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MAYOR DAVE’S CITY HALL UPDATE 
 
Inclusionary Zoning Passes! 
Inclusionary zoning is a complex ordinance with a very simple goal: making sure people can afford to 
buy and rent homes throughout the city of Madison. It was a major issue in the mayoral campaign. 
And on Jan. 20 the Madison Common Council made it the law on a 12-8 vote.  
      As a result, roughly 200-300 new homes will be built each year for families making between 
$25,000-$55,000 a year. 
      This initiative brought together people who haven’t worked on housing policy together very often in 
the past – affordable housing activists, developers, builders and politicos of different stripes. The ordi-
nance contains some groundbreaking new formulas that could well become national models of how to 
do inclusionary zoning. Now we’re working on policies to implement and measure the success of the 
ordinance. 
 
Minimum Wage Initiative 
One of the next big issues that will come before the council is a proposal I am sponsoring with Ald. 
Austin King to raise Madison’s minimum wage to $7.75. The state and federal wage has languished at 
$5.15 for seven years, while inflation has eroded its buying power. A federal minimum wage increase 
would be ideal, but it’s not happening. 
      To me, a higher minimum wage is the other half of the affordable housing equation. It’s hard to 
pay the rent, and impossible to buy a home, when you’re making poverty wages. Our proposal would 
raise wages for 10% of Madison workers and set the minimum wage at roughly what it would have 
been if the federal minimum had been indexed to inflation back in 1980. The text of the ordinance can 
be found on the city’s website at .  
 
Regional Cooperation 
The City of Madison cannot afford to ignore its neighbors—and I’m committed to thinking regionally 
and looking for opportunities for cooperation and efficiency. Right now there are two major initiatives 
before us that emphasize what can happen when different jurisdictions of government work together. 
The details and a work plan for the Public Health Department unification between the city and county 
are moving forward. 

And we recently announced a new replacement for the Regional Planning Commission. It will 
be a Council of Governments that brings together the top leaders of the city, county, towns and vil-
lages around issues of water quality and growth. I look forward to serving on this new body and work-
ing with our neighbors. 
 
Mayor’s Community Advisory Committee  
Last fall, I appointed a Mayor’s Community Advisory Committee—a diverse group intended to give me 
a better handle on the needs and ideas coming from different parts of our community.  The group split 
into two subcommittees to make recommendations on two of my key policy areas: economic develop-
ment and affordable housing.   

The committee will be presenting its recommendations to me shortly, and we’ll be working to-
gether on implementation. 
 
Allied Drive Neighborhood 
Last fall I conducted a series of meetings with Allied Drive residents, and as promised, I’m following 
up by preparing a vision plan to address some of the issues and concerns that these neighbors 
brought to my attention. This purpose of this plan, which will be released in early March, is to help co-

(Continued on page 9) 
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County Executive Falk Taking Steps to Help Kids, Keep Dane County 
a Great Place to Live 

 
By Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk 

 

So much can happen in the course of a year that can change our lives--much of it beyond our 
control.  It is with this in mind that I am even more determined to accomplish the good and permanent 
improvements that make our community a better place to live. 
      In listening to people around the County, what I hear most often is that they want opportunities for 
their children to succeed, they want the beauty of our natural landscape to live on, and they want gov-
ernment to use their hard-earned tax dollars wisely. 

In my earlier initiatives to help children we created community Youth Centers, made grants to 
support youth activities, targeted funds to teens who suffer mental illness, and started the “No Shame” 
program that informs youth where they can receive help if a parent has a problem with alcohol or 
drugs. 

A plan that I will launch soon focuses on very young children, from the day they are born.  It 
builds on the “First Steps” pilot program we created in 2001 in the Mazomanie / Cross Plains area in 
which a public health nurse visits pregnant women and parents with young children, and works to 
identify community resources to support families with babies and young children.   

As parents, we know babies don’t come with instruction manuals. We know that what happens 
to children from birth to age 4 has an indelible, lasting impact on their lives.   

Research shows that home visitation by community nurses during the prenatal period and the 
first 24 months of life produces long-lasting effects on children’s success.   

Our kids also deserve a great place to live.  As the fastest growing Wisconsin county, we face 
pressures that lead to sprawl, traffic congestion and loss of our rural landscape.  We still live in what 
is often called the best place in the country to live.  I want to keep it that way!  

I am set to take the next step in land use policy, building on my first three initiatives that are 
saving farmland and special natural areas, invigorating downtowns and curbing sprawl.   

This spring I will announce a new initiative that uses new methods to work with local communi-
ties in protecting land and reducing sprawl.   

The fact that there is less money available to do good and worthy programs that serve citizens 
means that we must be efficient in all that we do.  I have merged county departments, cut positions 
and brought in new non-tax sources of revenue to be able to fund our citizens’ priorities. Every day I 
go to work committed to find a new way to get the job done.  I welcome your ideas.  
Please contact me by e-mail at falk@co.dane.wi.us, or by mail at 210 Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd., 
Room 421, Madison WI 53703.  Thanks. 
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Fit City Madison partner Mendota Rowing Club offers instruction in rowing 
 

Madison, Wisconsin — February 10, 2004 — A new partner in Mayor Dave Cieslewicz’ Fit City Madi-
son initiative, Mendota Rowing Club (MRC) announces its 2004 Learn to Row class schedule. 
Classes offer an exceptional opportunity for people of all abilities and ages to gain exposure to a 
growing sport.  

MRC offers eight four-week Learn to Row sessions and two, two-week  Junior Learn to Row (L2R) 
sessions specially for high school kids. Registrations for Summer 2004 classes are now being ac-
cepted. 

All classes meet at Mendota Rowing Club’s headquarters in historic Bernard’s Boathouse, 622 E. 
Gorham St. in James Madison Park.  

Regular four-week sessions  meet twice a week . Classes start at 7 p.m. and run approximately one 
and a half hours. The $150 course fee includes personal instruction, use of rowing equipment and a 
manual.  

The Junior L2R sessions meet for two hours a day five days a week for two weeks. The course fee is 
$175. 

In both kinds of sessions the first classes involve instruction on land, including the use of Concept2 
ergometers (rowing machines), and proper handling of equipment. The majority of sessions are spent 
on the water, learning sweep rowing (one oar per person) in four- or eight-person shells. 

MRC’s four-week Learn to Row schedule for Summer 2004 
These sessions are available to people of all ages. Proof of swimming ability is required. 
Session               Dates                           Days 
Session 1A     May 3 to May 27   Monday, Wednesday 
Session 1B     May 4 to May 28   Tuesday, Thursday 
Session 2A     June to June 30    Monday, Wednesday 
Session 2B     June 8 to July 1    Tuesday, Thursday 
Session 3A     July 5 to July 28   Monday, Wednesday 
Session 3B     July 6 to July 29   Tuesday, Thursday 
Session 4A     August 2 to August 25      Monday, Wednesday 
Session 4B     August 3 to August 26      Tuesday, Thursday 
 

MRC Junior L2R two-week  session schedule for Summer 2004 

Junior L2R classes are for any kid who will be in grades 9 – 12 at the beginning of the Fall 2004 
school year. 

Session JR1: June 14 – 26, Monday – Thursday, 4-6 pm and Saturday, 8-10 am. On the last day of 
class Saturday, June 26, students will have the opportunity to race in the Badger State Games on 
Lake Wingra 

Session JR2: August 2 – 14, Monday – Thursday, 4-6 pm and Saturday, 8-10 am. 

To register for any of Mendota Rowing Club’s rowing classes, visit the club’s Web site www.
mendotarowingclub.com. Download, print  and complete the Learn to Row registration form, and mail 
it with payment and the signed waiver to Mendota Rowing Club, Attn: Learn to Row, P.O. Box 646, 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Friends of the Arboretum Native Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 8, 2004 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

Over 100 varieties of woodland and prairie plants 
 

* Propagated plants -- not dug from the wild 
* All plants native to area 

* Experts on hand to answer questions 
* Information sheets detailing care with each plant 

 
Open to the public -- proceeds benefit Arboretum projects 

10% discount to Friends' members 
 

The pre-order brochure is available on the Arb web site at www.wisc.edu/arboretum or phone 
608.263.7760. 

 
Wildflower tent near the UW-Madison Arboretum Visitor Center 

1207 Seminole Highway 
Madison WI 53711 

608-263-7760 

Oakwood Village Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Oakwood Village East-Oakwood Seasons assisted living facility needs a Bowling Activity Volunteer 
to assist residents and staff with the bi-weekly Thursday afternoon bowling activity at Seasons, 
3:00-5:00 p.m. Volunteers will need to help keep resident bowling scores, help residents with bowl-
ing and be physically able to set/re-set pins during activity. For more information, contact Volunteer 
Services 
Coordinator Kim Viney at 230-4238 or kim.viney@oakwoodvillage.net. 
 
Oakwood Village West-Tabor Oaks assisted living facility needs volunteers to help with Wednesday 
afternoon resident ceramics group or Thursday afternoon resident craft group. Volunteers are 
needed to assist 1:00-2:15 p.m. on Wednesday or Thursday providing one-to-one assistance for 
residents, and help staff with set-up and clean-up. Previous ceramics/crafts experience beneficial 
but not required. For more information, contact Volunteer Services Coordinator Kim Viney at 
230-4238 or kim.viney@oakwoodvillage.net. 
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MACSAC: For The Vegetable Less Traveled . . . . . Buy Local! 
 
Why are more and more Wisconsin consumers choosing food grown ‘closer to home’?    
Why is food that travels 1,300 miles from farm to table any different than food traveling 50 miles?  
Why are local Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) farmers giving presentations to elementary 
school students about food and farming? 
 
Find out by attending the Madison Area Community Supported Agriculture Coalition’s 11th An-
nual Open House on Saturday, March 13 at Olbrich Botanical Gardens (3330 Atwood Ave) from 
1-4pm.  This free, family-friendly event provides the public with an opportunity to explore their options 
for obtaining fresh food, grown without chemical fertilizers and pesticides, from a local farm.  Featured 
at the event will be CSA farms from south-central and southwest Wisconsin answering questions 
about their farms, being a CSA member, and how to get fresh nutrition-packed food delivered weekly 
to a pick-up site near them.  The CSA Open House will also include live music, kids activities, presen-
tations, cooking demos, and educational displays.  There will be a raffle drawing for prizes including a 
2-person CSA share from the farm of choice ($350 value).  Proceeds from the raffle benefit the Part-
ner Shares Program’s efforts to link low-income households with CSA farms. 
 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) creates a relationship between farmers and consumers who 
together share responsibility for producing and distributing food.  With a CSA, members pay a fixed 
amount to a local farmer up front in the spring.  In return, they receive 20 or more weeks of fresh or-
ganic produce beginning in May or June and ending in October or later.  In addition to offering the 
regular produce share, some farms offer spring shares of salad greens, fall shares of root vegetables, 
shares of flowers, herbs, meats, eggs, or other food items.  All CSA farms serving Madison and sur-
rounding areas deliver boxes of produce to pick-up sites for their members.  Many farms have pick-up 
sites at their farms as well. 
 
CSA promotes a local, sustainable, food system as well as a healthy sense of community.  Kay Jen-
sen, who raises vegetables, strawberries, and chickens outside of Sun Prairie at JenEhr Family Farm 
says, “CSA offers the best opportunity for us to be a part of community, in our neighborhood & town, 
& with CSA members - plus we get to feed our friends really great food.” 
 
Whether one has been thinking about joining a CSA for years, has only just heard of the concept, or 
simply wants to usher in spring with a fun, family-friendly event, the Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) Open House is the place to be on March 13.  Interested in entering the raffle for the CSA share 
but can’t attend the open house?  No problem, you don’t have to be present to win and tickets can be 
purchased in advance by contacting Doug Wubben at 226-0300. 
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Eating in Your Neighborhood 
 

The richness of your neighborhood extends just a few miles east, to the prairie farms waiting to supply 
your family’s basic food needs and an opportunity to support a local farm family through involvement 
in locally grown food – particularly your own CSA. 
CSA – Community Supported Agriculture – is your on-farm grocery store, where you can weekly pick 
up organic and locally grown fruits, vegetables and even meats. 
 
JenEhr Family Farm, located on Madison’s far east side (O.K, Sun Prairie), invites you to join for the 
2004 season. Weekly on-farm pick up allows you see the change of seasons, show your children 
where their food is grown and be involved in supporting a local farm family’s endeavors to keep Dane 
County green while producing nutritious and delicious food for real families. It’s a celebration of great 
tastes, seasonal produce and local agriculture on a sustainable scale. 
 
For more information about JenEhr’s CSA, contact farmers Kay and Paul through the farm’s website 
at www.wisconsingrown.com (downloadable brochure), email at jenehr@aol.com or call to request in-
formation at 825-9531. 

Madison Parks Foundation Seeks Charter Members--Serves Neighborhood Groups  

The Madison Parks Foundation has begun a charter membership campaign and is inviting all inter-
ested persons to join.  According to foundation President Don Last, “the foundation was incorporated 
recently to renew the one hundred year old legacy of the Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Associa-
tion.”    
 
With the help of its members, the MPPDA in the early 1900’s donated land, gave money, and created 
the energy to establish what today have become the gems of Madison’s extensive parks system, says 
Last.  If you read David Mollenhoff’s book Madison, A History of the Formative Years, he writes that 
the MPPDA “brought together an exceptionally talented community leaders that was like ‘no other or-
ganization in the city before or since’,” Last reports.  The MMPDA had an exceptionally charismatic 
leader named John Olin during its golden years 1894-1909 which help account for its success.   
 
The board of directors founded the new Madison Parks Foundation in 2003, in part, to honor the men 
and women who had the foresight and generosity of spirit to create such remarkable places as Ten-
ney, Vilas, Olin, Hoyt, Burrows, and Brittingham parks.  Accordingly, the foundation board is reaching 
out to Madison citizens of this generation to help assure the natural beauty of our city well into the 
next century.   
 
The work of the Madison Parks Foundation is supported entirely by gifts and contributions. Donations 
of cash, securities, insurance annuities, or real property are tax deductible to the full extent of the law 
per our 501 (c) (3) designation.   The foundation is inviting charter memberships or contributions from 
individuals as well as from businesses and other foundations.    
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 7)     Madison Parks Charter Members 

One of the first to become a charter member was Madison Mayor Dave Cieslewicz.  He has endorsed 
the effort and has said “We need to keep our parks and open spaces accessible to all and to maintain 
them as a vibrant part of Madison’s quality of life.  I’m proud to be a charter member of the new Madi-
son Parks Foundation and I hope you’ll join me in supporting its goal of renewing the legacy.”   
 
More information about the Madison Parks Foundation is available at www.madisonparksfoundation.
org.   A downloadable membership form is available on the web site along with a map of all city parks 
and background on the goals and activities of the foundation.   
 
“A basic annual membership is available for only $40 while persons wanting to support at the level of 
the John Nolen Circle can join with a contribution of $1000,” Last states.  Memberships are also avail-
able at the $80, $200, and $500 levels.   
 
Contributors can designate their funds be used for one of the restoration projects of the foundation, or 
for future trees, or for environmental stewardship efforts.  In addition, says Last, donors may specify 
money to be earmarked for a memorial or for the care or development of their favorite Madison park. 
 
“We want to give every Madisonian an opportunity to renew the century-old legacy of the Madison 
Parks and Pleasure Drive Association,” Last states.    
 
The foundation is looking to establish close ties with neighborhood associations, Last emphasized.  
“We know people place high value on neighborhood parks and often volunteer time and money to 
keep them in top condition,” adds Last.  Accordingly, the foundation has agreed to help local associa-
tions with park projects.  “We currently are serving as the fiscal agent for the Hawthorne Park and 
Warner Park neighborhood groups and are looking to do so in other areas of the city,“ Last reports.  
Money collected by these local groups can be managed by our foundation and donors can receive a 
tax deduction for their contributions toward their local park because we are a tax-exempt nonprofit 
corporation.  We hold funds and then return them when the local group is ready to make a park im-
provement.  “This is a win-win situation for all parties concerned.”   
 
Last is looking forward to positive responses to the membership campaign from everyone who appre-
ciates Madison’s park amenities and services and who wants our parks to be enjoyed for many future 
generations. 
                           + + + 
 
More Information:  Don Last, 287-0077 



(Continued from page 2)      Mayor’s Column 

ordinate services, partner and leverage resources, and help reconnect this vital neighborhood into the 
community at large. 
 
Neighborhood Grocery Stores 
Ensuring access to grocery stores for Madison residents remains an important issue in neighborhoods 
throughout the city and for my administration. We’re currently working on a report that will be released 
this spring to the Neighborhood Grocery Store Committee.  The document will outline related initiatives 
in other cities, assess possible tools the City of Madison could utilize to encourage food retail in under-
served areas and recommend goals and strategies for implementation. To compile and analyze this 
information I’ve hired a new intern, Heather Stouder, a graduate student in Urban and Regional Plan-
ning at the UW-Madison. 
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(Continued from page 4)  Rowing 

Madison WI, 53701-0646. To request more information or to receive a form in the mail, call 608 257 
CREW or email learntorow@mendotarowingclub.com. 

Mendota Rowing Club offers several year-round competitive and recreational rowing programs which 
participants may join after completing a rowing class. Typically, non-high-school Learn to Row gradu-
ates join the Novice team to continue practicing and improving their rowing. New rowers may race in 
Novice events. 

Students in the Junior L2R classes may continue rowing with the Mendota Juniors. The Junior team is a 
competitive rowing team composed of high school kids from the Madison area. Our boys and girls 
teams are among the top high school crews in the Midwest. Many of our boys and girls have gone on to 
row for major college rowing programs; some have rowed on the US national team. The club offers 
graduates of L2R a reduced membership fee for the summer and fall seasons. For more information 
about Mendota Juniors contact Coach Hal Menendez: call 608 257 CREW and leave a message in the 
Junior voice mailbox. 

Mendota Rowing Club was founded in 1975 by a small group of University of Wisconsin alumni with the 
primary purpose of fostering national and international rowing competition by developing amateur row-
ers. The club has since evolved into a non-profit, multifaceted organization of over 200 members. It wel-
comes and encourages men and women of all ages and levels of experience who wish to become in-
volved in the sport of rowing. 

Rowing is considered by many sports experts to be a high-quality form of total-body exercise. It is an 
excellent way to develop core and leg strength, agility, and aerobic conditioning while avoiding impact 


