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History Committee (HC): How long have you lived at this address? 
Ronny/Jerry Saeman (R/JS):  Since December 31, 1950--55 years. 
 
HC:  Did you build the house? 
R/JS:  We had it built, yes.  It was a bare lot.  There were a few houses on this street and 
maybe one or two on the next street, but beyond that, the rest of it was pastureland, 
farmland. 
HC:  Was that to the west? 
R/JS:  Yes.  Our street was not paved when we started.  Tokay Boulevard was just an 
unpaved road. 
HC:  How far west did Tokay Blvd. go when you moved here? 
R/JS:  I don’t know.  It may have gone quite a ways, but it would have just been a dirt 
road.  Midvale Blvd. was not in at the time.  I can remember when Midvale Blvd. was 
being paved, that the trucks all came down our street. 
 
HC:  When you built your house, were there other neighbors on the sides of you? 
R/J S:  The ones north of us, their house was built, and then the ones on the other side, 
their house was built a year or so after we moved in.  So, it became built up quite fast.  I 
imagine all the lots had been sold.   

You may be interested in what the lots went for at the time.  Initially, when this 
was platted, the lots were sold for $880 or something like that.  We really were not the 
first owners of the lot.  Somebody else had bought it, so we paid $1100.  Can you 
imagine that?  It wasn’t long before they were going like for $30,000, any that were left 
because so many were building homes. 
 
HC:  Where did you live before? 
R/J S:  We were in an apartment on Randall St.  That’s where I (Ronny) was living 
before we were married.  After we were married, I think the first summer we went 
looking for a lot.  And we found this one and then we started building. 
 
HC:  How long did it take from the time you bought your lot to get your house built? 
R/J S:  Oh, only about a year.  That summer that we were building was pretty muddy, and 
with the street not being paved, carpenters couldn’t get in! 
 



HC:  What was it like to have a family in this neighborhood? 
R/J S:  The families were pretty much as we were.  There were lots of children in the 
neighborhood at the time.  And not very many that had older teenagers, so it was hard to 
get babysitters, so what we did was to form a babysitting pool.  I don’t know if you ever 
heard of that, or whether it’s done now, but what we would do would be to sit for each 
other.  And someone would keep records to see how many hours you’d accumulated or 
were in debt for, and it worked quite well.  Then gradually some of the older ones 
became old enough to sit, and gradually we dropped out. 
 
HC:  When your children were young, was the park developed? 
R/J S:  Yes, there was a shelter there, not the one that’s there now.  It was remodeled 
once, and once it was burned, but there was always a shelter.  And there were lots of 
programs for children.  The Recreation Department would have a person for I don’t know 
how many weeks—a large part of the day.  The children could go over there and they 
could play.  The Recreation Department also provided buses to take children swimming, 
so that was nice.  So, they’d go over to the park in swimming suits and they’d get hauled 
down to, I think it was Vilas, and they’d have swimming lessons down there. 
HC:  Is that where your children learned to swim? 
R/J S:  Well, sort of, yes.  Actually, even then, the water was not as clean as you would 
desire, and quite often they would get swimmer’s ear or something like that, some kind of 
a fungus infection or bacterial condition, so then when the swimming pool on the west 
side was built, Hillcrest.  When that was built, we joined and our kids would bike over 
there, and have swimming lessons. 
HC:  Do you know year that was? 
R/J S:  That we joined?  That was sometime in the ‘60s.  I don’t remember exactly. 
HC:  It’s nice the kids could bike there. 
R/J S:  Yes, it was a lot easier raising kids in those days.  We could let them go to the 
park and not worry about it.  Now most mothers won’t let them go there unless they go 
with them, unless there’s a particular group going.  It seemed to be a lot safer. 
 
HC:  Were there other things that were organized for the neighborhood besides the 
children’s activities at the park, things that you did as adults? 
R/J S:  Well, of course, the Association (Westmorland Neighborhood Association) was 
very active, and the Fourth of July was a much bigger thing at that time.  It went on ‘til 
about 5 o’clock at night, and we’d have fireworks in the park.  Do you remember that? 
HC:  I don’t think there were fireworks by the time we moved here in 1986. 
R/J S:  Is that right?  I didn’t know when they stopped, but it got so that it was hazardous 
because so many people would come and then they’d sit fairly close, and so eventually, 
we cut it out.  But a couple years, they even had the man from the neighborhood shoot 
them off, but then they did get professionals to do that.  But even so, it was a little 
hazardous.  And if the wind was right, so that it blew the residues from the fireworks this 
way, a couple years we even had to get up on our roof and make sure that there weren’t 
any cinders.  But on the other hand it was nice.  We could sit in our front yard and watch 
them. 
   But as far as the Association was concerned, some of the other activities: 
We would have dances, and that was quite popular for a while. 



HC:  Where were they held? 
R/J S:  I don’t remember, but it seems to me one year we were downtown at one of the 
hotels.  It was a nice night out. 
 
HC:  How about neighboring areas, like the Midvale Plaza up here where the library is, 
was that always commercial? 
R/J S:  No it wasn’t always built, because there wasn’t always a library.  I can remember 
when the Bookmobile came to our street.  It was right at the top of the street, and we’d go 
up there and get books, and the next week return them, so it was a nice thing.  But 
eventually Midvale Plaza was built and Sequoya Branch Library came in, and of course 
then we didn’t have to do that.  I just don’t remember when that was.   
   For a long time there was a grocery store there.  Also, there was a big Sentry down on 
the corner next to the tavern, so we were well-supplied with grocery stores.  I’m just not 
sure now whether the grocery store at Midvale Plaza came in after Sentry moved, or 
before. 
 
HC:  What would you say are some of the best times you had as a neighborhood or as a 
family in this area. 
R/J S:  Well, we’ve always enjoyed being close to the park, and when the children were 
younger, we used to do a lot more things in the neighborhood than what we do now.  I 
think we got just too busy.  And so, we did have a number of get-togethers.  Another 
thing that I remember is that not very many of the women worked, and so when we had 
the children we would get together quite frequently, at somebody’s house and the 
children would play together, and we’d have coffee and visit.  We got to know the 
neighbors a lot better than we do now.  We see them when they come home from work, 
that’s about it. 
 
HC:  Are you originally from Madison? 
R/J S:  No, Jerry’s from Cross Plains and I’m from northern Wisconsin.  We met at the 
University. 
HC:  Were you both students? 
R/J S:  Well, Jerry was doing budget work and I was on the staff of the University for a 
couple of years, so that’s where we met.   
 
HC:  So you’re the first owners of this house, and Madison has been a good place to raise 
your family? 
R/J S:  Well, Jerry’s from Cross Plains and he had two brothers, one was married before 
we were, and one right after, and they both built houses in Cross Plains.  Jerry’s family 
was in the lumber business.  You’ve probably seen the big sign on the highway.  So for a 
while we thought that maybe we should build a house in Cross Plains, too, but then we 
got counting up all the Saeman families there, and decided there were just too many.  
Besides which, we thought maybe the Madison schools might be a little better, too.  Also, 
Jerry wasn’t working in Cross Plains.  He was working at Forest Products.  So we looked 
for a lot on the west side.  (Jerry:  I could walk to work every day.)  It took half an hour 
or something like that. 
 



HC:  What schools did your children go to? 
R/J S:  They started at Midvale, and then they went to Queen of Peace.  Two of them then 
went to Edgewood High School, and our youngest daughter, who’s our athlete, thought 
she’d do better at West, so she went to West.  And she did quite well there.  She was on 
the softball and basketball teams, and she was on the first team that competed in the 
WIAA, and they won!   
   That was 30 years ago, when we had the ice storm.  And that was quite a thing!  The 
girl’s basketball tournament was going on just then, and I don’t know how they all got 
down there, but they did.  When you’d step outside, you’d hear a big crack, and a great, 
big branch would come down, or else, there was something coming down on a 
transformer.  Transformers were all shooting sparks, and it was weird. 
   We were lucky.  Our power was out less than a day.  Quite a few in the neighborhood 
were out for two, three or four days.  Then this side of the street got it back, but the other 
side didn’t until later.  I remember the long extension cords draped from house to house, 
so they could get heat.  At that time, it was 32 degrees outside, so that gets kind of cold, 
and we could build a fire in the fireplace, but we didn’t need it for very long. 
   That daughter still does a lot of biking and she’s on a hockey team, and she plays 
basketball.  (Jerry: So she’s approaching the “old lady” stage and still keeping active.)  
When she was four years old, she played a lot with twin boys that were maybe a year 
older than she, and they played football.   
 
HC:  You’ve probably seen a lot of people come and go over the years. 
R/J S:  Oh, yes.  Our street has in the corner house, the original owner, and I think there’s 
one house up the street on this side, where they’re also moving to Oakwood, where we’re 
going.  We’re not looking forward to leaving our home, but still, it’s time. 
HC:  I’m sure that’s a big transition.  How soon will your move happen? 
R/J S:  They’re supposed to finish our building by the end of the year and we expect to be 
moving in January or February or so.  We were able to specify certain things, and choose 
options. 
 
HC:  According to some of the experts on the History Committee, there was a housing 
craze early on, during which 81 homes were built in 1950. 
R/J S:  That’s right when we were building!   
HC:  Did your block or street have block parties? 
R/J S:  Only a few.  We had a couple of picnics, usually when someone was moving in, 
or something of that sort.   
 
HC:  It sounds as if you had three children.  Is that about the number of children in the 
families in the neighborhood at the time your children were growing up? 
R/J S:  Yes, there were many children. 
 
HC:  Were there any big neighborhood issues? 
R/J S:  Yes, there was vandalism in the park at one time.  There was a group, more 
outsiders, but a couple of troublemakers in the neighborhood.  And they did vandalize to 
a certain extent, so that was a period of maybe three or four years when we were dealing 
with that.  I don’t think that at first we had street lights.  Traffic wasn’t the issue that it is 



now.  Anything of great importance would have been written up in the Courier, which 
you have access to from years past. 
 
HC:  As you look over your years here in Westmorland, what would you like people to 
remember about your being here? 
R/J S:  Well I know what they’ll think.  I worked on the rock garden for many years, and 
Jerry, too.  So, I guess that’s my contribution to Westmorland. 
HC:  Thanks for all you have done. 
R/J S:  I was on the Board twice, once in the early years, then again not so long ago.  It’s 
amazing how fast the years go by!  I was Block Captain and chairman of the Health 
Fund.  I enjoyed working at the polls, too, and I can’t do that any more.  That was always 
nice, being at the school. 
   We’ve certainly liked it here.  At one point, we thought we needed a bigger house, and 
we did actually add on to our house, though it still has just three bedrooms.  We had three 
children, and so we thought we wanted four bedrooms, and we did go looking.  But we’d 
always come back and say, “we like being across from the park,” and the children would 
say, “we can’t move!”  Then eventually, one of them went to college and we weren’t so 
crowded.  We did just fine. 
 
HC:  Thanks for all you’ve contributed to help maintain a sense of place and unity 
because without the [Westmorland Neighborhood] Association, I think it becomes like a 
lot of other neighborhoods where there are homes on the same street, but you never have 
occasion to get together because you have very different lives, but it seems that the 
Association helps keep people together. 
R/J S:  It seems to me that the Association has been revitalized somewhat in the past few 
years.  There was a period when I was a little concerned because no one wanted to serve, 
and now, there are committees and more activities, even though they aren’t necessarily 
the same kinds of things, that’s all right.  I’m very pleased with what is happening.  Even 
though the 4th of July festivities are shorter, people seem to enjoy it and they get together, 
and it’s a real nice function.  It’s all right if it doesn’t take all day. 
 
HC:  Thanks for all your time!  Feel free to call me if you think of something else you’d 
like to add. 
R/J S:  (Jerry:  Ronny was also very active at the Arboretum where she volunteered for 
over 20 years.)  My training (Ronny) was in foods and nutrition, and that’s what I taught 
for a couple of years, but then as our children got a little older, I got interested in ecology 
and that sort of thing.  I don’t know if you ever heard of Jim Zimmerman, but he was a 
naturalist, and he, in about 1960 started a course called, “Creating a Landscape.”  It just 
opened my eyes to a lot of things, and I got interested in plants and birds and animals and 
stuff like that.  Eventually, what that led me to was being a naturalist at the State Forest.  
So I did that for quite a few years.  And I was at the Arboretum some later as a volunteer.  
Now I mainly just do the plant sale.   
   In our yard, we planted a lot of native plants, lots of wild flowers, so we love plants and 
birds.  That’s one of my contributions, too.  So, I’m hoping whoever buys the house has 
some interest in native plants.   
 



HC:  How about you, Jerry? 
R/J S:  (Jerry:) I grew up in Cross Plains and went to boarding school in Madison because 
there was no transportation to high school.  After high school, I took courses at the 
University that were designed for people who lived here, so I was one of 20 or so from 
various disciplines—engineering and science--who had summer jobs at Forest Products 
Lab in positions supported by the Civilian Conservation Corp.  We were housed in 
barracks at the University Arboretum along with the kids who were building Curtis 
Prairie at the time.  We were given a modest stipend for our work, a dollar a day.  That 
would take care of your fee at the University.  We had to buy meal tickets at the 
University for a dollar a day.  Tuition at the time was $27.50 a semester, which is a big 
change!  The fees were trivial. 
   My work at the Forest Products Lab started a chain of events which, for me, made my 
career.  I was hooked on chemistry and the Forest Products Laboratory decided they 
would like to use me as a student assistant, and from that, I acquired a fellowship in 
chemistry and went on to do graduate work while holding a position at Forest Products 
Lab.  In due course, I acquired a Ph.D. in chemistry, and went on to become staff there as 
a chemist.  That was my career.  For over fifty years, I was a part of Forest Products 
Laboratory, which is a long time to be at one place.  I enjoyed the pleasure of working 
with graduate students and I operated in a consultant capacity for wood-related matters in 
the State.  (Ronny:) He was a reluctant retiree! 
   (Jerry:) This was a good place to be.  I was five minutes from work by car and a half an 
hour on foot.  (Ronny:) Many changes have occurred since the federal government took 
over the Lab, but during the war, it was a very important and there was lots of research, 
and even for quite a long time after the war.  So, he was there at a good time.  (Jerry:)  
Life was good! 
   (Jerry) We raised three kids with rather interesting careers.  Mary got her Ph.D. in 
chemistry.  She’s working for Monsanto.  She’s a professor at Washington University in 
St. Louis. 
   Annie had a love of farming and she tried to make herself a career in it, but she ran into 
a roadblock when it was evident that she’d have to have a million dollars in capital to do 
the kind of farming that she wanted.  But she was in dairy science and eventually got a 
job.  She manages the office and programming for the National Mastitis Council in 
Madison. 
   Paul works for the State of Wisconsin Welfare Department and he is now working with 
a group of consultants who spend a lot of time in other parts of the United States and the 
world.  These are W2-type programs. 
   So that’s the story of our life! 


