
OPPORTUNITY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
FRIENDSHIP By Loree Davies
Would you like to become friends with UW-Madison interna-
tional students, scholars and possible family members? The 
“Friendship Sharing” program of  Madison Friends of  Interna-
tional Students is looking for more “friendship volunteers” to 
match with students from other countries.

Your responsibility would be to contact your student(s) and 
arrange opportunities for occasional visits to your home for a 
meal, a picnic, outing, etc. while this student is at the university. 
There is no set schedule for doing this. Believe me, this is a 
very rewarding experience. You learn about other cultures and 
you befriend lonely students. Contact Loree Davies, lorwyn@
chorus.net or 238-1817 if  you are interested or would like more 
information.

BUILDING STRONG NEIGHBORHOODS. 
LEARNING FROM THE PAST. LOOKING 
INTO THE FUTURE By Julie Stroick
Mark your calendar! The City of  Madison’s citywide neighbor-
hood conference is planned for Saturday, November 11, 2006, 
at the Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center. 
Neighborhood residents and people who care about neighbor-
hoods are invited to attend to build their skills and knowledge 
in such important areas as organizational development, neigh-
borhood improvement projects, and working with city officials, 
developers and landlords. There will be over 30 workshops to 
choose from during the all-day (8 a.m. to 4 p.m.) event.

All are welcome! For more information, contact Linda 
Horvath of  the City of  Madison Department of  Planning and 
Development, at 267-1131, ext. 119, or check the City Web site, 
www.ci.madison.wi.us/neighborhoods/. Special thanks to MGE 
for their continued support of  this neighborhood-based event. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT HOSPICEC-
ARE INC. By Dan Chin
What difference does a couple of  hours make? At HospiceCare, 
a lot! You’d be surprised at the variety of  volunteer opportuni-
ties that HospiceCare offers! Helping in the kitchen, gardening, 
visiting with patients, working with computers…Whatever your 
skills or interests, we could use a helping hand—yours!

Want to learn more? You CAN make a difference. Start today. 
For more information, call Claire Carlson at 327-7163 or visit 
www.hospicecarinc.com. On the “Volunteers” subhead click on 
“Application.” 

NATIVE BY DESIGN: A “HOW-TO” 
CONFERENCE FOR GARDENERS
Sunday, September 17 - 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
University of  Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum
Fee: $50 ($43 for members of  Friends of  the Arboretum)
Using the University of  Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum’s 
Wisconsin Native Plant Gardens as an outdoor classroom, we’ll 
combine seminars, expert advice and living examples to show 
you how to become a successful native gardener.
We’ve gathered experts to lead you step-by-step through devel-
oping, maintaining and improving your native garden. Get your 
gardening questions answered at our “Ask the Experts” table, and 

come away with an impressive list of  native gardening resources. 
You’ll have opportunities to ask questions, learn from fellow gar-
deners and gain enthusiasm and inspiration for native gardening.
Keynote Address: “Native Landscape Design: Where Art and 
Nature Meet” by Darrell Morrison, landscape designer for 
the Arboretum’s Native Plant Gardens. He is also Professor 
and Dean Emeritus at the School of  Environmental Design, 
University of  Georgia, and a Fellow of  the American Society of  
Landscape Architects.
Garden Dialogue: An interactive walking tour of  our Native Plant 
Gardens. Experts will lead small groups through the gardens, 
pointing out living examples of  possibilities for native gardeners.
Lunch is provided, with vegetarian and non-vegetarian options.
Workshop I—Participants can select one of  three options:
• How to Get Started—Dr. Evelyn Howell, Chair of  the Land-
scape Architecture Department, University of  Wisconsin-Madi-
son, will guide you through how to begin a native garden project, 
including how to analyze your site, basic design principles of  
native gardening, site preparation and choosing the right combi-
nation of  plants for a healthy landscape.
• How to Enhance & Diversify Your Garden—Darrell Mor-
rison, nationally recognized for his work studying naturally 
evolving landscapes as an inspiration for designed and managed 
landscapes, will provide information and tips on management 
techniques and inter-planting of  additional species for partici-
pants who already have their projects under way.
• How to Attract Wildlife—Arboretum naturalist and expert 
gardener Sylvia Marek will discuss how to attract and provide for 
wildlife in your native landscape. She will offer suggestions for 
plants to attract butterflies and other pollinators, and to provide 
food and shelter for birds.
Workshop II—Participants can select one of  three options:
• How to Plant & Maintain a Native Garden—Mike Anderson, 
plant ecologist and owner of  Biologic Environmental Consulting 
will discuss how to develop management plans for a new garden 
in order to maintain higher diversity and prevent unwanted 
garden pests. This is an opportunity to learn techniques and 
management strategies for new gardens.
• How to Plant a Rain Garden—Cheryl Bauer Armstrong, Ar-
boretum outreach specialist and expert on rain garden planning 
and installation, will show you how to plant a diverse array of  
wildflowers that help absorb storm water and allow it to infiltrate 
the ground.
• How to Deal with Invasive Plants—Kelly Kearns, plant con-
servation program manager with the Endangered Resources 
Bureau of  the Wisconsin DNR and state invasive plant coordi-
nator, will help you learn to identify and control plants that can 
invade native gardens.

HELP A NEIGHBOR  By Laura Steele
Help your elderly and disabled neighbors through the Neighbor 
to Neighbor Program, which matches you with an elderly or 
disabled neighbor in need of  a little help or a social visit. Funded 
by United Way of  Dane County, Neighbor to Neighbor is a col-
laboration of  11 area nonprofit agencies serving older adults and 
people with disabilities.

Be a good neighbor. Call Neighbor to Neighbor at 274-2770 
to learn who and how you can help.



NEWSLETTER FROM DISTRICT 11 AL-
DER TIM GRUBER. 
Contact Alder Tim Gruber at district11@cityofmadison.com, 
608-663-5264, www.cityofmadison.com/council/district11 

Hilldale
New plans for Hilldale and Whole Foods will be considered by 
the Urban Design Commission on Wednesday, September 6. 
For City of  Madison agendas, see this Web site: http://legistar.
cityofmadison.com/mattersearch/home.aspx 

Hill Farms State Office Building Site
The State has plans to redevelop the site of  its Hill Farms State 
Office Building. Attached is a summary of  the process for 
developing plans. At this point, the state is in the initial planning 
stages.

Midvale Plaza
On July 18, the Common Council approved the plans for Mid-
vale Plaza by a vote of  17 to 2. The plans still need to have final 
approval by the Urban Design Commission (UDC). The plans 
will be considered by the UDC on October 18.

Budget
It is budget time again. Mayor Dave Cieslewicz is working on 
the City of  Madison budget for 2007, which he will submit to 
the Common Council for public testimony, debate, amendments, 
and a vote in November. Please let me know if  you have priori-
ties for the budget. You can call me, email, or attend one of  my 
listening sessions (see below).

Listening Sessions
I have scheduled two listening sessions. The subject of  these is 
the budget or any other ideas or concerns that you may have. 
Here are the dates and times:
Saturday, September 30, 1 to 2 p.m., Sequoya Library, 513 S. 
Midvale Blvd.
Saturday, October 7, 1 to 2 p.m., Sequoya Library, 513 S. Midvale 
Blvd.
If  you cannot make one of  these times and would like to meet 
and talk, I will be happy to arrange another time for us to meet.

Madison Metro Ride Guide
Bus routes and schedules on Madison Metro have changed. For 
a Ride Guide and other information: http://www.cityofmadison.
com/metro/ 


