
Transcript from July Interview 
With Victor and Vincenza Martinelli 

At 4309 Travis Terrace 
 
Beth:  So, you have been here a total of 60 years. 
 
Vincenza: Oh yes. There were only about three houses on the block then. And then 

people started moving in. A friend of mine moved on the block. And I met 
a woman who was moving in, and we’ve been friends for 60 years—she’s 
gone now. But she had two little girls. And we had a two year old, and I 
was expecting our second. That was in the fall of ’49. And then we joined 
Our Lady Queen of Peace. They built the school first, and we went to 
mass in the school basement for year. We had to go door to door to collect 
money to build the parish!  

 
Victor: We’d lived on Proudfit Street. Just about a block from the beach.  
 
Beth: So you thought this was the boondocks out here? 
 
Victor: She thought, “Well, where are you taking me?” 
 
Vincenza: I didn’t drive! And even if I could, the street was a muddy road. 

Remember, you parked your car in that store over on Mineral Point, a 
grocery store over there. Next to where the Village Bar is. And that’s 
where we had to park.  

 
Victor: Tokay down from where Midvale is down past our home was just dirt 

road. There were so many pheasant right across the dirt road, where it was 
fenced. And there were cows over there, where we picked asparagus along 
the fence line. 

 
Vincenza: I think it was the Hammersly Farm. 
 
Victor: Well, I don’t know about that, but right here, when we moved here, 

adjoining to us was Klingelhafer’s  Orchard.  
 
Vincenza: A kid’s paradise! The orchard—the boys they’d love to play in there. We 

only had one boy. 
 
Victor: Four girls. Now they’re all retired . . . (brief account of what they all do 

now…they’re good to them and take them where they want to go) 
 
Vincenza: The park was real nice for the kids. The city had high school kids that 

worked with the children. They had crafts and games and all kinds of 
stuff. You could send the kids there and they’d be safe. They could go in 



the morning, come home for lunch, and then go back if they wanted. Until 
about four o’clock. 

 
Victor: Different from today, they could take their bikes and go to Midvale school 

or the park…it was a nice neighborhood feel. 
 
Vincenza: After awhile, the whole place was full of children. I remember one 

summer, this block and the next one over, we counted the children, and 
there were 37 children living here. This street was so nice for the kids 
growing up on this street. Especially with the apple orchard. 

 
Victor: None of that was developed. 
 
Vincenza: We tried to buy a lot from him, but he wouldn’t sell. He wanted to develop 

it himself. 
 
Victor: I wanted to take an option on one of the lots, but he wanted to develop it 

himself. He was going to build homes himself at the time. But then he had 
an accident and, I think, cut a couple fingers off. And that was the end of 
that. So then he sold the lots. Tinglehoffer’s Orchard (became the 600 
block of Chatham Terrace). 

 
Beth: Had you two grown up and met in Madison? 
 
Vincenza: All our lives—both of us. 
 
Victor: In Greenbush. Never on the East side. She was down on Frances Street. 

And I grew up on Proudfit. I was right on the fringe of Greenbush. . . . 
Well, when we moved here, it was two blocks south, on Tokay. Our 
address over there was 4318 Tokay Blvd.; this is 4309 Travis Terrace. 
Two blocks south. 

 
Beth: What made you move? 
 
Vincenza: Well, we had three girls- 
 
Victor: The house was too crowded— 
 
Vincenza: Yeah, Three girls, and it was crowded. And Gary was born in June, and 

we moved in the spring.  
 
[Digression about Queen of Peace today and yesterday, good education, much more  
affordable] 
 
Beth: Can you tell me anything about the parks and the events—things about 

Westmorland that made it unique? 



 
Vincenza: Well—the 4th of July—everybody got involved. We didn’t have fireworks 

right away when we first moved in. But then all my family would come 
over here, and we would take a shortcut right through there-there’s a little 
walk—we’d go to Westmorland, see the parade, see the fireworks. 

 
Beth: Did you build this house? 
 
Vincenza: Well, partly. 
 
Victor: The foundation was in. But then we took over from there. We made some 

changes from the original building’s design. We wanted to have some 
room in the kitchen. We had the laundry room moved downstairs. 

 
Vincenza: Now my children want me to move it upstairs. 
 
Victor: Then even when we were here, we were gonna have a fifth child, so we 

added that room back there, and then put in that screened room… 
 
 
Beth: Why did you pick Westmorland? What made you move from Proudfit? 

 
Victor: We decided we wanted to build a home and this area was developing. And 

as I recall the cost of a lot was $950.00! And I often thought years later, 
“Well, I should’ve bought the whole lot (block?)!” But who had money? 

 
Vincenza: No, I said it.  
 
Victor: But just think about that lot (block?) today. 
 
Vincenza: We looked at a few houses, but we didn’t like any of them 
 
Victor: So we had that house [on Tokay] built. Before we moved here. 
 
Beth: Are there any big events, like the Tornado in 2004 or 05 that stick out in 

your mind? 
 
Vincenza: The tornado didn’t affect us too much. 
 
Victor: Looking back, I can’t think of anything particular… 
 
Vincenza: Well, there was that terrible high school accident on Glen Drive. They 

were killed. They were burnt. Their car caught fire. We were still living on 
Tokay.  

 



Victor: They were going too fast and didn’t make that curve. They’ve improved it 
since then. 

 
Vincenza: But it was mostly happy memories. 
 
Beth: I like that. And what about the social events that used to happen here? 
 
Vincenza: I used to be the block captain for many many years here…and as I got 

older, I thought some young people should take over. 
 
Victor: I remember the Santa Claus visitations, and the 4th of July Parade of 

course. 
 
Vincenza: And the kids always used to decorate their bicycles and wear costumes for 

the Halloween Parade every fall.  . . .  We’re the only original ones left 
here on this block—the first builders. Families with children are starting to 
move in again. 

 
Victor: Yes, they’re starting to come back. . . .Mayor Otto Festge lived right there. 
 
Vincenza: They were nice neighbors. They were the second owners. 
 
Victor: They were there for many years. 
 
[digression about their kids today and the dogs they’ve adopted, gardening, and screen  
porches…and we faded off because Vincenza had water aerobics to get to…] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 


