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A neighborhood plan is a document that articulates a shared 
vision for the future as well as a clear statement about what 
is and what is not wanted in the neighborhood. It covers a 

broad range of areas that affect the quality of life in a neighborhood. It 
typically examines subjects such as: land use/aesthetics, traffic/trans-
portation, and parks/open space. The form of neighborhood plans can 
vary as much as the issues and the neighborhoods themselves. Some 
will focus more on land use while others focus on specific projects 
such as neighborhood commercial revitalization. The plan is based 
on critical analysis of data collected about the neighborhood and it 
translates strategic thinking into tangible, measurable projects that can 
be funded by a variety of sources. All of this is accomplished through 
an active process that involves stakeholders in taking note of ‘where 
we are’ as a neighborhood, ‘where we want to be’ and figuring out 
‘how to get there.’ The most effective neighborhood plans are the 
result of a citizen-oriented process that reflects a consensus of all the 
participants in the planning process and are consistent with city goals, 
objectives and policies. The neighborhood plan then becomes a reflec-
tion of compromise, inclusiveness and collaboration; values that build 
up the sense of community in the neighborhood.

Purpose and Use of a Neighborhood Plan: 
Within a group there may be several different reasons for creating a 
neighborhood plan. The plan will require a large investment of time 
and effort, so it is important to have a clearly communicated and 
agreed-upon reason for creating such a plan. Part of everyone’s pur-
pose is for the plan to be used and for it to benefit the neighborhood 
and the City of Madison. No one wants to work hard just to see the 
plan gather dust on a shelf. Some reasons for creating a plan include:

• Priorities: Neighborhood plans should represent a consensus on 
the highest priorities of the neighborhood and alternative strategies 

that address recognized issues in the neighborhood such as new devel-
opments, safety and parks. Along with the recommendations, the plan 
should identify the mechanisms for implementing these objectives and 
should assign implementation tasks to appropriate parties.

• Community: The process of coming together as a community 
and thinking through issues and solutions is just as important as the fi-
nal product in building a cohesive neighborhood. The planning process 
focuses participants on neighborhood assets, creating a collaborative 
and inclusive environment to build community. The plan is a way for 
stakeholders to be proactive to change instead of reactive to changes 
they dislike.

• Decision Making: A consistent basis for making land use and 
redevelopment decisions by adding specificity to the portion of the 
City of Madison Comprehensive Plan relating to the neighborhood, so 
that City staff and potential developers know at a glance what is in the 
plan for the neighborhood and whether a specific proposal is consis-
tent with it. (Land Use recommendations approved by the City will 
become part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan) 

• Funding: The neighborhood can use the plan as a basis to ad-
vocate for City resources. Being able to show that a specific improve-
ment requested of the City is part of a larger undertaking can add 
credibility and weight to the neighborhood’s competition for scarce 
City resources.

Who Can Make a Neighborhood Plan? 
The participants in a neighborhood planning process should be a 
diverse group representing different interests within the neighbor-
hood. They are described in this document as stakeholders. They are 
residents (both homeowners and renters), business owners and opera-
tors, neighborhood institutions, the alderpersons, and neighborhood 
organizations. City Staff will have an advisory role in the process.

What is a  
Neighborhood Plan?
Presented by Brandon Casto • Prepared by the City of Madison Department of Planning & Community & Economic Development

















 

Who Else Wants to Be Fit, 

Toned, Firm & Sexy? 

Finally, the truth about weight loss!  Wisconsin’s 

Top Personal Trainer & Health Coach Reveals  

secrets previously reserved for clients only…

Visit: www.FitnessNomadReports.com 

To download your FREE Report  



Page 10

Located in Shorewood Shopping Center

608-441-9948 
3238 University Ave. • Madison, WI  53705

Think Globally, Frame Locally

Paul Douglas

Please contact 
Cindy André, 206-4300

for any graphic questions 
or problems with this ad. 

AD SIZE: 
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At the annual meeting on March 18, WNA Board President Joy 
Grapentine welcomed all the neighbors in attendance, recog-
nized our County Board Supervisor Al Matano, and introduced 

the candidates for District 11 City Council seat. Joy also recognized 
outgoing Board member and former WNA Board President Betsy 
Hauser on the occasion of her last annual meeting and thanked her for 
her commitment, support and hard work for Westmorland. After the 
regular meeting, Elissa Pollack moderated the District 11 candidate 
forum with questions from the audience. Thanks to all the neighbors 
who turned out on the same day as the Badger’s basketball game! 

Board Election: Joy Grapentine, Elissa Pollack, Dave Blouin, Chris 
Gunst, and Brandon Casto were elected to two-year terms on the 
WNA Board. 

Committee Reports
Treasurer: Brandon Casto reported that 2006 was a successful 

and strong year for the WNA. WNA neighbors individually donated 
more than $4,000 to the Capital Campaign for the library via the 
membership drive and the WNA is committed to donating $10,000 
over the next three years as well. Brandon reported that the WNA 
will be facing a large outlay for the Neighborhood Plan in develop-
ment by the Planning and Development Committee.

Adult Social: Brandon reported that the recent event went very 
well. Volunteers and additional ideas for events were requested. Ideas 
include: historical nights, movies in the park and a card club. Please 
contact Kristy Casto with other ideas.

Combined Health Fund Drive: Richard Miller reported that 

the 2006 Fund drive raised more than $12,000 for 15 charities. 
Garage Sale: Betsy Hauser reported that 75 households participated 

in the WNA Garage Sale in 2006. This year’s sale will be held on Saturday, 
Aug. 4. Ads will cost $5 per household for those who wish to advertise.

History: Ken Wiesner reported that the History committee has 
more stories to come for the Courier and requested more historical 
photos from WNA neighbors. The committee will scan them into a 
database and return the originals.

July 4th Celebration: Jan Murphy reported that we had another 
great July 4th Parade and Party in the park last year. She requested 
help from volunteers to continue the traditional party including a 
volunteer coordinator and kids games coordinator.

Web Site: Jan reported that she hopes to have WNA Board min-
utes posted to the site in the future

Park and Greenspace Committee: Kris Schoenbrunn gave a 
brief update of committee activities and invited potential volunteers 
to fill out a form with available volunteer opportunities.

Safety Committee: Mike Bell reported that there has been some 
progress on working with the City to get traffic calming on S. Owen and 
Caromar. Six speed “humps” are planned for construction in September 
or October 2007. The Madison Police Dept. alerted the WNA to the fact 
that a registered sex offender now resides in the district. Mike will meet 
with the MPD to determine the nature of the crime by this offender. 

Planning and Development Committee: Brandon Casto said 
that the PDC is working to build a good working relationship with the 
developer and management staff at Sequoya Commons to ensure that fu-
ture concerns can be addressed as needed. Traffic flow at the construction 
site will change and details will be sent to the WNA Web site, Courier and 
the library. A public scoping meeting on the developing Neighborhood 
Plan will be held on May 19. City officials and representative from other 
neighborhoods which have developed plans will be in attendance to field 
questions. The plan will need to be paid for by a combination of a grant 
from the City and fund-raising by the WNA. Neighbors will have the op-
tion to contribute via the Annual Combined Fund Drive later this year.

Capital Campaign: Betsy Hauser reported that the campaign has 
raised more than $500,000 toward the $975,000 goal.

Block Captains: Joy recognized and thanked all the Block Cap-
tains for their hard work and efforts on behalf of the WNA.

2007 WNA Annual Meeting Report by Dave Glouin
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NeiGHBorHooD NeWS
n  Anthony Lane welcomes two new neighbors. Tim 

moved to Madison 4 years ago from Chicago, after 
receiving his masters degree from DePaul Univer-
sity. He is currently employeed at Epic Systems 
Corporation in Verona and is an active member of 
the Wisconsin Rugby Club. This is Tim’s first home 
purchase, so he is looking for good advice on home 
ownership or the Westmorland neighborhood. 

n  Congratulations to Jamie and Adam “Bean” Gepner! 
Their daughter, Eliza Rachel Gepner, was born on 
December 29th, 2006! She weighed 6 pounds, 7 
ounces and was 19.5 inches! She is their first baby. 
They are having a great time getting settled in as a 
family!

n  Eileen Hannigen and Chris Dolan, 4022 Winnemac, 
had a daughter, Holly Maureen on Jan 1, 2007. She 
joined big brother, Thomas, 3.

n  The following are new residents on the 4100 block 
of Birch Avenue: 
At 4115 Birch Ave. Kevin & Cheryl Conard. Kevin is a 
Facility Manager and Cheryl is a Quality Assurance 
Manager. 
 
At 4122 Birch Avenue: Karen Linden and Elise Bar-
ho. Karen is a Counselor. Elise is a Project Manager 
at the University of Wisconsin. Children are Sierra 
Barho 6, and Sasha Barho, 4.

n  Elizabeth Cranley moved to 533 Caromar with  
her daughter Fiona, 4½. Elizabeth works for the 
Wisconsin Center for Education Research at UW.

n  New block captain for the 3800-3900 blocks of 
Saint Clair Street will be Melissa Klipstine of 3906 
Saint Clair St.

n  David Peterson and his kids, 4310 Herrick Lane, 
want to build an ice castle next winter. He’s looking 
for your help to gather molds for the “ice bricks.” 
The heavy duty (approximate 3 gallon) rectangular 
or square cat litter containers (for example, Tidy 
Cats & Scoop Away) with pop-off lids work the 
best. They are found at Woodmans and Wal-Mart 
among other places. Don’t throw them out—save 
them! They need about 100 of them. You can drop 
them off at 4310 Herrick Lane or call Dave at  
231-6925 and he will come and get them.






































Save the Date!
WeStomorlanD GarDen tour 

is tentatively planned for  
Sunday, June 24, from 1-4 p.m.  

If you are interested in  
helping to plan the tour or  
show your gardens, contact  
Pat Sammataro at spaniels@

charter.net or 770-2019. Watch 
for signs around the neighbor-
hood as the date gets closer.

WeStmorlanD  
neIGhborhooD GaraGe Sale 
on Saturday, aug. 4. Watch for 
a registration form in the next 

issue of the Courier. Questions? 
Call betsy hauser at 236-4211.



Olbrich’s Plant Sale with the Pros
Professional Advice & Spectacular Plants

Members Only:    Friday        May 11    11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
General Public:    Saturday     May 12      9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

THE PROS
A unique team of experts to help you choose the best plants! 

THE PLANTS
The newest varieties and Olbrich’s favorite garden-tested plants selected by Olbrich staff.

Plant list at www.olbrich.org

NEW! THE PRO POTTING BENCH
Free container design and planting. 
Proceeds benefit Olbrich Botanical Gardens

3330 Atwood Avenue Madison, WI  608-246-4550

Sequoya Library News by Tracy Buchta

Good news! Construction for the new library is starting! Bad news! 
Parking is going to be a little tricky. There will be no access to 
Midvale through the parking lot from Caromar. There is pedestrian 
access from the lots on the east side of the building. While we realize 
this may be an inconvenience, we are very excited for the work to 
begin on our beautiful new library!

Sequoya Book Sale
June Jubilee Book Sale, June 2, (Following Sale: July 7), Saturday 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 2 p.m. Bag Sale (Selected Books), Great Prices
(Next to Bergmann’s in Midvale Plaza)

Large selection of children’s books, holiday selections, gift quality 
books, classics, cookbooks, sci-fi, needlework, audiovisuals and much 
more. Your donations support the Sequoya Branch Library through 
the Friends’ Book Sales. Spring house cleaning? Moving? Just want to 
donate your books to a good cause? The Friends of Sequoya Library 
will gladly accept your donations of books and audiovisual items.

On June 2 (the same day as the book sale) there also will be 
a bake sale sponsored by the neighborhood children to benefit 
Sequoya’s new children’s area. More events to be announced for our 
annual June Jubilee!

Sequoya Fundraiser
Kevin Henkes, award-winning author and illustrator, will highlight a 
fund-raiser for the Sequoya Branch Library on Sunday, June 3, 2007 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Henkes, the author of many beloved children’s 

books, including Lilly’s Purple Plastic 
Purse and Kitten’s First Full Moon, will 
read from one of his books, talk about 
writing and illustrating books and 
answer questions from the audience. 
Plans for the new library also will be 
presented.

In January the Sequoya Capital 
Campaign Committee issued a challenge to the 14 neighbor-
hoods served by Sequoya Library to each raise $10,000 for the 
furnishing of the new library. So far, Midvale Heights, Westmorland 
and Nakoma have met the challenge. Hill Farms, Sunset Village and 
Dudgeon-Monroe neighborhoods are sponsoring this fund-raiser, 
asking their neighbors to contribute to building a bigger and better 
Sequoya. All Sequoya users are welcome to attend the event.

Sequoya Chess Club
Chess Club is not just for kids anymore! All school-age children and 
adults with a basic knowledge of chess (knowing how the pieces 
move) are welcome. No registration required! Drop-ins welcome! 
Come to play, come to learn! First and third Fridays of each month. 
Adults 2 to 4 p.m.; kids 4 to 6 p.m.

Summer Library Program “  
Get a Clue @ Your Library”
Registration begins June 15! For more information, go to  
www.madisonpubliclibrary.org.
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Buyer Incentives available with 
accepted offers prior to June 1, 2007

TUESDAYS 11am - 2pm       THURSDAYS 3:30pm - 6:30pm
SATURDAYS 12pm - 3 pm           SUNDAYS 1pm - 4pm

Prices starting at $159,900

555 MIDVALE BOULEVARD
608 / 216 - 9888

E-mail - sales@sequoyacommons.com
WWW.SEQUOYACOMMONS.COM

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish
invites your children to our 
Vacation Bible School 

Avalanche  Ranch
A Wild Ride through God’s Word! 

June 18 –22, 2007 
from 8:30-11:30 am

Open to kids ages 4 through entering 4th grade 

REGISTRATION FORMS 
AVAILABLE ON LINE 

at www.qopc.org 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR
Junior high students through adults  

Contact Mary Jo Vitale at vitale@qops.k12.wi.us

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish
In the Westmorland Neighborhood 

401 South Owen Drive
Parish Center 231-4600  School 231-4580 

Did you know that for the past 10 years, Lincoln School has given out schol-
arships to several past Lincoln students, who have some sort of need and 
are now graduating from high school? Lincoln staff donates monies yearly 

to the fund and then selects several students who show positive interest in further 
education, as confirmed by their high school’s guidance counselors. 

Selected students come to the 5th grade promotion ceremonies in June to say 
a few words about the importance of their education history and plans for their 
future. These selected students need to be enrolled for both semesters of their 
freshman college program following graduation. They must provide transcripts and 
an invoice from the registration office between January and May of their freshman 
year. We then pay by cashier’s check part of their second semester tuition.

We now think it is time to expand our “asking base” by coming to both the 
Midvale and Lincoln communities for donations to help further honor and help our 
past students. With a larger monetary base, we could add a few more kids to our 
list or give a few more dollars to those selected. We feel that these students need all 
the help they can get at this time of their lives.  

Remember, “It Takes a Village to Raise a Child,” and these kids still need help 
getting to where they need to be. Please consider sending in money—either cash 
or a check—to the Lincoln Scholarship Fund at Lincoln School, 909 Sequoia Trail, 
Madison, WI 53713.

Sincerely,    Lincoln Scholarship Committee Members

Lincoln School Scholarships 
by Nicki Miller

History Committee 
Needs Your Help 
This year, the Westmorland History Commit-
tee will be hosting a table at the 4th of July 
Celebration with a theme of “Celebrations of 
Yesteryear.” Our display will showcase photo-
graphs, materials, and recollections of 4th of July 
celebrations gone by—whether from 1952 or 
2002. To do this, we need your help! Please con-
tact Ken Wiesner, Tom Martinelli or Kristy Casto 
(contact information is located on the back page 
of this edition of the Courier) if you would like to 
contribute to the display.

1973 July 4th Parade. Photo from Genevieve Finnigan 
scrapbook
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Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish

A Westmorland Neighbor since 1945
401 South Owen Drive

Parish Center 231-4600  School 231-4580
www.qopc.org

Mass Schedule
Weekdays: 6:30 & 8:15 am
Saturday: 5:00 & 7:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:15 am

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish is a large, vital 
community of believers challenged by Christ’s call 

to help build the Kingdom of God through worship,
education, and service. Come join us!

Courier extra—online
Additional articles of interest to the West-
morland neighborhood are available to 
read on our Web site.

n   A newsletter from District 11 Alder Tim 
Gruber

n   Neighborhood announcements

n   Summer activities at the arboretum

n   Updates on Westmorland neighbor-
hood events, such as the Garden Tour, 
July 4th Celebration and Garage Sale!

n   Information about WNA committees 
and other volunteer opportunities

n   And much more!
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Westside Community Market
by Amy Kinast
The Westside Community Market announces its 2007 outdoor season, marking the third year of this popular 
Madison farmers market.
When: Saturdays, April 21 to Nov. 3, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Where: Madison’s Near West Side, Hill Farms State Transportation Building parking lot at the corner of Segoe 
Road and Sheboygan Avenue, one block south of University Avenue and one block west of Hilldale Mall.

What: The Westside Community Market is a vendor-run farmers market with 50 Wisconsin (majority from 
South Central Wisconsin) producers featuring fresh, locally grown, raised or produced: vegetables, fruits, 
berries, meats, cheeses, baked goods, bedding and blooming plants, cut flowers, native perennials, dairy, eggs, 
mushrooms, pickles, preserves, honey and more.

What’s New? New this year are two excellent cow cheese vendors. Bruce Workman is the Master Cheesemaker 
from Monticello’s Edelweiss Creamery. Last we checked, he was the only cheesesmaker outside of Europe to 
make the giant wheels of Swiss (Emmentaler) with golf ball-sized holes. Nine other types round out the offer-
ings from him and his wife, Kathy. Karl and Greg from Brunkow Cheese near Darlington already have a strong 
following in Madison from the downtown market. Brined and pickled vegetables will be more plentiful. Happily, 
almost all the 2005 and 2006 vendors are returning. The Web site now features a Friends group sign-up form to 
receive our weekly e-newsletter, the Weekly Update from Joan.

For more information: www.westsidecommunitymarket.org, Manager Vivian Green, 873-4096
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caleNdar of eveNts iN aNd arouNd WestmorlaNd

Please send calendar submissions to Jenn Woolson, at jenn.woolson@mcmurry.com.

Date event Place/time Contact

May 19 Wna Planning and Develop-
ment meeting

Midvale Lutheran  
Community Church,  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Brando Casto, 204-9013. 

May 19 Westmorland neighborhood 
Garlic mustard Pull

Corner of Glenway and the 
bikepath, 9 a.m. to noon Kris Schoenbrunn, 233-4832

June 2 Friends of Sequoya library 
used book Sale

Next to former  
Bergmann’s location;  

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
(bag sale at 2 p.m.)

www.madisonpubliclibrary.org

June 24 Westmorland Garden tour To be announced Pat Sammataro, 770-2019, 
spaniels@charter.net

July 4 66th annual Westmorland 
July 4th Celebration

Westmorland Park,  
see the next Courier  

for more details

 Jan Murphy, 236-9209, 
murphy007@sbcglobal.net

Aug. 4 Westmorland neighborhood 
Garage Sale

See the next Courier  
for more details Betsy Hauser, 236-4211
















































Joy Grapentine President 238-8818, joygraps@charter.net
betsy hauser Past-President  236-4211, betsyhauser2206@yahoo.com
elissa Pollack Vice President 238-2533, elissa@tds.net
brandon Casto Treasurer 204-9013, bcasto@tds.net
Dave blouin Secretary 233-8455, burroak15@charter.net
Jan murphy At-large member 236-9209, murphy007@sbcglobal.net
Chris Gunst At-large member 441-0265, gunst5368@yahoo.com

Current Committee Chairs and Other Important Contacts
Advertising Manager Kristy Casto  204-9013
 kecasto@tds.net

Adult Social Events Coordinator  Brandon Casto  204-9013
 bcasto@tds.net

Block Captain Coordinator  Jessica Maes  442-6067
 jkmaes@tds.net

Children’s Social Events Coordinator  Mary Campbell 238-2920
 mattmary@tds.net

Combined Health Fund Drive  Richard Miller  238-2873
 miller4110@tds.net

Database Manager  Libby Waller 231-3625
 etwaller@yahoo.com

Garage Sale Coordinator  Betsy Hauser  236-4211
 betsyhauser2206@yahoo.com

Garden Tour Coordinator  Pat Sammataro  770-2019
 spaniels@charter.net

Healthy Lawn Team Representative Claire Gervais  233-8455
 cmgerva@gmail.com

History Committee Co-Chairs  Tom Martinelli 233-2850
 tmartinelli@tds.net
 Ken Wiesner 233-6423
 WiesnerK@msn.com

July 4th Event  Jan Murphy  236-9209
 murphy007@sbcglobal.net

New Neighbor Packets Coordinator  Becky Bishop Lien  231-5969
 jlien1@charter.net

Westmorland Park and  Kris Schoenbrunn 233-4832 
   Greenspace Manager

Planning & Development  Brandon Casto  204-9013
   Committee Co-Chairs bcasto@tds.net
 Chris Schmidt 238-7494
 chris@chrisschmidt.org

Safety Committee Chair  Mike Bell  238-2223
 michaelbell@wisc.edu

Santa Visits Coordinator  Jessica Maes  442-6067
 jkmaes@tds.net

Web Site Editor  Jan Murphy  236-9209
 murphy007@sbcglobal.net

2007–2008 BOARD

Deadline for the
July 2007

Courier is June 4.

To advertise in  
The Westmorland Courier,

please contact  
Kristy Casto, 204-9013  
or kecasto@tds.net. 
Visit www.madison.
com/communities/

westmorland/contact.
php to view the current 

ad rate sheet.

Please direct newsletter
editorial submissions to:

The Westmorland Courier
c/o Jenn Woolson
3818 Meyer Ave.

Madison WI 53711
238-7803 or  

jenn.woolson@ 
mcmurry.com

Print production of the Courier by 
Silverline Studio.


