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History Committee (HC):  How long have you lived at this address 
Herman Liegel (HL):  We (his wife Arlene and him) built this house 23 years ago.  We 
lived at 4122 Meyer Avenue before that, and moved there in 1948.  When we bought this 
lot, it was part of a six-lot parcel, and the only one left.   
   Arlene passed away four years ago, on April 4, 2001.  I’m 90 years old and do my own 
cooking, but now I’m tired out, so the house is for sale. 
 
HC:  Are you originally from Madison? 
HL:  No, I’m from southwest Wisconsin, and graduated in 1936 from the UW Dairy 
School.  Then I worked at Irish Valley Cheese Factory.  Later, I worked in a meat market 
and then went to Rennebohm’s Restaurant.   
   I bought the Cedar Grove Cheese Factory in Plain, Wisconsin for $5,000 which 
included the factory, a house, barn, chicken house, shed and outhouse. 
 
HC:  Were you the original owners of the house on Meyer Avenue? 
HL:  No.  There was a man in that house at 4122 Meyer for only a year, then he sold.  He 
paid a $12,000 purchase price, and there were many empty lots at that time.   
   When Arlene and I bought it in November of 1948, $13,000 was the asking price, and it 
was in the Town of Madison.  When I went to pay the taxes, I found out that I was 
assessed the most, and asked the assessor to come through.  Then in 1949, I was the 
lowest one—at about $200 or so! 
  In 1948, Midvale Boulevard did not exist.  It was a big strawberry patch and farm.  
Glenway was a golf course, and the Village Bar was there.  A grocery store was next to 
the Village Bar, and Jim Farrell was the meat cutter.  He bought cheese from me during 
the war, about a 1,000 pounds at a time.  He sold a lot of dry goods. 
  The kids had nice neighbors—very nice!  The Leahys, Keanes and others.  When we 
moved in on Meyer Avenue in ’48, the Quinns lived there, and the Walljaspers, who are 
still there. 
   We were there for 35 years.  There were 40-some people in the 4100 block that we 
knew.  Now there are only two left. 


