will be 
held on Saturday,  

August 2nd.  
 

Time: 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Are you interested in 
sharing your garden 
on this year's tour?   
Please contact Julie 

Hallingstad at:  
jhalstad@charter.net.  

Who's my block captain?  How can I 
get a copy of the last issue of the   
Courier?  How can my business ad-
vertise in the Courier?  Find the   
answers to these questions and 
more on the new Westmorland 
Community  Association web site: 
www.westmorland-neighborhood.org  
 
The web site features upcoming 
events, past issues of the Courier, 
and the list of block captains. Other 
highlights include the Association's 
mission and a list of helpful local 

links.  Check out the site to sign up 
for the August Garage Sale or to 
join the Westmorland email list. The 
site is an ongoing project, so check 
back frequently for new additions.  
For example, we're hoping to get 
some interesting stories from the 
history committee posted on the site 
in the future. 
 
Do you have ideas for creative or 
useful additions or improvements to   
the site?  Send them to Chris Do-
lan: chris@clotho.com. 

Website Report 
by Chris Dolan 



Brian Tennant     President             233-2482 tennantfam@mailbag.com 
Sarah Flanagan  past-President     231-2734 sarah.flanagan@oakwoodvillage.net 
Elissa Pollack     Vice President     238-2533 elissa@tds.net 
Scott Seavey       Treasurer             232-5411 sseavey@gt.com 
Karen Becker      Secretary             231-9720 bravokb@hotmail.com 
Betsy Hauser      at-large member  236-4211 betsy.hauser@deancare.com 
Peter Lukszys     at-large member  236-0598 lukszys@tds.net 
  

Current Committee Chairs and Other Important Contacts 
 
Ad Sales and Sponsorships Manager         Peter Lukszys                   236-0598 
                                                                     lukszys@tds.net 
 
Bike Path Beautification Liaison                 Jana Stewart                     233-3806  
                                                                     fifi@blackhawkskiarea.org 
 
Block Captain Coordinator                          Lisa Tennant                     233-2482  
                                                                     tennantfam@mailbag.com 
 
Combined Health Fund Drive                      Richard Miller                    238-2873  
                                                                     aIanrich@execpc.com 
 
Database Manager                                       Elissa Pollack                    238-2533  
                                                                     elissa@tds.net 
 
Garage Sale Coordinator                             Betsy Hauser                    236-4211 
                                                                     betsy.hauser@deancare.com 
 
Garden Tour Coordinators                          Jim & Julie Hallingstad      238-7853  
                                                                     redsted@charter.net  
 
Healthy Lawn Team Representative            Claire Gervais                   233-8455  
                                                                     cmg@healthylawnteam.org 
 
History Committee Chair                             Pamela Mather                 233-2289             
                                                                     pkmather@mymailstation.com 

New Neighbor Packet Coordinator             Barbara Wehrle                 233-5237 
 
Parks & Green Spaces Manager                 Keith Pierce                      238-6459             
                                                                     pierce@chorus.net 
 
Safety Committee Chair                              Mike Bell                           238-2223  
                                                                     michaelbell@wisc.edu 
 
Westside Planning Council Liaison            Eileen Hannigan                236-9840  
                                                                     echannig@renlearn.com 
 
Web Site Developer                                     Chris Dolan                       236-9840  
                                                                     chris@clotho.com  
Vacant Positions 

Adult Social Events Coordinators 
Children’s Social Events Coordinators                       
Santa Visits Coordinator 

 

2002-2003 Board 

Please direct newsletter 
submissions to: 

  
The Westmorland Courier 
c/o David & Lori Santek  

4126 Birch Avenue 
Madison WI 53711 

 
Phone: 231-1223 

 
Email:  

dasantek@wisc.edu 

Deadline for the  
September 2003  

Courier is August 27 

To advertise in the 
Westmorland Courier 
please contact Peter 
Lukszys at 236-0598 

lukszys@tds.net 

http://www.westmorland-neighborhood.org 


