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Westmorland youth are skilled dan-
delion pullers and we had a tie for 
first place in the 4th annual Earth 

Day Speedy Weedy dandelion pulling contest. 
Seven teams of two kids each pulled dandeli-
ons for two minutes, relay fashion. Cheering 
them on were numerous fans including some 
who came all the way from the Twin Cities and 
even our State Representative Terese Berceau. 
Stella Bush and Emma Larson (one of last year’s 
reigning champions and daughter of Brett, 
the all-time champion) and Will Taylor and 
Willie Ohkerrmann pulled 14 dandelions and 
won first place. In a second round of competi-
tion, Oscar Larson and Will Taylor won with 
12 dandelions pulled. Winners went home 

with pansies. Other kids participating 
were Alex Bohm, Ella Blouin, T. 

Edward, Maggie Morgan, 
Alanna Olsen, 
Jackson Schoer 
and Phoebe 

Woolson. 

In the adult division, 
two newcomers to the 
sport tied for first place as 
well. Vicki Goodman and 
Paul Woolson each pulled 50 
dandelions in four minutes. Vicki graciously gave 
Paul the prize of a new Speedy Weedy tool rather 
than hold a “weed-off ” to break the tie. Paul 
in turn, offered to lend Vicki the tool anytime. 
Other adults competing were Dave Herrmann 
and Julie Horst. 

True to form, several people continued pull-
ing dandelions long after the contest was over, 
enjoying the mesmerizing allure of using the 
tool. If you want to experience easy weed pulling 
yourself, borrow one of the loaners provided by 
the Healthy Lawn Team and the WNA. We have 
several types of ergonomic upright weed pullers 
to try. It’s an organic way to get rid of weeds. 
Contact Astrid Newenhouse, 3814 Winnemac 
Ave., 231-2622 (astridn@wisc.edu). Or buy 
the $30 Speedy Weedy from A.M. Leonard’s at 
www.gardenersedge.com. 

Speedy Weedy Dandelion Pulling Contest
By Astrid Newenhouse and Kristin Davis

By Jan Murphy
July 4th is on a Friday this year and only a few months away. It’s time to start thinking about those red, 
white and blue bike decorations for the parade, not to mention the hats, wands, wagons and wheels of 
every kind. The next issue of the Courier will have a flier with the details of the annual event, but now is 
the time to call me and volunteer your time for 2008. Any amount of time is welcome. You could:

n Bring baked goods for the Cakewalk n Run a game at the game tent 
n Sell tickets for the games n Decorate tents with red, white, and blue
n Set up tables and chairs in the food tent
Are you handy? Do you have carpenter skills? The July 4th committee is always looking for new 

ideas for kids’ games. We also are looking for someone to be co-captain of the kids’ games.
If you want to help out or have ideas on how to make the 67th our best event ever, contact Jan 

Murphy at murphy007@sbcglobal.net or 236-9209. I look forward to hearing from you.

Earth Day in Westmorland

Find photos and more about Earth Day on page 3.

67th Annual July 4th Event



Page 2 President’s Message
By Dave Blouin

Spring in Westmorland is a time of rapid change and renewal. This is especially true of your WNA 
Board of Directors. This column would have been penned by our new Board President Brandon 
Casto. Unfortunately for Westmorland (but good for him), Brandon and his wife, Kristy, are leav-

ing us soon to move to Eau Claire, where Brandon has accepted a job promotion. Brandon served on 
the Board for four years, volunteering most recently as WNA Treasurer, co-chair of the Planning and 
Development Committee and, for a brief time this spring, President. Kristy has been equally com-
mitted: she was recently elected to the Board, managed advertising for the Courier and Directory, and 
served on multiple committees. 

Outgoing President Joy Grapentine and her family also are leaving us as her husband will be starting 
a new job in Tennessee later this summer. Joy is leaving the Board now to start planning their move. She 
served on the Board for three years and was the WNA President in 2007-08 during especially tumultu-
ous times for the WNA. Last but not least, Jan Murphy has left the Board to free more time for other 
WNA volunteer activities. Jan served on the Board for two years. Luckily for the neighborhood, she 
remains our 4th of July Celebration coordinator. Each of these outgoing Board members will be missed; 
please thank them for their time and devotion the next time you see them around the neighborhood.

The loss of these great neighborhood representatives to the Board can be your opportunity to step up 
and help us keep Westmorland the best neighborhood in Madison. We have openings for up to four new 
Board members. Serving is relatively easy as we generally meet only once per month and the meetings 
are informal. We also need some help filling in at least one key position that Kristy Casto filled; Adver-
tising Manager for the Courier. Please contact me if you’re interested in any of these or other volunteer 
opportunities or if you have questions.

New WNA officers have been elected for 2008-2009: Chris Gunst, Treasurer; Chris Schmidt, Vice 
President; and Dave Blouin, President and Secretary. 

Looking further ahead, we will soon have a professional planner hired to develop the joint neighbor-
hood plan and the new Sequoya Library is expected to open this fall. This is an exciting time for West-
morland. Seeing the kids at the Children’s Earth Day Celebration and the volunteers who helped with 

the park cleanup that weekend (Thank you!) made me grateful to have the 
chance to give some time back to the neighborhood. Please consider joining in 
by donating some of your time and talents. Please contact me at: 233-8455 or 
burroak15@charter.net if you have any questions or concerns.Your neighborhood 

pharmacy for over 60 years!
Your neighborhood 
pharmacy for over 60 years!

MALLATT
Pharmacy & Costumes

3506 Monroe Street 608.238.3106
Monday-Friday 9-6      •       Saturday 9-5      •      Closed Sunday

Post Office & UPS        Cards & Gifts

Wine        Prescription Delivery

Costumes & Accessories

Mallatts_3.25x4.5_Ad  3/21/07  1:48 PM  Page 1

We Need Your Help!
We’re looking for two volunteer positions:
n  Courier Area Rep—neighbors who are interested 

in learning more about the duties and time com-
mitment can contact Jessica maes, Block Captain 
Coordinator, at 444-5959 or jkmaes@tds.net.

n  WnA’s Ad manager will be moving out of the 
neighborhood this summer which means there is 
an opening for this important volunteer position! 
the Ad manager corresponds with businesses and 
others interested in advertising in the bimonthly 
Courier and the biannual directory. Ad revenue 
helps offset the cost of production and printing of 
the Courier and the directory. If you enjoy inter-
acting with members of the business community 
and other service providers, have about six hours 
per month that you could dedicate to this activity, 
and have average computer skills, don’t miss this 
opportunity to contribute! For information, contact 
dave Blouin (burroak15@charter.net, 233-8455).
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Earth Day Celebration
By Claire Gervais and Janet Beach Hanson

The kids had lots of fun too making Earth Day buttons, yard 
signs, and mobiles, and planting seeds at Westmorland Park. 
Once again, all teams were winners at the recycling relay 

game! Each year our kids are getting smarter and smarter about glob-
al warming, giving hope to the creation of the earth-friendly future 
we strive for. More than anything, it was wonderful to see families 
reconnecting after a long winter. Thanks to the parents and neighbors 
for the variety of snacks and assisting the kids with their activities.

Good Progress on Park Maintenance
Rain was predicted, but the morning blossomed into one of those 
perfect days for working outdoors. A small 
but hardy group of neighbors 
vigorously attacked the mulch 
piles, weeds and other spring 
cleaning tasks. We were joined 
by a hairy woodpecker busily 
drilling a new home in an old 
crab apple tree near the rock 
garden. All in all, it was a very 
satisfying day. Many thanks to 
everyone who participated in this 
annual rite of spring. 

 
Top: Emma Larson and Stella Bush, kids’ Speedy 
Weedy winners, make their Earth Day pins. Above: 
Vicki Goodman and Paul Woolson tied for speediest 
weeder title with 50 dandelions each. Left: State 
Representative Terese Berceau learns the hang of 
speedy weeding from the Westmorland kids.

Celebrating our 25th year: 1983-2008

MONROE STREET FRAMING
1901 Monroe Street
Madison, WI 53711

608.255.7330
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Have you noticed the gleaming steel 
houses in Westmorland that look like 
quilted squares of enamel? There are 

two at the corner of Glenway and St. Clair, 
one on Gately, one on South Owen (see photo 
below), one on Chatham Terrace and one 
on Critchell Terrace. They’re called Lustron 
homes, a type of house built by the Lustron 
Corporation between 1948 and 1950. The first 
Lustron in Westmorland was built in 1949.

A Bit of History
The story of the Lustron home actually starts 
with the Great Depression. From 1929 
through 1941, there were very few new 
homes built because very few people could 

afford them. When America entered World 
War II in 1941, all resources were diverted to 
the war effort, and again very few new homes 
were built. It wasn’t until veterans started 
returning from The War and started having 
families—the baby boom parents—that the 
lack of new homes became severe: veterans 
were literally living in chicken coops, silos, 
garden shacks—anyplace they could sleep for 
a night or a few days.

As the true magnitude of the housing 
shortage became critical, the federal govern-
ment finally started to pass legislation ban-
ning nonessential construction. All building 
materials and labor was diverted immediately 
to building houses for veterans.

In comes Carl Strandlund, an Ohio 
businessman with an idea of building and 
distributing houses the way cars were built 
and distributed: on a factory assembly line, 
with dealerships to do the selling. (Strand-
lund’s original idea was to build gas stations 
for corporate gas suppliers, but the govern-
ment didn’t approve of using steel for that 
purpose). Strandlund applied for and got a 
start-up loan totaling $12.5-million from 

the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
(RFS), a federal agency created in 1932 
to help with economic recovery during 
the Depression. He also got permission 
to use half of the Curtiss-Wright plant 
(about 600,000 square feet) in Colum-
bus, Ohio, which had been used to build 
warplanes.

The Standard Lustron
Strandlund’s typical Lustron home 
was about 1,000 square feet, had two 
bedrooms and came with an exterior 
sheathing made of two-foot-square steel 
panels. In fact, the entire structure and 
much of the interior was made of steel. 

Exposed steel, such as interior and exterior 
walls, had a porcelain-enamel finish. Exterior 
color options were pink, tan, yellow, aqua, 
blue, green and gray. Interior color options 
were beige and gray. Architects who had 
created the Lustron interiors had included 
many built-in features to use space efficiently, 
such as closets, vanities, clothes drawers, 
bookshelves and cabinets. There was even 
a built-in that was both a dishwasher and 

clothes washer—a very modern convenience 
in the late 1940s.

A Lustron cost almost $11,000, which 
was quite a bit more than the average $8,000 

price tag for a standard wood-frame house. 
The allure of the Lustron was in its promise of 
low maintenance, durability and speed of as-
sembly, as well as its use of modern technolo-
gies. Each house had 3,000 parts (see postcard 
at top of page) that took 400 man hours to 
create in the factory. The pieces were then 
shipped to the building sites on a specially 
designed truck (see photo above). Once at 
the building site, it took about 350 man hours 
to assemble the steel-frame house—less than 
building a wood-frame house, but more than 
Strandlund’s estimate of 150 hours.

There were always concerns that Strand-
lund could not be successful, and the nega-
tive attacks grew with each passing month. 
Strandlund failed to file regular reports with 
the RFC, the $12.5-million original loan was 
a fraction of what was actually needed (total 
RFC money was more than $35 million), the 
retail price was higher than predicted, and he 
could never produce the 100 houses a day he 
had promised—not to mention the political 
enemies that wanted Strandlund to fail. When 
the RFC foreclosed on its loans in 1950, 

By Jan Murphy

in  
Westmorland

Housing  
After the War 

John Sylvester’s Lustron at 505 S. Owen Drive

The specialized truck that brought Lustrons to the building site.

The 3,000 parts 
of a Lustron 

Home.
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Strandlund couldn’t find financing anywhere 
else, and the Lustron Corporation went bank-
rupt just shy of 2,700 houses delivered and 
installed: the grand housing experiment was 
over in two years.

Back to Westmorland
Much of the Westmorland housing was also 
built in the post-war years, so the Lustron 
came at a perfect time for Westmorland.

According to several of the Lustron home 
registries, there are 18 Lustrons in Madison, 
seven of which are in Westmorland and an-
other five across Mineral Point Road in Sunset 
Village. All the Lustron homes in Westmor-
land are the Westchester two-bedroom deluxe 
model. None of the original owners (see chart 
below) still live in the homes – March 2008 
marked the 60th anniversary of the first Lus-
tron rolling out of the Columbus factory—
but Findorff, the construction company that 
erected the homes, is still in business.

One of the new owners, radio personality 
John Sylvester (“Sly”), actively sought out buy-
ing his Lustron home at 505 S. Owen Drive. 
“I talked the owner into selling it to me when 
she hadn’t even thought about selling it yet.” 
Sylvester loves the history and era of the Lus-
tron. Walking into his home is like stepping 

back into the 1950s, 
from the pictures, to the 
furniture, to the gad-
gets. He began restoring 
the Lustron almost as 
soon as he bought it in 
1996. But the major 
restoration projects 
began in 2002, when he bought the interior of 
a second Lustron home for its parts. Though 
always wanting to do a little more, his major 
restoration projects were completed in 2004.

Love of Lustron also affected Pat Pue at 
3810 St. Clair St. She lived in the house first 
as a renter, slowly getting attached to the 
feel of the place and loving the built-ins, and 
now lives there as its owner. Not that she’d 
planned on buying it, but when the friend 
who owned the house decided to sell it, she 
realized, “I couldn’t image strangers living in 
here.” Now when she walks through the door 
after work, she knows she’s home.

Like Pue’s initial introduction to a Lustron, 
Betsy Rodenstein and her fiancée rent the Lus-
tron at 418 Critchell Terrace—the only Lus-
tron in Westmorland with a Lustron garage. 
She knew nothing about Lustrons until she 
read some information left behind by the last 
renter. She says “the coolest thing about the 

house is that you can put anything on the walls 
with magnets,” a featured mentioned by both 
Sylvester and Pue. But winter in a Lustron is 
not fun. With heating costs so expensive in 
general, it’s especially expensive in a Lustron 
home where the walls are cold to the touch 
and there’s no insulation. (Strandlund ad-
vertised radiant heat in the Lustrons, but the 
heating system never worked as promised.)

It’s hard not to draw comparisons between 
the famous Tucker sedan, also a product of 
this era, and the Lustron home: Both were 
ideas ahead of their time, both fell far short 
of their promises and ended in bankruptcy. In 
the years following World War II, it seemed 
that a new idea and a bit of spin were as 
important to starting a business as actual 
business acumen. So the historical thread 
that connects the Lustrons of today to that 
window in time 60 years ago continues to 
fascinate us more for its spectacular boldness 
than for its spectacular failure.

Did you know that May 2008 is the 60th anniversary of the 
Westmorland neighborhood being annexed to the City of Madison?

Location Color Application for Permit (to build) First Owner/(owner’s address)
418 Critchell Terrace  Gray (has a Lustron garage) Aug. 12, 1949 William C. Winders (211 N. Randall Ave.)
556 Chatham Terrace  Yellow not found  
537 Gately Terrace  Yellow May 27, 1949 William L. Clapp 
534 Glenway Street Yellow Feb. 21, 1949 Kenneth Nicholson (618 State St.)
505 S. Owen Drive Aqua June 27, 1949 Robert & Jane McBurney (Madison)
548 S Owen Drive Gray (has vinyl siding covering exterior) June 22, 1949 Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Horne (1204 Rutledge)
3810 Clair Street  Tan Oct. 24, 1949 Lester Olson (2401 Dahle St.)

?
Interesting Links/Book
Lustron Preservation: www.lustronpreservation.org
Wkipedia: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lustron
Documentary film: lustron.org
Lustron Homes: The History of a Postwar Prefabricated Housing 
Experiment, a book by Thomas T. Fetters and Vincent Kohler

NOTE: J. H. Findorff & Son, Builder, Hyland-Hall Co., Plumber, and Cirves Electric Co., Electrician for all but 556 Chatham Terrace.

OrIGInAL WeSTMOrLAnD LuSTrOn HOMeS OWnerS
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Board Meeting
WNA Board President Joy Grapen-

tine welcomed everyone to the 
2008 Annual meeting on March 

16. Joy recognized outgoing Board of Direc-
tors members Elissa Pollack, Jan Murphy 
and Betsy Hauser and thanked them for their 
dedicated service to the WNA. 

Board Election: Chris Schmidt and 
Kristy Casto were elected to two-year terms 
on the WNA Board. Board members Joy 
Grapentine, Brandon Casto, Chris Gunst and 
Dave Blouin were elected in 2007 for two-
year terms. Note that Brandon, Kristy and 
Joy have resigned since the meeting (see the 
President’s Message on page 2).

Proposed Change to WNA Bylaws: 
Joy read the proposed Bylaw change adding 
the Glenway Golf Course to the WNA and 
Brandon noted that the City has accepted the 
boundary change and is unlikely to change 
the golf course boundaries. The change was 
approved unanimously. 

“Section 2. Location (change in italics)
The neighborhood represented includes 

all properties located within the Westmorland 
neighborhood, Madison, Wisconsin, generally 
bounded by Mineral Point on the north, on 
the east by the eastern boundary of the Glenway 
Golf Course (includes all Glenway Golf Course 
land), on the southeast and south by 
the Southwest Bike Path, formerly 
Illinois Central Railway tracks), and 
on the west by Midvale Boulevard.”

Committee reports 
Treasurer: Brandon Casto reported 
that the WNA had a generally good 
financial year. Member numbers 
were up slightly. He reported that 
big events such as the 4th of July 
celebration and the Wine and Cheese 
Social may lose money, but the losses 
are expected; these events are part 
of how the WNA gives back to the 
neighborhood and residents.

Adult Social: Brandon reported 
that the Wine and Cheese Social 

is the only adult social event currently. At-
tendance was down somewhat this year. The 
committee would like to collaborate with the 
History committee on new events. Brandon 
asked that neighbors interested in helping out 
contact Tom Martinelli.

Combined Health Fund Drive: 
Richard Miller reported that the drive was 
successful and raised $8,480 from 141 
households. The funds were distributed to 15 
charities. Richard also reminded folks that 
contributions are tax deductible as the drive 
is a separate non-profit with a long tradition 
of giving by Westmorland residents.

Membership Drive: Libby Waller 
reminded residents to watch for their per-
sonalized information on this year’s drive 
forms and to please proofread the info. She 
reported that last year’s membership drive 
was successful with a slight increase in WNA 
members. 

Garage Sale: Betsy Hauser will continue 
this year as the WNA Garage Sale coordina-
tor. This year’s sale is on Saturday, Aug. 2, 
from 8 a.m. to noon. Goodwill will come 
around after the noon closing to pick up 
leftovers from the curbs.

Library Capital Campaign: Betsy re-
ported that Sequoya Library has exceeded the 

fundraising goal and thanked the WNA for its 
contributions to the new library. In recogni-
tion, two pillars in the new library (opening 
this fall!) will have plaques recognizing the 
WNA.

History: Tom Martinelli reported that the 
History committee is in its fifth year and con-
tinues to meet at Queen of Peace on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month at 8 p.m. All are 
welcome to attend. The committee is consider-
ing a booklet of all the history articles written 
for the Courier. Twenty-three articles have been 
written so far with more on the way. The com-
mittee continues to collect information such 
as Board minutes, photos, slides, old Couriers, 
old Directories, clippings and oral histories. 
Contact Tom to contribute or help out. 

July 4th Celebration: Jan Murphy 
continues as coordinator this year and she re-
quested that interested volunteers contact her.

Website: Jan reported that because the 
current WNA website is hard to use, she will 
be setting a new one up with a different host. 
This should make it easier for committee and 
issue chairs to post info to the site.

Park and Greenspace Committee: 
Kris Schoenbrunn reported that the commit-
tee is very busy this spring with numerous 
events planned—see page 8 for details. This 

active committee is always looking for 
more helpers. Call Kris to volunteer.

Planning and Development 
Committee: Chris Schmidt gave an 
update on the progress of the neighbor-
hood plan. Hiring of a professional plan-
ner should take place by June 1 with a 
target of the end of the year for the plan 
itself. Chris also reported on potential 
changes to Phase II construction at Se-
quoya Commons and on possible traffic 
calming measures for Odana Road.

The business meeting was followed 
by a Dane County Board of Supervisors 
District 11 Candidate Forum between 
Steve Ingham and Al Matano (incum-
bent) and moderated by WNA Board 
member Chris Schmidt.

Midvale Lutheran Church 
to Remodel

Randy Schultz, Co-Chair of the Midvale  
Community Lutheran Church Building Committee, 
reported that the church is planning a significant 
remodeling effort which includes the sanctuary, 
entrance area and more. The effort will require a 
fundraising effort of $2.5 million. Randy brought 

maps and illustrations for neighbors to view.  
He requested that WNA members contact him 
with questions, comments or feedback. The 

church office phone is 238-7119.

WnA AnnuAl

By Dave Blouin
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Hill Farms D.O.T. lot 
at Segoe Road &
Sheboygan Ave 

Saturdays 
7am - 1pm
Beginning April 19th

Featuring Free Coffee,
Weekly Prize Drawings, 

and a Wide Variety 
of Local Products!

 For more information, visit: www.westsidecommunitymarket.org

There’s a place for us...There’s a place for us...There’s a place for us...There’s a place for us...

There’s a time for us...There’s a time for us...

Are you a knitter or know someone who 
enjoys knitting? If so, please consider 
contributing your talents to meet a 

need at Midvale Elementary School! Join us on 
Thursday, May 29, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Midvale School for “Knittin’ a Mitten for Mid-
vale,” sponsored by Midvale-Lincoln PTA. All 
you need to bring are your sets of size 4 and 
size 5 double-pointed needles. You will receive 
yarn, a beginner level pattern, and a chance to 
knit and socialize with other knitters. Refresh-
ments provided. If you’ve always wanted to 
learn how to knit a mitten, this is the perfect 
opportunity! Teaching staff from area knitting 
shops will be on hand to teach the techniques 
and answer any questions about the mitten-
making process! If you don’t have the needles, 
consider purchasing your sets from The Sow’s 
Ear in Verona, as they are offering a 15 percent 

discount to customers purchasing needles for 
the “Knittin’ a Mitten for Midvale” project. 

Our goal is to supply the school with 200 
pairs of mittens for the winter season of the 
2008-2009 school year, to be distributed by 
school staff to students in need. Yarn donation 
collection is currently under way! Knitters 
will receive a supply of yarn to knit as many 
pairs of mittens as they can over the course of 
the summer, as well as instructions for deliv-
ery to the school when completed. 

If you want to contribute yarn or if you 
can’t join us on May 29 but want to par-
ticipate, please contact Jennifer Wang 
at 236-0495, jlwang42@gmail.com 
or Angie Morgan at 231-9704,  
uplandmo@merr.com for more 
information. 

Westmorland 
Knitters,  
Join the  

‘Yarn-Overs’
Did you know that 

Westmorland has its very 
own knitting group? We 
meet the third Tuesday 
of the month at 7 p.m. 
Locations range from 
people’s houses to the 

Memorial Union Terrace 
(weather permit-
ting). Contact Mimi 

Levinson at mimi.
levinson@gmail.

com to learn more.

‘Knittin’ a Mitten for Midvale’
 By Angie Morgan
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Yes, it’s going to be a HUGE year for 
the Park and Greenspace Committee 
and we need your help! Many won-

derful opportunities have converged in 2008 
to create a HUGE need for volunteers. You’d 
be amazed how fast the work goes if we get a 
crew of people. 

• No experience necessary. 
• Fun and treats provided.
• Satisfaction guaranteed!

Please give us an hour or two of your time!
Thursday, May 15: 6:30-8 p.m.: 200 

shade plants to plant at the Tokay Blvd. 
entrance to Westmorland Park

Sunday, May 18, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m.: WEED FEED (This will be a 
blast!) Westmorland and Dudgeon-
Monroe will join forces to continue 
our battle against garlic mustard along the 
bikepath at Glenway Street and in the Glenwood 
Children’s Park. Local chefs from RP’s Pasta 
and Dardanelles will provide edibles involving 

garlic mustard. To partake, volunteers must roll 
up their sleeves, pull some weeds or bring a 
weedy dish. Live music will be provided by folk 
rock artist, Dorothy Scott. Please see the garlic 
mustard insert in this edition of the Courier for 
lots of great information about this exploding 
invasive coming to a yard near you soon.

Saturday, June 14, 9 a.m.-
noon: 500 Rain garden plants to 
plant in the “ravine” west of the Tokay 

entrance to Westmorland Park. Give 
us an hour!

Saturday, June 21, 9 a.m.-
noon: 700 Prairie plants to plant 

near the Tokay Blvd. entrance 
to Westmorland Park. Give 
us an hour!

Keep your eyes on the West-
morland Listserv for other opportunities or for 
more info or questions, call Kris at 233-4832, 
Bonnie at 233-5109, or Janet and Wayne at 
238-4355.

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish

A Westmorland Neighbor since 1945
401 South Owen Drive

Parish Center 231-4600  School 231-4580
www.qopc.org

Mass Schedule
Weekdays: 6:30 & 8:15 am
Saturday: 5:00 & 7:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:15 am

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish is a large, vital 
community of believers challenged by Christ’s call 

to help build the Kingdom of God through worship,
education, and service. Come join us!

Located in Shorewood Shopping Center

608-441-9948 
3238 University Ave. • Madison, WI  53705

Think Globally, Frame Locally

Paul Douglas

Please contact 
Cindy André, 206-4300

for any graphic questions 
or problems with this ad. 

AD SIZE: 
3.25”w x 4.25”t 

THE BEST IN TOWN

DOUGLAS
ART & FRAME

Get Ready for a Huge Year 
with the Park and Greenspace Committee
By Bonnie McMullin-Lawton, Westmorland Park and Greenspace Committee 

GrILL OPen 11:00 AM TO 11:45 PM

VILLAGE BAR

Corner Mineral Pt. and Glenway
Packaged Goods at
Liquor Store Prices
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Have you noticed the growing number 
of rain gardens and prairies being 
planted in the Madison area and 

wondered why? 
In preparation for one of the grants we 

received this year, I attended a required class 
about urban water issues. Of course, I knew 
that runoff from our roofs and pavements (as 
well as agricultural runoff) is raising havoc with 
our lakes, but I gained additional insights into 
why we’re having problems with our beloved 
Madison lakes as well as newer concerns about 
our groundwater table. 

The good news: rain gardens and native 
plant gardens can have a significant impact! 
Yes, that means you, your yard. You can make a 
difference—and have fun doing it! How often 
do we get a chance like that these days?

Here’s the short of it: Runoff from our 
roofs, driveways, sidewalks and even our 
manicured lawns (which do not readily absorb 
significant rainfall or thaw) send water and 
sediment quickly to our Madison lakes creat-
ing two big problems:

n Too much sediment, pesticides, herbi-
cides, etc. in our lakes

n Too much water leaving our water table
The Rain Garden Solution (and most of 

this also applies to prairies or native plant 
gardens): A dry garden of native plants in a 
shallow depression collects runoff during a 

rainstorm that soaks into the ground in a mat-
ter of hours. (Nope, no standing water. No 
mosquitoes!) It:

n Traps and treats pollutants
n Recharges the groundwater
n Restores the natural Wisconsin habitat
n Improves the soil
n Attracts birds, butterflies and other ben-

eficial wildlife
n Is low maintenance—No mowing! Yahoo!
And they’re beautiful! What more could 

you ask?
They’re not too hard to build either. And 

what a great environmental and family-friendly 
lesson for the kids. Here are the major steps:

n Check soil type and sun/shade situation.
n Determine the location you want (at least 

10 feet from your foundation).
n Determine the size (ideally about 25 

percent of your roof or runoff area).
n Prepare the bed, approximately 6 

inches deep. (Call Digger’s Hotline at 
1-800-242-8511 several days before you dig. 
They will mark any underground electrical or 
gas lines.)

n Plant your plants and mulch them.
n Water and weed as necessary until your 

garden is established.
For detailed instructions, go online to 

www.countyofdane.com/lwrd/lakes/
raingarden.shtml.

why Rain Gardens? 
      why Prairies?
By Bonnie McMullin-Lawton, Westmorland Park and Greenspace Committee

Regent Market Coop 2136 Regent Street, Madison, WI 53726 www.regentmarketcoop.org

Your Neighborhood Grocer Open Daily 8am – 9pm (608) 233-4329

PArMAn’S SerVICe
TIRES

BATTERIES
ACCESSORIES

3502 Monroe Street    Call: 233-8912

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Bethany United    
    Methodist Church 
 

Sunday worship: 8, 9, 10:45 
Sunday school: 9:15 
www.bethanymadison.org 

3910 Mineral Point Rd.        238-6381 

�

�Come�play,�learn�and�
praise�Jesus�at:�

�

Mt.�Olive�Christian�Preschool�
�

Opened�in�1987,�we�offer�a�positive�
Christ-centered�environment�with�
loving�and�caring�degreed�staff.�De-
velopmentally�appropriate�program�
with�hands-on�learning�centers.�State�
licensed.�
�

4018�Mineral�Point�Road�
Madison,�WI�53705�
(608)�238-5656�x�18�

www.mountolive-lutheran.org�
�

��
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(608) 831-1455
414 D’Onofrio Drive  Madison, WI 53719

W W W . S R E – R E A L T O R S . C O M

As a resident of Westmorland for the past 
18 years, I know what a wonderful neighborhood

we live in. I would be happy to represent you
in the purchase or sale of your home.

For honest, professional, one-on-one service 
you can trust... 

Call Craig Recob, Owner/Broker

2 5  Y E A R S O F E X P E R I E N C E

The Friends of the Sequoya Library, with the help 
of firefighters #311 and many volunteers, moved 
the contents of their used book shop from Midvale 

Plaza to Westgate Mall over the weekend of April 12-13.
The shop at Midvale Plaza, which they have inhabited for 

the past two and a half years, will be demolished during the 
next few weeks as work on the Sequoya Commons project 
progresses. The new shop is located in Westgate Mall, S. 
Whitney Way and Tokay Blvd., right next to T. J. Maxx and 
directly across from the Wisconsin Sportswear store.

Much of the shop’s inventory was sold to facilitate the 
move, so new donations are needed! It’s the wonderful 

donations from our neighborhoods that have made the 
Sequoya Friends Books Sales such a success. Please 

keep your donations coming! You may continue to drop 
donations off at the Sequoya library. If you have a particu-
larly large donation, please call the library at 266-6385, 
and we will arrange to either pick the donation up from 
your home, or meet you at the Westgate shop. We, also, 
need volunteers to help transport donations from Sequoya 
to Westgate. If you are interested, call 266-6385.

All donations from our sales go directly to the Sequoya 
Library to enhance its programs and services. The Friends 
of Sequoya are the largest single donor to the Sequoya 
expansion project, thanks largely to monies raised through 
our membership and sales. Your continued support through 
donations and purchases at our sales is very important to 
us. We look forward to seeing you at our new shop! 

FriEnDS oF SEquoyA LibrAry

Used Book Shop Moves to Westgate
By Ann Michalski

Our next sale at the new location is Saturday, June 7, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 



Montessori Children’s House 

    
  Exploration of the world through
  projects, nature, art, music, 
  & field trips 

  Individual learning styles nurtured 

  Small, multi-age class serving
  grades 1-3

The Elementary School at

5530 Medical Circle    (608) 273-8600 

Open Houses
Sun Jan. 27, 1-3 PM

Info Session

Sun Feb. 24, 1-3 PM

Thurs Jan. 24, 7 PM
www.madisonmontessori.org

Massage & Bodywork
By Dave Verban

Acupressure, TuiNa, Swedish, Deep Tissue

 Located in Westmorland Neighborhood
         House Calls available

 Dave Verban                           338-6259
 Certified Massage Therapist               verbanmassage@tds.net  
 WI #4085-046  NCBTMB #541237-07         www.verbanmassage.com

 

 

“Reading Immigration”  
Tuesday May 20, 7 p.m.
Please Join Sequoya’s Book Discussion in Collaboration with the Human-
ities Exposed (HEX) Program, The Center for the Humanities, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, with facilitator Bimbisar 
Irom, Ph.D. Candidate, English Department.

My Year of Meats by Ruth L. Ozeki (Kiriyama  
Pacific Rim Book Prize Winner, 1998), May 20
Call Sequoya for more information and to receive  
copies of the books.

Sequoya Chess Club
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 4 to 6 p.m.
All school-age children with a basic knowledge of chess 
(knowing how the pieces move) are welcome.  
No registration required! Drop-ins welcome!

2008 Summer Library Program “Catch the Reading Bug”
Register the last day of school June 13! For more information about the 
program and registering online, please call 266-6385.

What’s Happing at Sequoya
By Tracy Buchta

Margery Katz, M. A.  
Dyslexia Tutor 
 
 
Evidence-based reading 

instruction for children and adults with dyslexia 
 

 Member: Wisconsin Dyslexia Association  
 Wisconsin Library Association 

 
margery1@charter.net               (608) 238-3485 

 



On April 2, the City of Madison/Madison Public 
Library closed on the purchase of the condo space 
for a new Sequoya Branch Library, part of the 

new Sequoya Commons development on Midvale and Tokay 
Boulevards.

The new long-awaited Sequoya Branch will occupy 
20,000 square feet at street level in Sequoya Commons, a 
mixed-use residential, retail and public library development. 
The Library is the first in Madison to seek LEED certifica-
tion for a green building and the building itself will serve 
as a demonstration project— educating library users about 
sustainable buildings. 

The Library will feature a special 
children’s area with sections devoted 
to early literacy and family read-
ing, an area especially for teens and 
a hearth room for quiet reading. 
There will be a large community 
room for neighborhood meetings 
and programs, and smaller confer-
ence rooms for study groups, small 
meetings and tutoring. The new 
Sequoya will offer 30 Internet access 
computer stations with centralized 

printing, as well as full WI-FI availability for laptop users, 
and the option of self-service checkout. Plus, of course, 
nearly 120,000 assorted books and media and access to 
valuable proprietary informational and educational databases 
through the LINK system.

Miron Construction was awarded the contract for the 
build-out of the Library’s condominium space, and will begin 
working soon from the plans and specifications developed 
by EngbergAnderson Design Professionals, the architects 
who, working with staff, will make this new, empty space a 
great library destination in the heart of Madison’s west side. 
We hope to open the new branch in October; the Sequoya 

Branch will remain operational at its cur-
rent site on Midvale Boulevard until the 
new space is ready for occupancy.

An active and very successful Sequoya 
Branch Fundraising Committee has been 
working with the Madison Public Library 
Foundation and has raised more than a 
million dollars for this project, budgeted 
at $5.6 million. Thanks to the generosity 
of major donors, Friends, neighbors, local 
authors and the Foundation for helping to 
make this new branch happen.
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It’s Official at Sequoya Commons 
By Barb Dimick
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Westmorland 
Mowers
By Libby Waller
If you need your lawn 
mowed this summer, 
call on one of these 
willing mowers in 
the Westmorland 
Neighborhood.

Will Flanigan 3818 Birch Ave. 233-0697
Matthew Thal 3914 Birch Ave. 231-1558
Eric Popovich 637 Chatham Terrace 661-9531
Sampson Ripple-Welke 454 Clifden Drive 231-0587
Eric Wendorf 462 Clifden Drive 238-6844
John Wendorf 462 Clifden Drive 238-6844
Mark Onofrey 505 Clifden Drive 233-2853
Austin Young 513 Clifden Drive 238-2019
Laura Checovich 533 Clifden Drive 233-4167
Brenna Knaebe 4026 Euclid Ave. 231-3825
Bronwyn Knaebe 4026 Euclid Ave. 231-3825
Ricky Howard 4110 Euclid Ave. 233-3109
Shawn Elliott 4118 Euclid Ave. 238-6838
Brad Consigny 458 Glenway St. 238-2774
Paul Shmelov 4310 Herrick Lane 663-9713
Natalie Barczi 409 Holly Ave. 233-6762
Stephen Barczi 409 Holly Ave. 233-6762
Ethan Ecklund-Para 537 Holly Ave. 238-1718
Matt Ripple 4302 Keating Terrace 230-5432
Zak Hanlon 583 Park Lane 442-9566
Carson Kellogg 722 Parman Terrace 233-8183
Loris Henschel 3805 Paunack Ave. 231-9721
Ryan Dolan 3813 Paunack Ave. 238-4579
Wil Blouin 3918 Paunack Ave. 233-8455
Brandon Lytle 421 S. Midvale Blvd. 233-5193
Alli Anna Grode 457 S. Owen Drive 230-6228
Jake Dragoo 4106 St. Clair St. 271-3124
Sasha Weldy 458 Toepfer Ave. 218-9122
Ryan Flanagan 505 Toepfer Ave. 231-2734
Paul Sekulski 4329 Travis Terrace 238-4206
Jonathan Phillips 4333 Travis Terrace 231-9037
Randy Apel 4321 Waite Circle 233-6137
Jackson Brigham 4009 Winnemac Ave. 233-9711
Zoe Brigham 4009 Winnemac Ave. 233-9711
Peter Anderson 4010 Winnemac Ave. 233-5639

Save the Date!
The annual Westmorland Garden tour is sunday, 
June 22, from 1 to 4 p.m. For details, contact Pat 
sammataro at 770-2019 or spaniels@charter.net.

Get ready for the WnA neighborhood Garage sale 
on saturday, Aug 2.  

Watch future issues of the Courier for details.

 

Bob Stine, Pastor 

 

Midvale Community 
Lutheran Church 
All are Welcome! 
 

Worship Schedule 
Saturdays 5:00 pm 

Sundays 8:00 and 10:30 am 
(8:00 and 10:00 am—begins Memorial Day) 

Staffed Nursery – 7:50–11:40 am 
Learning Hour for children and adults 
Sundays at 9:15 am (September—May) 

 

4329 Tokay Boulevard, Madison, WI 53711  238-7119 
at the corner of Midvale & Tokay Boulevards 

 

Pastor Bruce Loewenhagen     Pastor Blake Rohrer 
www.midvalelutheran.org 

 
Midvale Community Lutheran Church is a community of 

believers in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to 
PRAISE, LIVE and SHARE God’s love. 
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neighborhood news
n  On March 19, 2008, Longtime friend and neighbor of 

Westmorland Betty Duffy passed away. Betty had lived 
at 3826 St. Clair St. since 1950! She will be dearly 
missed by us all.

n  James Grahn passed away March 1. He and his wife, 
Donna, have lived at 4005 Winnemac Ave., where they 
raised a family of six children, since 1955.















 
 
 



















                             

 

 

     

      

           

Creative Coaching    Mary Welch,LCSW        

Life * Relationship * Career 

 

          Find Balance * Gain Clarity 

Reach Goals * Enrich Life 
 

608-628-8181       

creativecoaching@charter.net 
Call or email for information 

 

Planning & Development 
Update
By Brandon Casto 

The neighborhood plan continues to move forward. The Joint Planning 
Committee is in the process of interviewing planners to work on the 
plan. The decision is expected by the end of April and the process will 
proceed in cooperation with the hired planner and city staff. If you 
are interested in helping with this important process, please contact 
Chris Schmidt at 238-7494 or chris@chrisschmidt.org. No 
other planning & development updates are available at this time.

 
 
 


 

 


 


 
 


 

 
 


 

 
 


 

 
 



calendar of events in and around westmorland

Please send calendar submissions to Jenn Woolson, at jennwoolson@charterinternet.com.

date event Place/time Contact

May 18 Weed Feed Bikepath at Glenway,  
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Kris Schoenbrunn, 233-4832; 
Bonnie McMullin-Lawton, 

233-5109; Janet and Wayne, 
238-4355

June 7 Friends of sequoya library 
used Book sale

Westgate Mall;  
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

www.madisonpubliclibrary.org

June 14 Plant rain garden plants Westmorland Park (Toaky 
entrance), 9 a.m. to noon

Kris Schoenbrunn, 233-4832; 
Bonnie McMullin-Lawton, 

233-5109; Janet and Wayne, 
238-4355

June 21 Plant prairie garden plants Westmorland Park (Toaky 
entrance), 9 a.m. to noon

Kris Schoenbrunn, 233-4832; 
Bonnie McMullin-Lawton, 

233-5109; Janet and Wayne, 
238-4355

June 22 Westmorland Garden tour Westmorland neighbor-
hood, 1 to 4 p.m.

Pat Sammataro, 770-2019, 
spaniels@charter.net

July 4 67th Annual Westmorland 
July 4th event

Parade starts at Queen of 
Peace, party to follow at 

Westmorland Park

Jan Murphy,  
murphy007@sbcglobal.net, 

236-9209



dave Blouin President 233-8455, burroak15@charter.net
Brandon Casto Past-President 
Joy Grapentine Past-President 238-8818, joygraps@charter.net
Chris schmidt Vice President 238-7494, chris@chrisschmidt.org
Chris Gunst Treasurer 441-0265, gunst5368@yahoo.com

Current Committee Chairs and Other Important Contacts

Advertising Manager Vacant 
 

Adult Social Events Coordinator  Vacant 

Block Captain Coordinator  Jessica Maes  442-6067
 jkmaes@tds.net

Children’s Social Events Coordinator  Vacant

Combined Health Fund Drive  Richard Miller  238-2873
 miller4110@tds.net

Database Manager  Libby Waller 231-3625
 etwaller@yahoo.com

Garage Sale Coordinator  Betsy Hauser  236-4211
 betsyhauser2206@yahoo.com

Garden Tour Coordinator  Pat Sammataro  770-2019
 spaniels@charter.net

Healthy Lawn Team Representative Claire Gervais  233-8455
 cmgerva@gmail.com

History Committee Co-Chairs  Tom Martinelli 233-2850
 tmartinelli@tds.net
 Ken Wiesner 233-6423
 WiesnerK@msn.com

July 4th Event  Jan Murphy  236-9209
 murphy007@sbcglobal.net

New Neighbor Packets Coordinator  Becky Bishop Lien  231-5969
 jlien1@charter.net

Westmorland Park and  Kris Schoenbrunn 233-4832 
  Greenspace Manager

Planning & Development  Chris Schmidt  238-7494
  Committee Chair chris@chrisschmidt.org

Safety Committee Chair  Mike Bell  238-2223
 michaelbell@wisc.edu

Santa Visits Coordinator  Jessica Maes  442-6067
 jkmaes@tds.net

Web Site Editor  Jan Murphy  236-9209
 murphy007@sbcglobal.net

Wine and Cheese Party Coordinator Betsy Hauser 236-4211
 betsyhauser2206@yahoo.com

2007–2008 BOARD

Deadline for the
July 2008

Courier is May 28.

To advertise in  
The Westmorland Courier,

please contact  
Dave Blouin, 233-8455  
or burroak15@charter.
net. Visit www.westmor-
land-neighborhood.org  
and click on Contact Us 
to view the current ad 

rate sheet.

Please direct newsletter
editorial submissions to:
The Westmorland Courier

c/o Jenn Woolson
3818 Meyer Ave.

Madison, WI 53711
238-7803 or  

jennwoolson@ 
charterinternet.com

Print production of the Courier by 
Silverline Studio.

Additional articles of  
interest to the Westmorland  
neighborhood are available  
to read on our website at  
www.madison.com/ 

communities/westmorland.


