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If you have questions or comments please email: dis-
trict11@cityofmadison.com or call 663-5264 (home) 217-
3390 (cell).

 
construction season: Winter is over and now it is 
construction season. Regent Street will be closed and 
rebuilt, from Franklin Ave to Highland Ave.

 
Hill farms Dot site redevelopment: The plans for 
the Hill Farms State Office Building site will be likely 
be submitted to the city for approval on May 9. The 
plans will be reviewed by the Urban Design 
Commission, Plan Commission, and other City of 
Madison committees before going to the Common 
Council for final approval. The plans show a good 
location for the Farmer’s Market. The site of the 
Sheboygan Community Gardens is still in question. 
You can find information about the Hill Farms DOT 
State Office Building site redevelopment process at 
this web site: http://www.hillfarmsproject.wi.gov/.

 
Hilldale Hotel: Hilldale is working on plans for a new 
hotel located between the food court and the loading 
dock on the west side of the mall. The design of the 
building and site will be very important. The plans will 
be reviewed by the Urban Design Commission, Plan 
Commission, and Common Council. A representative of 
Joseph Freed and Associates presented the plans at 
the Sunset Village Community Association meeting on 
May 8. Hill Farms Neighborhood Association will also 
likely hold a neighborhood meeting to review the plans 
at some point.

 
brush collection: The City of Madison has resumed 
brush collection. For those on Thursday trash collec-
tion routes, have your brush at the curb by 7 a.m. on 
the third Monday of the month. For those on Friday 
collection routes, have your brush at the curb by 7 a.
m. on the fourth Monday of the month. For more 
information: http://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/col-
lectionBrush.cfm.

 
Vandalism in lucia crest Park: Playground equip-
ment in Lucia Crest Park was vandalized over the 
weekend of April 28, by painting graffiti on it. The 
graffiti has been removed. If you have any information 
about the vandalism, please call the Madison Police 
Department non-emergency number, 266-4275, or 
Crime Stoppers, 266-6014. If you see vandalism hap-
pening, call 911.

 
Home compost bin sale: The City of Madison is 
holding a Earth Machine home compost bin sale on 
Saturday, May 12, from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at the 
Alliant Energy Center. The price of the bins is $39 

plus tax. For more information: http://www.cityofmadi-
son.com/streets/compostingBinSale.cfm.

 
Volunteer oPPortunity

By Nicole Murphy, Home Chore/ENJOY Coordinator
North/Eastside Senior Coalition
 
Volunteers are needed citywide to assist senior adults 

of modest means with summer lawn care. This is a flexible 
volunteer opportunity, determined by the volunteer’s sched-
ule. Please call Nicole Murphy with the Madison Coalitions 
of Older Adults at 243-5252 or nmurphy@nescoinc.org

 

youtH Volunteer oPPortunities in 
your neiGHborHooD

By Ashley Jones

United Way of Dane County has produced a Youth Vol-
unteer Opportunities Booklet. Created by the United Way’s 
Volunteer Center, it is targeted to people ages 7-17 who are 
looking for volunteer opportunities across Dane County or 
right in their neighborhood. United Way has made it easy 
for young people in your neighborhood to get involved and 
make a difference.

This booklet is organized to follow the Agenda for Change, 
the seven goals identified by the community as most impor-
tant. These include helping kids succeed in school; ensuring 
children are ready for kindergarten; reducing homelessness; 
promoting independence for seniors and people with disabili-
ties; increasing access to health care; and more!

“Youth volunteerism has a great impact on our community 
and the young people who volunteer. Their enthusiasm and 
hard work help us achieve amazing results,” said Kathy Mar-
tinson, Director of the United 2-1-1 and the Volunteer Center.   

The Youth Volunteer Opportunities Booklet is available 
at local libraries, credit unions, the United Way’s Volunteer 
Center, or online at www.unitedwaydanecounty.org. Youth are 
welcome to volunteer with friends, a club, a youth group, or 
their family. Volunteering is a great way to get involved in the 
community, gain experience, build partnerships with others, 
and make friends. 

For more information on volunteering, please call the 
United Way Volunteer Center at (608) 246-4380. For press 
inquiries or to arrange an interview with a youth volunteer 
please contact Ashley Jones with United Way of Dane County 
at (608) 246-4350 ext. 6243. 

fitful sleeP foresHaDows DecaDe of 
DoinG

By Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk

Back in September 1996, I’d wake up in the middle 
of the night, wrestling with all these ideas about what I’d 
wanted to do to make a difference for Dane County.

Things haven’t changed. I still struggle to find sleep.
And believe it or not, it’s still about all the things I want to 
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do to serve you. We’ve done a lot together in 10 years.
 Wisconsin’s Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson adminis-

tered my first oath of office on April 15, 1997, launching a 
decade of fighting for children, working families and farmers, 
and Dane County’s natural resources.

The words I used more than 10 years ago are true today 
– we must all step up and be part of the solution. You did 
step up – and we got results.

We got results everywhere – from helping our most 
vulnerable struggling young families climb the ladder out of 
poverty, to helping repeat offenders turn their life around, to 
protecting our precious natural resources and agricultural 
lands.

By working together and challenging the status quo, we’ve 
done so much.

During my first year in office, thousands of you offered 
your ideas about how to manage growth in a fast-growing 
county often touted as among the nation’s most desirable 
places to live.  These ideas became the core of the 1998 
action plan -- Design Dane! 

Together, we passed the 1999 advisory referendum that 
showed the public’s overwhelming support for earmarking 
$30 million in 10 years to buy key lands for parks and natu-
ral resources for generations to come. That commitment 
to the forward-thinking Conservation Fund also fueled last 
year’s creation of the new water quality-focused Land and 
Water Legacy Fund, dedicated to smart land uses that keep 
our lands green and our waters blue.

In 2000, we unveiled the Farms and Neighborhoods initia-
tive to create economic opportunities for our farmers and 
agri-businesses and to prevent sprawl. That spirit is why we 
are in the lead to use manure digesters to help our farmers 
and to keep our waters clean.

I’ve instituted improvements to our 911 system, including 
a multi-community agreement to get the nearest ambu-
lance to you—no matter your ZIP—and another program to 
improve response to fires. I’ve added more than $50 million 
dollars per year to our Sheriff’s budget to improve public 
safety. And we are a leader in innovative cost-effective pro-
grams that hold inmates accountable for their behavior, but 
offer alcohol and drug treatment so they can turn their lives 
around.

Thanks to a variety of innovative alternatives for young of-
fenders, we are helping to keep more kids on the right path.

In 2004, we began the family-by-family program known 
as the Allied Drive Early Childhood Initiative. Parenting skills, 
employment training and life skills are all part of this highly 
effective program that is proposed for expansion in Gov. Jim 
Doyle’s pending 2007-09 budget bill.

We also transformed our Dane County Regional Airport 
into a beautiful standout facility, guaranteed to help our lo-
cal businesses and tourist traffic. Our new courthouse, our 
coming new Badger Prairie nursing home for our most fragile 
citizens and the revival of the Regional Planning Commission 
to focus on water quality. These are just some of the recent 
milestones that mean a better future for the county’s nearly 
half-million citizens.

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to serve.
Thanks for the memories, mettle and most of all—the 

momentum. 

arboretuM eVent inforMation:
By Pat Brown

Events are open to the public, and tours take place 
regardless of weather unless the naturalist decides it would 
be unsafe. Call 608-263-7888 if in doubt. Unless otherwise 
noted, public events are free and tours begin at the Arbore-
tum Visitor Center. Visit our Web site at uwarboretum.org.

Arboretum’s Earth Focus Day Camp for children 3-14, 
runs June - August. For more information about the camp, 
go to: http://uwarboretum.org/education/efdc/

 Arboretum Visitor Center Hours: Weekdays 9:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m.; Weekends 12:30 - 4 p.m.

Steinhauer Trust Gallery:
May 1 - June 28
“Songs of Spring: Wood Warblers of the Arboretum.” Artist 

James Miller presents a series of exquisitely rendered col-
ored pencil drawings of the warblers that nest in or migrate 
through the Arboretum.

The Arboretum in June
In June, there are often too many mosquitoes to enjoy 

walking at length in the woodlands. Evening visitors might 
see fireflies among the grasses of the gardens and prairies. 
Giant silk moths emerge in mid-June.

The prairies put on a show all summer. If you come every 
two weeks, you will see a different display each time. With 
more than 300 species of plants in total, there are up to 
14 different species coming into bloom each week. Warm 
summer days are good times to see butterflies and other 
interesting insects of the prairie ecosystem.

Curtis Prairie is the first attempt by humans to restore a 
prairie, as far as we know, and has been the site for many 
significant scientific studies. Two new studies have been 
started this year – one to observe the effect of fire on gray 
dogwood, and the other to determine how best to remove 
invasive reed canary grass from Curtis Prairie.

The four acres directly south of the Visitor Center were 
burned on April 6. It’s interesting to see the difference in 
flowering and height of the grasses between burned and 
unburned areas of the prairies. The fact that prairies are 
adapted to fire and benefit from an occasional burn was 
discovered here by John Curtis and his students in a series 
of experiments during the 1940s as they tried to under-
stand how to restore a prairie on this former farmland.

Public Events for June 2007
June 2 – Saturday, 9 a.m.–noon
Arboretum Ecological Restoration Work Party: “Wingra 

Oak Savanna” Volunteer for restoration activities and learn 
about prairies and savannas. Tools and training provided. 
Groups welcome with advance notice. Meet at the gravel 
parking lot along Arbor Drive just off Monroe Street. For 
more information: 265-5214 or mlfarrior@wisc.edu

June 2 - Saturday, 9 a.m.
Friends of the Arboretum Annual Meeting. Breakfast buf-

fet, business meeting and program by Kenny Salwey, author 
of “The Last River Rat.” Reservations required. Phone 608-



263-7760 for information.

June 2 - Saturday, 8-9:30 p.m.
Arboretum Night Walk: “Waning Moon.” One night after 

the full moon, enjoy an evening walk as the sun sets and a 
waning moon partially lights the night.

June 3 - Sunday, 8:30 -10:30 a.m.
Arboretum Walk: “Indian Mounds.” Hundreds of earthen 

mounds built more than 1000 years ago once lined the 
shores of Madison area lakes. The naturalist will lead a walk 
to the mounds and talk about the fascinating cultures that 
preceded ours. The mounds remaining in Wingra and Gal-
listel offer an opportunity to see different shaped mounds in 
one area.

June 6 - Wednesday, 7 p.m.-dark
Arboretum Longenecker Gardens Tour: “Conifers.” For 

those confused about telling a spruce from a fir, this walk 
through the Garden’s spectacular conifer collection should 
provide some answers.

June 9 – Saturday, 9 a.m.–noon
Arboretum Ecological Restoration Work Party: “Core Area 

and Curtis Prairie” Volunteer for restoration activities and 
learn about prairies and savannas. Tools and training pro-
vided. Groups welcome with advance notice. Meet at the 
front steps of the Visitor Center. 9 a.m. to noon. For more 
information: 265-5214 or mlfarrior@wisc.edu

June 9 - Saturday, 1 p.m.
Arboretum Earth Partnership for Families: “Bison--Giants 

of the Grassland.” Once the American bison roamed the 
prairie and savanna in great numbers. What do and don’t 
you know about these massive, shaggy creatures? We’ll 
surprise you with activities and information!

June 10 - Sunday, 8:30 -10:30 a.m.
Arboretum Walk: “Greene Prairie.” Explore Greene Prairie’s 

mosaic of grasses dotted with color from phlox, blue-eyed 
grass, yellow star grass and up to 30 other species. Meet at 
the Grady Tract parking lot, located at the southeast corner 
of the Beltline and Seminole Highway.

June 10 - Sunday, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Arboretum Family Walk: “Who’s that buzzing in your ear?” 

Discover the fun and fascinating world of insects on a walk 
especially tailored to families.

June 13 - Wednesday, 7 p.m. - dark
Arboretum Longenecker Gardens Tour: “Hardy Roses and 

Other Late Bloomers.” With luck, the Gardens’ diverse col-
lection of rugosa, “Canadian Explorer,” and other hardy roses 
should be at their end-of-spring peak of bloom.

June 16 – Saturday, 9 a.m.–noon
Arboretum Ecological Restoration Work Party: “Grady 

Tract” Volunteer for restoration activities and learn about 
prairies and savannas. Tools and training provided. Groups 
welcome with advance notice. Meet at the Grady Tract park-

ing lot. For more information: 265-5214 or mlfarrior@wisc.
edu

June 17 - Sunday, 8:30-10 a.m.
Arboretum Walk: “Walk the Prairie with Papa.” For Father’s 

Day, an exploration of Curtis Prairie and adjacent restora-
tions features East Curtis Prairie, a rare prairie remnant that 
has never been plowed.

June 20 - Wednesday, 7 p.m. - dark
Arboretum Native Plant Garden Tour: “Savanna and 

Prairie Gardens.” Celebrate the beginning of summer by 
visiting our woodland, savanna and prairie gardens. This tour 
provides an overview of the Wisconsin Native Plant Garden 
as well as inspiration and ideas for native plant gardening at 
home.

June 21 - Thursday, 8-9:30 p.m.
Arboretum Night Walk: “Solstice.” Enjoy sunset on the 

longest day of the year and the night before the full moon 
as the naturalist points out items of interest that may not be 
apparent to the casual observer -- all of which should add 
up to an “illuminating” evening.

June 23 – Saturday, 9 a.m.–noon
Arboretum Ecological Restoration Work Party: “Core Area 

and Curtis Prairie” Volunteer for restoration activities and 
learn about prairies and savannas. Tools and training pro-
vided. Groups welcome with advance notice. Meet at the 
front steps of the Visitor Center. 9 a.m. to noon. For more 
information: 265-5214 or mlfarrior@wisc.edu

June 24 - Sunday, 8:30-10:30 a.m.
Arboretum Walk: “Grady Tract.” If it is a warm, sunny day, 

you may see many species of butterflies throughout the 
prairie and savannas. Meet at the Grady Tract parking lot, 
located at the southeast corner of the Beltline and Seminole 
Highway

June 27 - Wednesday, 7 p.m. - dark
Native Plant Garden Tour: “What’s Blooming?” Find, com-

pare and learn about flowers on native trees, shrubs and 
herbaceous plants, and see what’s new in our collection of 
plants native to southern Wisconsin.

June 30 – Saturday .8-9:30 p.m.
Nightwalk: “Once in a Blue Moon.” When there are two full 

moons in a month, the second is called at blue moon. We 
will take advantage of this with an extra evening walk this 
month.


