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History Committee (HC):  You have some very nice pictures. 
Earl Roberts (ER):  Yes, that’s my wedding picture from June 21, 1941.  Mona’s (his 
wife’s) birthday was April 9. 
   I only have two grandsons.  Here’s a picture of them.  Glenn is the guy on the right, and 
Matthew, that’s Linda’s, our daughter’s, son.  Matthew was 19 years old on St. Pat’s 
Day.  He was born on the same day as my grandfather, Owen Roberts who came over 
from Wales in the 1850s with his wife Sarah.  They had a big farm in Sun Prairie and 
they set up about 400 acres right in Sun Prairie.  And my father was a first-born and they 
had four sons and four daughters, but I never saw him because my father married late in 
life because he lost a limb in a farm accident when he was 16 years old.  My mother was 
younger.  She was Irish.  She was a daughter of William Grainger (sp?).  I think I look 
more like my mother than I do like my father. 
   We lived up north, and I went to County Normal in Wautoma.  I was only 17 when I 
went there.  I graduated in ’32.  There were no schools available, and I was rather glad 
because they paid about $1.50 a month.  I worked on programs.  They had various 
programs, ERA, and I even shoveled in a shovel gang for a little while after I left County 
Normal.  Then I worked for programming in Wautoma.  Then, in 1937, I came to 
Madison and I had a job in the State Senate as stenographer.  We got $6 a day, and we 
liked the 31-day months, so we’d get a good-sized check.  They hired all men because the 
senators had been a little bit too close with some of the ladies that they had for 
stenographers before.  That fall I started at the University.  At that time, they had work in 
the Senate only in the odd years, so I worked there in ’37.  Then I worked as a cook for a 
lady in Shorewood with three children.  Then in ’39 I worked again in the Senate.  I took 
18 credits in the morning, then I’d work in the Senate from 1:00 until 9:00 at night, then I 
studied after 9:00.  I couldn’t do that now!  I was in ROTC, too, because they paid $21 a 
month in the junior and senior year, and I needed all the money I could get.  I went back 
to work in the Senate in 1941. 
   My wife Mona and I met in 1939.  A good friend introduced us down at the Memorial 
Union—Thelma Nelson.  I had gone out with Thelma before, but after that, I didn’t go 
out with Thelma, and that fall Mona and I started going together.  And we just went to 
sporting events usually because I was so busy all the time.  We were married on June 21, 
1941.  And I tell my grandsons, “Marry a lady like your grandmother and you’ll be happy 
the rest of your life.” 
 
HC:  Did you build this house? 
ER:  Yes, in ’47.  We started building it on March 31, 1947.   



   I went on duty in 1942.  I went as a Second Lieutenant in January.  Then I was ordered 
to active duty in California in ’42, so Mona went along with me.  We lost our first 
daughter in San Luis Obispo, and that bothered us for a long time.  Then I went overseas 
in ’44.  I was a First Lieutenant.  We had 40 lieutenants in that troop transport battalion, 
and I was the first to be promoted to First Lieutenant, and there was an opening for 
Assistant Adjutant, and they made me Assistant Adjutant until my superior went off to a 
school and I took over in his place.  I then became the Adjutant when our colonel was 
transferred out to another battalion after maneuvers in California and Arizona.  So I went 
over in early ’44 as a Captain.  I served on general court martials and special court 
martials.  On the general court martial we tried all cases—desertions, rapists, murderers.  
I was rather happy when that session was over, but it was a long one.  I was president on 
a special court martial and we tried all types of cases, too.  I was defense counsel.  I got 
two guys off, then they took me off that job because they didn’t think that was the right 
thing to do, or I didn’t. 
   Our daughter was born on November 18, 1944.  I was still over there.  I was in charge 
of a battalion, and I was ordered back to a unit near Munich.  I set up the battalion and all 
the patch companies, and did all the work for the Commander.  I was the Executive 
Officer for six months after that when a Commander came in, but they promoted me to 
Major then, in January of ’45.  Then I came home in May of 1946. 
   Our son David was born in June, 1947.  That was one of the happiest days of our lives.  
Dan was born in February of ’51.  Everyone said that we were so fortunate to have two 
boys, and we thought so, too.   
   When we built the house here, we could only get the first floor finished because there 
were restrictions on building at that time.  I finished the upstairs myself and I never did 
carpenter work before, but I enjoyed it.  I did the whole thing—the wallboards, the 
flooring, electrical, and I even installed some of the heating up there.  And it worked real 
good.   
HC:  When did you do all the work on the second story? 
ER:  Probably in 1951, no, it was before that because David was here.  So it was ’49, I 
think.  In those days, the mother stayed home.  Mona stayed home and always kept a 
record of everything.  She made diaries and calendars.  I remember one that she had 
written.  From January—she had made two pies first thing in the morning, one pumpkin.  
This is 1962.  Dan was in the hospital.  He had a little surgery.  She went over daily to see 
him, and with me at night.  He was eleven years old then.  And she was a wonderful 
mother, and wife, and grandmother.  She enjoyed the children. 
   We had good neighbors then, too.  Don and Ardith McDowell lived next door.  They 
had three children then.  And Linda and Donna were good friends.  David and Brad were 
good friends.  They are still good friends.  Ardith and Don were always so helpful for 
anything.  When Mona’s brother and his wife came, they had quite a few children, and as 
a matter of fact, they had 10 all together.  They didn’t have quite that many at that time, 
but Ardith called over and said the girls and Linda could stay over there and the boys 
could stay over here.  I was working then on the upstairs because I know the upstairs 
wasn’t quite finished but they slept up there, the boys did. 
HC:  When you built your house in 1947, were there other ones on the block? 
ER:  Yes.  The McDowell’s house was there.  And the Jones house across the street.  
Elwin and Wilma Jones were good friends.  Mona and Wilma were friends a long time.  



Elwin died when he was only 72.  He worked as an administrator for the Department of 
Agriculture.  Don was Secretary at the Department of Agriculture.  I think he was 
Secretary for nearly 20 years.  That was during Governor Thompson’s reign as governor. 
   The wives got together more in those days because they weren’t working.  Mona was in 
charge of the Boy Scouts and the Cub Scouts, and she was at First Congregational 
Church for a long time.  She was on the Board and went to meetings during the day.  
They always needed cookies, so she was always making cookies for the church.  She 
liked making cookies.  Rev. Alfred Swann married us in 1949 and we joined the church.  
We’ve been members ever since.  
 
HC:  What was it like to live in the neighborhood?   
ER:  Really pleasant.  It was a good time. 
 
HC:  Was the street paved when you moved in? 
ER:  Yes, blacktop.  The sidewalks weren’t in yet, so we put sidewalks in, and we were 
glad to do that.  The kids were riding up and down the streets.  There wasn’t that much 
traffic on the streets then, and they would ride their trikes up and down the street.  I think 
Linda did that when she was four because she had a big tricycle.  That was a lot of fun! 
 
HC:  What kind of work did you do after you built your house?  Did you stay in the 
military? 
ER:  I stayed in the Reserves.  I was promoted to Major in January and they asked me to 
command a battalion, and I did.  Then I didn’t care about the military because it had kept 
me away so long, but I thought it was a good thing.  I was promoted to Lieutenant 
Colonel in January of 1951.  So, I stayed in the Reserves and did Commander General 
staff work by correspondence, and passed that school.  So I had 20 years in, but I also 
worked as an auditor.  I had started out in ’41 as an auditor for the State because the 
companies wouldn’t hire us.  Art Nielsen was a good friend of mine.  They wouldn’t even 
interview us because they knew we were going into the military, and so I started working 
for the Industrial Commission.  Lucky for me, they hired me as an auditor.  When I came 
back from service, I was an auditor for a while, and then I was Audit Supervisor.  I built 
staff up from seven in Madison to 32 auditors, and some I hired by telephone.  Mostly, 
I’d hire six a day, but I usually had someone else to help me.  I stayed with the State until 
1979.  I retired from the military in 1974.  I only went on active duty during a two-week 
summer camp, and I used my vacation for a while for that.  Everyone sort of helped each 
other. 
   The wives, especially, had meetings and different clubs.  I remember that Mona was a 
member of the Lend-A-Hand Club.  She had a lot of friends in that county-wide club.  
Mostly, it was for learning to cook. 
 
HC:  Do you remember neighborhood events, parties, or block parties? 
ER:  We’d go to different houses sometimes when they’d have us over.  I remember 
being over to Marge and Jack Raymond’s after football was over.  They live a couple 
houses up.  She’d just have us over stuff like that.  People did get together.  I have a lot of 
the obituaries of neighbors and battalion members.  We thought we were going to Korea.  



We were on the list, but they decided that we wouldn’t go, and I was happy about that.  
Career was a bad situation.   
HC:  How have you seen things change in the neighborhood in the years that you’ve been 
here? 
ER:  Not so much.  I know all the neighbors.  I was what they call a Block Captain for 
about 10 years.  But it has changed much because there were about 10 or 15 children in 
the neighborhood in our day, and they all walked to school together.  Now, there are just 
two--the Wilsons have two, Lucy and Phoebe.  And Lucy goes to Lincoln School, I 
guess, but I don’t see her.  I see Phoebe.  Paul stays at home and he makes mandolins and 
guitars.  There was quite a nice article in the Cap Times about him.  He makes them to fit 
the buyer.  He doesn’t just make a common guitar or mandolin.  He’ll get at least $3,700 
for some of them.   
 
HC:  Where did your kids go to school? 
ER:  Linda started at the little school down on Monroe—Dudgeon.  I remember she was 
little, I was working on the Square, and when the mornings were cold, I would take her to 
school in the car and put her inside the door.  Then we asked to go to Midvale.  Mona 
wrote a letter to the school principal asking for that.  Midvale was a good school.   
HC:  What grades were there at Midvale then? 
ER:  I think it was through the sixth grade.  They didn’t go to Lincoln then.  McDowells 
had five children, and Hunts across the street had three.  They all went to school together.  
It was nice.   
   I taught Mona to drive the car.  I still remember her notation in one of the calendars, “I 
have a driving test.  I passed!”  After that, she’d drive the car and take the kids places. 
HC:  What year do you think it was that you taught her to drive? 
ER:  It must have been about 1952 or so. 
 
HC:  Did you have time for any hobbies while you were raising your children? 
ER:  I built the upstairs.  I think puttering around the house was my hobby.  I liked that.  I 
put in the floor.  I remember when I was a kid, we had a house that had a big lump in the 
floor, and it was really treacherous, and my dad never had it fixed.  We were poor in 
those days, but it could have been done.  Now, laying floor was one of the more simple 
jobs.  Electrical was a little more complicated.   
   We made an extension on our dormer upstairs.  It was rather short, and in the 1980s I 
had a carpenter add 32 inches on each end of the dormer.  I did the electrical up there 
then.  Before, you couldn’t get into one of the rooms very handily, and there was no room 
for a closet, so we made a half bath upstairs and put a closet in the other room, so it fixed 
up the house.  ’92 we put the porch on.  We had no porch for a while, but it was done by 
a young builder, Dan Bly, and he did a wonderful job.  He worked steadily.  He did it at a 
reasonable price.  That was nice.  Mona was using a walker for a while and she could get 
up into the house with the porch here.  Mona’s mother lived with us for a while and I put 
a platform out there so we could use it for the wheelchair.  My carpenter hobby paid off 
well. 
 
HC:  As you look back over the things that you encountered in the neighborhood, with 
neighbors and the get-togethers, what are some of your happiest memories? 



ER:  Well, when our children were born.  I loved them.   
 
HC:  After they went to Midvale School, where did they go to school next? 
ER:  Linda went to Cherokee.  David and Dan went to West.  Linda finally went to high 
school at West, too.   
 
HC:  Did your children participate in sports or clubs or anything like that?   
ER:  They did.  David did summer baseball, but he wasn’t good enough to get in.  But 
they enjoy sports more now.  They were in clubs at church and school, so they were busy 
all the time.  Eventually all three children graduated from UW-Madison. 
 
HC:  Are there any other neighbors from the early days when you were here who are still 
on the block? 
ER:  Yes, Marge and Jack Raymond.  They were here.  They had three children—two 
boys and a girl.  Jack isn’t doing too well, but he walks every day.  Marge is quite a bit 
younger, so she still works.  She even cuts the grass.  I remember when we put the porch 
on.  She thought they should put a porch on, too, but Jack didn’t think so. 
 
HC:  What kinds of services were here when you built your house?  Were there stores, 
buses or other things available when you built your house? 
ER:  I don’t remember any! 
HC:  So it was a new development and everything came later? 
ER:  Yes, we had the Westmorland [Neighborhood] Association then.  That’s been 
around for a long, long time.   
… 
HC:  Is there anything else that you want to add? 
ER:  Pearl Gaffney lived across the street until she was about 103.  She used to make a lot 
of cookies.  I’d take fruit over to her and she’d made me some cookies when Mona 
wasn’t making cookies any more.  She was always good.  She was always telling me how 
to live longer.   


