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V ol ume L X I I I  
I ssue 2 Annual Meeting March 21  

to Cover Safety Issues, Planting Plans 
by Elissa Pollack 

Come one come all to the Westmorland 
Neighborhood Association's annual 
meeting Sunday afternoon, March 21, at 
1 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of Midvale 
Community Lutheran Church, at the cor-
ner of S. Midvale and Tokay Boule-
vards. Light refreshments will be served. 
 
The meeting is open to the entire 
neighborhood. It's a great way to meet 
community leaders, find out what's go-
ing on, and maybe even get involved 
with a new project or group. 
 

This year's agenda will feature a presen-
tation from our West District Police Cap-
tain John Davenport, followed by a 
safety-related Q&A session. Also, fol-
lowing up on plans set in motion at last 
year's annual meeting, the WNA Parks 
& Green Space committee will share its 
plans, which include planting Westmor-
land Boulevard this spring (see page 4). 
 
The meeting will also include an update 
from the WNA Board and the annual 
treasurer's report. Hope to see you 
there! 

2004 Earth Day Activities Planned For April  17 
by Claire Gervais 

Children’s Earth Day Celebrations  
 
Mark your calendars for the 3rd annual 
Children's Earth Day Celebration Satur-
day, April 17th 10-12 at the Westmor-
land Park shelter. Kids and grown-up 
kids can go on the wild things scavenger 
hunt, play the recycling relay game, 
plant seeds to take home, and create 
nature-related art projects. A picnic 
lunch with hotdogs and side dishes will 
be provided. Contact: Clarie Gervais 
c m g @ h e a l t h y l a w n t e a m . o r g  
or Mary Campbell at 238-2920 or  
mattmary@tds.com with questions or to 
volunteer.  

Earth Day  Challenge  
  

Bring your shovels and wheel barrels to 
the 8th annual Westmorland Park Earth 
Day clean-up April 17th 9-12. There will 
be mulch to spread and other tasks. If 
you can help, contact Kris Schoenbrunn 
at 233-4832 or Keith at pierce@chorus.
net.  
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President’s Message 
 by Brian Tennant 
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GRILL OPEN 11:00 AM TO 11:45 PM 
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Corner Mineral Pt. And Glenway 

Packaged Goods at  
Liquor Store Prices 

As a husband, father, working pro-
fessional, and (recreational basket-
ball player!), time is my scarcest re-
source. Given that reality, I (and 
each of you) regularly make careful 
and conscious decisions regarding 
the commitments we make. We are 
cautious with respect to volunteering 
our time in our communities. We do 
our best to maintain a healthy bal-
ance between family, career, and 
extracurricular interests. 
 
Four years ago, I decided to in-
crease my involvement in the West-
morland Neighborhood Association 
(WNA). I joined the Board of Direc-
tors and served as the Treasurer for 
two years. For the past two years, I 
have had the privilege of leading the 
neighborhood association as Presi-
dent. This month, I will graciously 
step down as President of the or-
ganization. My successor will be an-
nounced at the Annual Meeting on 
March 21st. In addition, I am very 
pleased to announce that the 2004-
05 board will be comprised of most 
of the existing board members plus 
a few new faces. 
 
As I collected my thoughts for my 
final President’s Message, I felt a 
strong sense of fulfillment from my 
experience as President. In contrast, 
in some past volunteer board roles, I 
“did my time”, anxiously awaiting my 
opportunity to “escape”. With the 
WNA, nothing could be further from 
the truth. As my fellow board mem-
bers can attest, I truly looked for-
ward to our monthly board meetings 
and took pride in our collective ac-
complishments. I thrived on the vari-

ety of initiatives underway, the con-
tinual flow of new ideas, and the vol-
unteer spirit which typifies Westmor-
land. I also enjoyed the camaraderie 
and good humor we shared as a 
group of neighbors and friends. 
 
In the end, it’s truly not about the ac-
complishments. Rather, it’s the jour-
ney. More importantly, it’s about 
those who join you on the journey. 
Over the past four years, I have had 
the privilege of working with many 
talented and committed board mem-
bers, committee chairs, and 
neighborhood volunteers (too count-
less to mention). Through this ex-
perience, I have made several life-
long friends. The pride and sense of 
ownership we share regarding this 
place we call “Westmorland” is truly 
heartwarming. 
 
While my tenure as President is 
complete, I will not disappear! I will 
continue to serve on the WNA Board 
for the 2004 -05 year. In the Past 
President role, I will assist my suc-
cessor with the transition. In addi-
tion, I plan to assume a leadership 
role in two exciting neighborhood ini-
tiatives which will get ample atten-
tion in the next few years. First, I 
plan to represent the Westmorland 
Neighborhood’s interests in the Mid-
vale Plaza redevelopment effort (see 
Elissa Pollack’s update on Page 6). 
In a related but separate effort, I 
plan to assist the Madison Public Li-
brary System with fundraising efforts 
for the Sequoya Library expansion. 
 
In closing, I would like to express my 

(Continued on page 5) 
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MOORE’S TOWING & SERVICE 

 
3802 Mineral Point Road 

Madison, WI 53705 

 
  AAA                 AllState 

233-0002 
After 6:00pm & weekends • Pager 276-2552 

 

Ice covered the baseball diamond, 
snow blanketed the hills, and snacks 
lined the tables in the Westmorland 
Park picnic shelter on Saturday, 
January 24 for the Winter Playdate.  
The sun shone on the 100+ 
neighbors who gathered for winter-
time fun.  Some congregated close 
to the fire to sip cocoa, talk, and lis-
ten to tunes, and scores more made 

their way up and down the hillside 
on sleds or across the ice chasing 
hockey pucks (and dodging the sled-
ders!) 
 
Thanks to SO MANY of you in West-
morland who brought food such that 
there was enough to feed the crowd 
throughout the entire afternoon. 

Ideal Conditions Make for a Successful 
Winter Playdate 

by Dinean Thelen 

Safety Tip: Crosswalk Rights and Wrongs 
by Mike Bell 

It is a little known Wisconsin law that 
pedestrians in a crosswalk have 
right of way over cars.  This is true of 
any crosswalk, not just the ones 
painted with thick zebra stripes. If a 
pedestrian is already in a crosswalk 
when a car approaches, the pedes-
trian has the right of way--even one 
toe in the crosswalk. 
 
But we might aptly modify an old 
couplet:  
 
He was right, dead right, as he 
walked along.  
But just as dead as if he'd been 
wrong. 
 
So here's a safety tip for car drivers.  
It is your legal duty to watch for pe-

destrians at crosswalks.  Few of us 
are used to thinking that way, so re-
view your normal routes of travel 
and mentally mark where the cross-
walks are.  This will help you get in 
the habit of checking for pedestrians 
as you drive along. 
 
And here's a tip for walkers.  If 
someone stops for you in one of the 
middle lanes of a four lane street, be 
extra cautious. Drivers coming up in 
an outside lane may assume that the 
stopped car is just trying to make a 
left turn.  Consequently, they may 
keep on driving right through the 
crosswalk, not noticing the pedes-
trian--especially if that stopped car is 
blocking the line of sight to the pe-
destrian. 
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A lot of neighbors have been talking 
about it, and now it will happen. On 
Saturday, May 22 from 9 AM to 
noon, we invite you to join neighbors 
in a small project to plant Westmor-
land Boulevard. We hope that this is 
just the first small project, and with 
your participation will be the success 
that can lead to bigger and better 
projects in the future. 
 
The WNA Parks and Green Space 

Committee has worked with both 
the City Parks Department and 
City Engineering. The city has 
funds to prepare the boulevard for 
planting of perennials, trees, and 
shrubs. Also, the Parks Depart-
ment has funds to match our 

neighborhood association contribu-
tion for purchase of perennials. This 
is a great opportunity for our asso-
ciation to leverage our dollars, time 
and enthusiasm with city funds. The 
result will be a beautiful boulevard 
that goes beyond what the city would 
typically do. And we can have fun 
being part of it. 
 
We are really excited about the plant 
list. We are devoting the two blocks 
at each end of the boulevard to na-
tive plants. Even the tree selection is 
based on native species. We hope 
the planting will show how natives 
can be used for hardy, low-
maintenance  and attractive land-
scaping. We have selected a collec-
tion of hardy Hostas and Ferns for 
the two central blocks. 
 
We will plant the entire median 
where Westmorland Boulevard inter-
sects with Mineral Point Road. We 

think that this will have  a calming 
effect on traffic that is coming onto 
the boulevard. We will plant  one 
third of the median on each of the  
five remaining blocks . 
 
Here is the plant list for each of the 
blocks starting with block 1 at Min-
eral Point and going south to block 6 
at the park. There is a lot of excite-
ment and we hope you can join in. 
We kept shrubs to a minimum to 
maximize safety for kids, pets and 
adults. You will also notice that there 
are no trees after the first three 
blocks because of a city sewer that 
runs under the median. We will also 
have the planting plans available for 
viewing at the Sequoya library and 
area churches. 
 
Block 1 (Entire median):  
redbud (Cercis canadensis), shooting 
star (Dodecatheon meadii), thimbleweed 
(Anemone cylindrica), big leaf aster 
(Aster macrophyllus). 
 
Block 2  (1/3 median):  
"Autumn Brilliance" serviceberry 
(Amelanchier canadensis) alumroot 
(Heuchera richardsonii), wild geranium 
(Geranium maculatum), wild strawberry 
(Fragaria virginiana). 
 
Blocks 3 and 4 (1/3 of each median 
and trees only for block 3): 
musclewood (Carpinus caroliniana), hop 
hornbeam (Ostrya virginiana), Hosta 
species (Sum & Substance, Blue Um-
brellas, Green Sheen, Invincible, Royal 
Standard, Fragrant Gold), Hay scented 
Fern (Dennstaedtia punctilobula), Inter-
rupted fern (Osmunda claytoniana), Os-
trich fern (Pteretis nudulosa/Matteuccia). 

(Continued on page 5) 

WNA to Landscape Westmorland Blvd. 
by Keith Pierce 

 
The Family Center  
   404 Glenway St. 
 

   ~Providing high quality, low-cost     
   supportive counseling services for   
   individuals, couples & families right    
   here in the neighborhood … 
                    affordable sliding scale & 
                      convenient scheduling              

              call 663-6154  
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GAS 

TIRES 
BATTERIES 

ACCESSORIES 
 

3502 Monroe Street       Call: 233-8912 

Westmorland Blvd. Planting 

(Continued from page 4) 

 
Blocks 5 and 6  (1/3 of each median): 
Pasque flower (Anemone patens), wild 
petunia (Ruellia humilis), gray goldenrod 
(Solidago nemoralis), June grass 
(Koeleria cristata), silky aster (Aster 
sericeus), side-oats grama (Bouteloua 
curtipendula), tickseed (Coreopsis culti-
var),  pasture rose (Rosa cultivar), blaz-
ing star (Liatris spicata), prairie smoke 
(Geum triflorum), mountain mint 
(Pycnanthemum virginianum), little blue-
stem (Schizachyrium scoparium), showy 
goldenrod (Solidago speciosa). 
 
This could not happen without a lot 
of help from City Parks staff. Many 
thanks to them as well as to the 
Westmorland Boulevard Planting 
Committee (Keith Pierce, Kris 

Schoenbrunn and Amy Staffen).  
Special thanks to Nancy (Nielsen) 
Nedveck at the Flower Factory for 
giving us a special deal on perenni-
als for this planting.  Nancy grew up 
in Westmorland, and her father and 
sister still live here. 
 
We now hope to recruit volunteers to 
maintain these plantings.  We need 
individuals to help with watering dur-
ing the first growing season 
(preferably people who live along the 
Boulevard) and with weeding.  
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  K e i t h 
(Pierce@chorus.net), Kris (233-
4832) or Amy (238-0450) if you can 
help! 

Neighborhood News 
Kecia Norgren and John Friesch of 
3906 Meyer have a new baby girl, 
Mila, born on 10/23/03. 
 
We are saddened to announce the 
death of Mary Burns (4102 
Paunack Ave) on January 21st. Our 
sympathy goes out to Mary's hus-
band, Ken, and their daughter. 
 

Pete and Kay Lukszys have a new 
addition to their family, Benjamin, 
who was born January 23. 
 
The Thelen family in the 4200 block 
of St. Clair St. welcomed bouncing 
baby boy number four in early Feb-
ruary. Congratulations to Dinean, 
Darryl and big brothers Thomas, 
Kurtis and Marcus. 

(Continued from page 2) 

gratitude to the Tennant girls (wife 
Lisa and daughters Maria and Eve-
lyn) for accommodating the many 
meetings and events commensurate 
with this role. I would also like to 
thank each of you for your support 
and contributions over the past two 
years. I am proud to live in the West-
morland neighborhood with fellow 

residents that share such a passion 
and commitment for this place. I am 
humbled by the amount of compli-
mentary feedback I routinely receive 
regarding the Association and its ef-
forts. I am thankful for the opportu-
nity I had to serve. 
 
Warmest regards. 

President’s Message 



The Sequoya library branch is 
poised to double in size, and the 
freestanding building close to the 
corner of S. Midvale and Tokay 
Boulevards is likely to be razed and 
replaced with something slightly lar-
ger, according to community lead-
ers who gathered with about 50 
neighbors at the Sequoya library on 
Friday, Feb. 20 to discuss the future 
of Midvale Plaza. 
 
The informal meeting was initially 
scheduled with the hope that pre-
liminary architectural drawings 
would be available, but the owner of 
Midvale Plaza, Jack Kelley, recently 
sent his architect back to the draw-
ing board. However, Gary Mahoney, 
a Midvale Heights resident and rep-
resentative of EMI (the firm that 
manages Midvale Plaza), said that 
the vacant outbuilding (most re-
cently home to ElderCare) will 
probably be replaced with a new 
two- or three-story building. The up-
per stories might be residential or 
office space, with a large tenant, 
possibly the Sequoya library 
branch, at street level. Underground 
parking associated with the new 
building is also being discussed. 
 
While these plans are tentative, it is 
closer to definite that the Sequoya 

library branch will be expanded from 
its current 11,200 square feet to 
about 21,000 square feet. The city 
budget includes $150,000 for de-
signing the expansion this year, and 
additional moneys for construction 
to begin in 2005. One possibility is 
for the library to take over the large 
vacant space next to Bergmann’s. 
 
Library director Barb Dimick expects 
to start planning with an architect 
this summer and will hold more pub-
lic meetings to gather input from li-
brary users and other neighbors. 
 
Public meetings will also be held 
concerning other Midvale Plaza de-
velopment plans. In the meantime, 
questions and comments can be di-
rected to Jean MacCubbin 
(district11@cityofmadison.com, 
238-4863) or WNA President Brian 
Tennant (tennantfam@mailbag.
com, 233-2484). 
 
Ideas presented by Westmorland, 
Midvale Heights, and Sunset Village 
residents at the Feb. 20 meeting in-
cluded: 
• Changing the Tokay/Midvale in-

tersection and the S. Midvale 
median to allow left-turn access 
from south-bound Midvale 
Boulevard, 

• Carefully considering a food co-
op or other grocery, 

• Landscaping to reduce toxic 
chemical use and rainwater run-
off, 

• Creating a pedestrian-friendly 
and kid-friendly environment. 

Midvale Plaza Plans Begin Taking Shape 
By Elissa Pollack 
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University Avenue Discovery Center 
1609 University Avenue Madison 

Enrolling for  summer and fall 
Call 233-5371 
www.uadc.org 

 

• Ages 33 months through 12 
years 

• Near downtown, hospitals and 
UW 

• Nutritious family style meals 
• Open 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 

Your Neighborhood 
Real Estate Company 

 
Helping Buyers buy and Sellers 
sell!  We’re happy to assist you 

with your  real estate needs! 
 

Beth Junge, Broker/Owner  
Call us at 231-5151 

Email: 
Beth@TheKruseCompany.net 

 
Web:  

www.TheKruseCompany.net 

    THE 

K R U SE                                   
         COMPANY 
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After completing the restoration of the 

Westmorland Boulevard stone  
entrance last year, $320 remains in 
unused funds from your donations. 

 
If you have ideas on how to use the 

remaining funds to enhance the stone 
entrance area or would like to  

volunteer to help, please contact: 
Pete Lukszys 

236-0598  lukszys@tds.net 
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Business & Personal 
Income Tax 

CPA 
 

willhogoboom.com 
 
 

MFIS (Madison Friends of Interna-
tional Students) is a volunteer or-
ganization from Madison and sur-
rounding communities whose inter-
ests are in meeting, hosting, and 
helping international students.  We 
work closely with the UW via Interna-
tional Student Services.  One of our 
services is the Furniture Loan Pro-
gram.  We accept/collect, store, and 
lend used furniture to international 
students and scholars.  If you have 
any used items (still in good shape) 
that you are willing to donate, please 

contact me at debspry@lycos.com. 
Most useful items: kitchen/dining 
tables and chairs; bed frames/box 
springs/mattresses/futons; smaller 
stuffed chairs; smaller desks. 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Also, if you are interested in sharing 
your home and time with an interna-
tional student, or learning more 
about these and other MFIS pro-
grams, contact: 
Loree Davies at lorwyn@chorus.net 

Call for MFIS Donations 
by Deb Spry 

SEAVEY TAX &   
ACCOUNTING, LLC 

 
Providing services for individuals 

and small businesses  
Scott Seavey, CPA    212-7144 
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We receive many more articles and neighborhood information each month 
than will fit in the Courier. Beginning with this issue, we’ll list additional ar-
ticles that will be available to read at our website. 
 
• Ready to Work List: Neighborhood children available for pet sitting, yard 

work, baby sitting, and snow shoveling for hire 
 

• Mayor Dave’s City Hall Update 
 

• Dane County Executive Column 
 

• Mendota Rowing Club Open House and Summer Schedule: Free rowing at 
Open House June 12 
 

• UW-Madison Arboretum Annual Native Plant Sale: May 8 
 

• Oakwood Village Volunteer Opportunities 
 

• MACSAC: Madison Area Community Supported Agriculture Coalition 
 

• JenEhr Family Farm - Community Supported Agriculture 
 

• Madison Parks Foundation Seeks Charter Members  



Brian Tennant     President             233-2482 tennantfam@mailbag.com 
Sarah Flanagan  past-President     231-2734 sarah.flanagan@oakwoodvillage.net 
Elissa Pollack     Vice President     238-2533 elissa@tds.net 
Scott Seavey       Treasurer             232-5411 seseavey@yahoo.com 
Karen Becker      Secretary             231-9720 bravokb@hotmail.com 
Betsy Hauser      at-large member  236-4211 betsy.hauser@deancare.com 
Peter Lukszys     at-large member  236-0598 lukszys@tds.net 
  

Current Committee Chairs and Other Important Contacts 
 
Ad Sales and Sponsorships Manager  Peter Lukszys                          236-0598 
                                                              lukszys@tds.net 
 
Bike Path Beautification Liaison          Jana Stewart                           233-3806  
                                                              fifi@blackhawkskiarea.org 
 
Block Captain Coordinator                   Mimi Levinson                          233-3891  
                                                              mllevins@wisc.edu 
 
Children's Social Events Coordinator  Mary Campbell                        238-2920 
                                                              mattmary@tds.net 
 
Combined Health Fund Drive               Richard Miller                           238-2873  
                                                              aIanrich@execpc.com 
 
Database Manager                                Elissa Pollack                          238-2533  
                                                              elissa@tds.net 
 
Garage Sale Coordinator                      Betsy Hauser                           236-4211 
                                                              betsy.hauser@deancare.com 
 
Garden Tour Coordinator                     Pat Sammataro                        770-2019 
                                                              spaniels@charter.net 
 
Healthy Lawn Team Representative     Claire Gervais                          233-8455  
                                                              cmg@healthylawnteam.org 

 
July 4th Event                                       Betsy Hauser                           236-4211 
                                                              betsy.hauser@deancare.com 
 
New Neighbor Packets Coordinator     Becky Bishop Lien                   231-5969 
                                                              jlien1@charter.net 
 
Parks & Green Spaces Manager          Keith Pierce                             238-6459             
                                                              pierce@chorus.net 
 
Safety Committee Chair                       Mike Bell                                  238-2223  
                                                              michaelbell@wisc.edu 
 
Santa Visits Coordinator                      Katie Spelsberg                       661-9874 
                                                              spelsberg@charter.net 
 
Web Site Developer                              Chris Dolan                              236-9840  
                                                              chris@clotho.com  
 
Vacant Positions 

Adult Social Events Coordinators         
History Committee Chair 

2002-2003 Board 

Please direct newsletter 
submissions to: 

  
The Westmorland Courier 
c/o David & Lori Santek  

4126 Birch Avenue 
Madison WI 53711 

 
Phone: 231-1223 

 
Email:  

dasantek@wisc.edu 

Deadline for the  
May 2004  

Courier is April 19 

To advertise in the 
Westmorland Courier 
please contact Peter 
Lukszys at 236-0598 

lukszys@tds.net 


