
looking for a playgroup?
Westmorland Moms, do you have a playgroup in the area for ba-
bies around 12 months old? If  you do or if  you’re interested in 
starting one up and rotating houses, please e-mail Laura Baggett 
at lmbrashi@yahoo.com.

MiDValE-linColn ruMMagE SalE!
The Midvale-Lincoln PTA will hold its annual Rummage Sale 
on Saturday, March 24, at Midvale School from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Stop by and check out our fabulous selection of  toys, books, 
clothes, housewares, and other great finds.  Come early for the 
best selection or after noon for further reductions on our low 
prices. You can drop off  donations at Midvale School after 
3:30pm on Thursday, March 22, or between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. on 
Friday, March 23. We will also have donation drop boxes at Lin-
coln School and other neighborhood locations the week before 
the sale. Thank you for supporting our schools!

Questions?  Contact Becky Bishop Lien at 231-5969 or 
jlien1@charter.net or Diane Mayerfeld at 238-2223 or diane@
mayerfeld.us. 

nEWSlETTEr froM DiSTriCT 11  
alDEr TiM gruBEr. 
Contact Alder Tim Gruber at district11@cityofmadison.com, 608-
663-5264, www.cityofmadison.com/council/district11 

Hill Farms DOT Site Redevelopment
You can find information about the Hill Farms DOT State Of-
fice Building site redevelopment process at: www.hillfarmsproject.
wi.gov/ 

New Trash Cart Choice
The City of  Madison will be going to an automated trash collection 
system in September of  this year. Each residence will get a cart, 
much like the one that you got two years ago for recycling. You 
will have a choice of  a 65 gallon or 95 gallon cart size. All material 
must go inside the cart, so you will want to get a cart big enough for 
all of  your trash. You will receive a mailing sometime soon with a 
card for your to return to choose your cart size. The 95-gallon cart 
is the default size, so if  you want the larger cart you will not have 
to return the card. If  you want the smaller cart, make sure that you 
return the card.

 
Prevent Theft From Cars
To prevent theft from your cars, don’t leave anything in view, don’t 
leave anything of  value such as personal documents in your car 
(including in the glove box), and remember to lock your car doors.
 
Neighborhood Watch
If  you are interested in starting a neighborhood watch program, 
contact the Madison Police Crime Prevention Unit at 266-4238.  
For more information, see this web site: 
www.cityofmadison.com/police/watch.html 
Other Web sites:
National Crime Prevention Council: www.ncpc.org
Darkness to Light, How to Protect Children: darkness2light.org/ 
Sex Offender Registry: offender.doc.state.wi.us/public/ 

When to Call 911
Call 911 when you see a crime happening, including: burglary, bat-
tery, weapons, child abuse, you hear someone calling for help, drunk 
driver, hit-and-run accident, robbery, or any other serious crime.

 
When to Call a Non-emergency Number
Call Madison Police Department non-emergency number (255-2345 
or 266-4275) to report other problems, such as animal complaints, 
parking complaints, noise complaints, neighbor problems, fender-
bender crashes, damage to property, disorderly conduct.

Other useful numbers:
Speeders Hotline: 266-4624
Abandoned Vehicle Report: 266-4624
Bike Recovery: 267-8611
Crime Stoppers: 266-6014
West District: 288-6176
 

Cats
I received a request to address laws regarding cats. Madison General 
Ordinances state: “It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of  
any dog or cat to permit the same to run at large in the City of  
Madison.” Dogs and cats may be on your property without a leash, 
but otherwise should only be out on a leash. The person who con-
tacted me said that cats are allowed to roam the neighborhood and 
they set off  motion sensor lights and kill off  birds.

Outdoor Light Etiquette
The last newsletter that mentioned leaving outdoor lights on as a 
crime prevention tip brought a request for a reminder about light 
etiquette. Please make sure that your outdoor lights are not so 
bright that they light up your neighbor’s bedroom. Shield the lights 
so that they only shine on your yard. If  you use motion sensor 
lights, adjust them so that they won’t turn on for a passing pedes-
trian or car on the street. Thanks for being considerate of  your 
neighbors.

THE HiSTory of THE SouTHWEST 
MaDiSon CoMMuTEr Trail

This photo, from 1999, shows the railroad tracks and ties 
being removed at Odana Road for the construction of  the 
Southwest Madison Commuter Trail.



1904 Madison plat map showing the ICRR spur to Lake Wingra to service the Knickerbocker ice house.


