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Westmorland Neighborhood
Tom Martinelli

vanna landscape to establish section corners on 
land in southern Wisconsin. The sale of govern-
ment-owned land to private investors for $1.25 
per acre then began in August of 1835—even 
before the famous “Doty Plat” that would be-
come the City of Madison (see Rankin essay).2 
About eighty years later the “suburbanization” 
of Westmorland would begin, as speculators 

The diversity of housing in the West-
morland neighborhood typifies twen-
tieth-century suburban development in 

Wisconsin’s capital city. Land in Westmorland 
was first subdivided for residential lots in 1916. 
Since then the 295-acre area has seen 887 lots 
developed from a total of twenty-three subdi-
vision plats, which, while mainly residential, 
also contain some commercial and institutional 
properties.  The majority of the subdividing oc-
curred prior to 1960 with only one subdivision 
plat map being filed since then. Development 
of the neighborhood occurred slowly from 1916 
through 1929, and the Great Depression ham-
pered activities even more so. After World War 
II and through 1957, the speed of development 
increased dramatically. The housing stock varies 
widely, with Cape Cod, Colonial Revival, Tudor 
Revival, Bungalow, English Cottage, Interna-
tional, Prairie, and Ranch styles all represented 
in the neighborhood; the different types often 
exist alongside one another. Although some of 
this diversity may be accounted for by the piece-
meal nature of the subdivision activities that oc-
curred over time, it is also typical of twentieth-
century Madison neighborhoods, which were 
usually developed by multiple builders working 
in a range of styles and house types.1 

The post Native American history of West-
morland began in 1834 when U.S. Government 
surveyors crisscrossed the prairie and oak sa-

Map of Westmorland Neighborhood, 2009. Courtesy 
of Westmorland Neighborhood Association.
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purchased and sold parcels of land with the 
hope of making a large profit over a short peri-
od of time. The original owners of land that be-
came Westmorland—including Alanson Sweet 
(75 acres), John Philetus Hilton (130 acres), and 
Phineas W. Leland (90 acres)—only possessed 
the land for one or two years. Speculators con-
tinued to buy and sell the land until the 1860s 
when those interested in farming began to ob-
tain parcels. Some of the early landholders be-
tween 1880 and 1910 included Charles Baker, 
Benjamin Piper, G. Weber, C.E. Piper, William 
Doerfer, and Frederick Tillotson. These farm 
families began constructing houses and work-
ing the land during the 1890s. Three of these 
early farmhouses still survive today, including 
the F. Tillotson Farmhouse (3902 Odana Road, 
1890), and dwellings at 4214 Odana Road 
(1890) and 4337 Mineral Point Road (1896).  
Between 1900 and 1916, eight more homes 
were built along the few dirt roads that bound-
ed and crossed the area. Otto Toepfer, Jr., for 
example, purchased the sixty-acre Baker farm 
in 1899 and built his own farmhouse in 1906.  

Toepfer then platted twenty-four acres of his 
property along Glenway Street in 1916. 

This first Westmorland subdivision plat in-
cluded ninety-five lots bordered by Glenway 
Street, Fern Court, Toepfer Avenue, and Birch 
Avenue. In 1926, Toepfer filed a second plat 
map that subdivided another six acres into 
twenty-three more residential lots along Glen-
way Street and parts of Birch and Euclid Av-
enues. Also in 1926, Toepfer sold a large part of 
his remaining farm to a local banker, A. O. Pau-
nack, who formed the Westmorland Company 
to develop and sell 138 lots along Toepfer Av-
enue and the 4000 block of the streets between 
Mineral Point Road and Fern Court. Lots were 
being sold for $750 to $1,250. Advertisements 
placed in the local newspapers that attempted 
to attract homebuilders to the area described it 
as, “A beautiful location with city improvements 
in the path of Madison’s westward growth.”3 In 
June of 1928, Toepfer and Paunack joined forc-
es to plat a small area of twenty lots on Paunack, 
Euclid, and Birch Avenues.   

John McKenna, Sr., another early developer 
of Westmorland, purchased a large portion of 
platted and unplatted lands in Westmorland 
from Toepfer during the mid 1920s. He then 
subdivided the land, and sold his four-hundred-
plus empty lots to the Westmorland Company. 
During the late 1920s, in an attempt to attract 
more buyers, the Westmorland Company pur-

1861 Plat Map. Courtesy of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society.

1911 Plat Map. Courtesy of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society.
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1916 West Wingra Plat Map. Courtesy of the Wiscon-
sin Historical Society.

Ad for Westmorland, Wisconsin State Journal (16 No-
vember 1928). Courtesy of Madison Newspapers.

Otto Toepfer, Jr. Home, 4001 Mineral Point Road. Photo Tom Martinelli, 2006.
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chased the twenty-acre William Doerfer farm, 
and built the nine-hole Westmorland Golf 
Course on land bordered by Mineral Point 
Road, Holly Avenue, Tokay Boulevard, and 
Caromar Drive. The company then constructed 
stone gates on Westmorland Boulevard at Min-
eral Point Road to serve as the grand entrance 
for the golf course. Sales of Westmorland lots 
continued at a slow pace during the 1920s, with 
only fourteen homes being built between 1917 
and 1929 on 276 available lots.

Another early resident of Westmorland was 
Henry Meyer, who built a home for his family 
on Glenway Street in 1910 and then purchased 
a number of lots and built fourteen homes be-
tween 1917 and 1928 on side streets between 
Glenway Street and Toepfer Avenue. The home 
styles provided by Meyer included bungalows, 
Cape Cods, English Cottages, and Tudor Re-
vivals. In other parts of Westmorland, Toepfer 

and Paunack were encouraging the construc-
tion of more traditional homes that copied 
those in the nearby affluent suburbs of West 
Lawn and Nakoma and the Villages of Shore-
wood Hills and Maple Bluff. Despite efforts 
to market and sell lots, Westmorland grew at 
a slow rate during the 1930s even though lot 
prices dropped to $300-$400 due to the Great 
Depression. Between 1929 and 1939, only sev-
enty homes were built on Westmorland lots. 
During the Depression years, local architects 
and builders experimented with new domestic 
designs in an attempt to attract buyers. Frank 
Lloyd Wright designed and built his first model 
Usonian home on a Toepfer Avenue lot (see 
Katherine and Herbert Jacobs House, I, en-
try). Other Madison-based architects designed 
International-style homes on Paunack and To-
epfer Avenues (see Elmer Brunsell House en-
try) and a Prairie-style home on Euclid Avenue 

Westmorland Boulevard Stone Gates, 1930, photo by Angus B. McVicar. Courtesy of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, WHi-20682.
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(see Wilkie House entry). Those that still pos-
sessed the monetary means built Tudor Revival 
and Colonial Revival homes in Westmorland. 
Other homes that were built during the 1930s 
included modest bungalow (craftsman), Cape 
Cod, English Cottage, and some Sears Catalog 
examples. 

Toward the end of the Great Depression, a 
mini-explosion of home construction occurred 
in Westmorland when eighty-seven houses 
were built. Following the entrance of the United 
States into World War II in December of 1941, 
and the diversion of building materials to the 
war effort, home construction once again slowed 
in Westmorland. Only 36 new homes were con-
structed during the war years from 1942 until 
1945. Two major events in Westmorland histo-
ry occurred during the early 1940s, however. In 
April of 1941, a neighborhood association was 
formed, one of the first in the Madison area. 
The group still functions today, serving the resi-

Ad for Westmorland, Wisconsin State Journal (11 May 
1930). Courtesy of Madison Newspapers.

Aerial Photo of Westmorland area, 1937. Courtesy of 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation.

Aerial Photo of the Westmorland area, 1949. Courtesy 
of the Arthur H. Robinson Map Library, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.
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dents of the neighborhood by organizing social 
events and representing the neighborhood with 
the City of Madison government. Secondly, the 
seven and one half acre Westmorland neighbor-
hood park was established from land declared 
tax delinquent in 1943 (see entry).

The end of World War II and the return of 
veterans who needed housing for their new 
families created a major housing construction 
boom in the neighborhood. Additional areas 
were subdivided and another 139 homes were 
built between 1946 and 1948. On May 14, 1948, 
the Westmorland neighborhood, previously 
within the boundaries of the Town of Madison, 
was annexed to the City of Madison. With city 
services now available to the area, a huge build-
ing boom coincided with the beginning of the 
baby boom generation. From 1949 until 1957, a 
total of 465 new homes were occupied by young 
families in the Westmorland area; 1950 was the 

peak year when 81 homes were under construc-
tion.

Westmorland’s post-war residential expan-
sion included seven Lustron homes constructed 
of a steel frame and with steel enamel-coated 
panels on the exterior and interior walls. Home 
construction was also aided by the hosting of 
the Fourth Annual Parade of Homes in West-
morland in 1954. The Parade showcased nine-
teen homes built south of Odana Road on An-
thony, Rolla, and Somerset Lanes. The entire 
area south of Odana Road was subdivided and 
quickly built out between 1954 and 1960; most 
were ranch style homes.

Commercial development that served the 
1950s subdivision occurred at the northeast-
ern and southwestern corners of Westmorland. 
The Glenway Shopping area on Speedway and 
Mineral Point Roads was built in 1955, and 
the Midvale Shopping Plaza (now the Sequoya 
Commons development) opened on Midvale 
Boulevard on 1957. In addition, schools for the 
baby boomers opened in Westmorland at the 
same time. Our Lady Queen of Peace parochial 
school opened in 1949, and the Midvale Ele-
mentary Public School in 1951. Five churches 
of various denominations that served the area 
were dedicated between 1947 and 1957.

By 1960, the Westmorland neighborhood was 
almost fully developed. Only sixty-three more 
homes were constructed in Westmorland after 
1958, with the last completed in 2001.  

Westmorland remains a vibrant, popular 
neighborhood; approximately thirty to thirty-
five homes are sold every year most within a 
month of being listed. The neighborhood pro-
vides a combination of an internationally re-
nowned landmark, the Frank Lloyd Wright-
designed Usonian house, unique architecturally 
designed homes, and vernacular architectural 
styles. The Westmorland Neighborhood Asso-
ciation continues as a very active organization 
in supporting residents, and schedules many 
social events. Members of an active neighbor-
hood history committee, organized in 2002, 
prepare articles for the six annual issues of the 

Aerial Photo of the Westmorland area, 1962. Courtesy 
of the Arthur H. Robinson Map Library, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.
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newsletter, The Westmorland Courier; the group 
also published a complete history of the neigh-
borhood in 2011. In June of 2011, the history 
committee co-sponsored a walking tour of the 
neighborhood with Historic Madison, Inc., and 
a walking tour booklet has just been produced 
with the aid of a grant from the Dane County 
Cultural Affairs Commission.

Endnotes
1 This essay is abstracted from Westmorland: A 

Great Place to Live (Madison: Westmorland 
Neighborhood Association, 2011).

2 Plat Map, City of Madison, 1836. Wisconsin 
Historical Society, WHi-11709.

3 Ad for Westmorland, Capital Times ( June 
1928).

Westmorland Tour Map. Created by Margaret Raimann, based on mapping from the Department of Planning and 
Community and Economic Development, City of Madison.
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Elmer Brunsell House, 1937
Beatty and stranG, arChiteCts; 442 toePfer avenue

Margaret Raimann

of building materials for the Madison area. Be-
atty and Strang often partnered with Brunsell, 
but this particular house is especially interesting 
as it was built for Elmer Brunsell’s family.1

Hamilton Beatty became partial to the Inter-
national style after studying it in France, and 
formed the architecture firm with Allen Strang 
(see Rankin essay). Though many homebuyers 
were wary of the modern designs that Beatty 
and Strang and the Brunsell brothers produced, 
Madison residents became quickly receptive 
when compared to national trends. An article 

A handful of International-style homes 
are found on Madison’s west side, in-
cluding a significant, if modified, ex-

ample at 442 Toepfer Avenue. Originally, the 
Elmer Brunsell house was a modest, one-story 
dwelling; but in 2008 it was expanded signifi-
cantly with a second-story addition. The house 
was designed by local architects Beatty and 
Strang and built by brothers Elmer and Wil-
liam Brunsell in 1937. Shortly after the broth-
ers formed the Brunsell Lumber and Millwork 
Company, which has since been a major supplier 

Elmer Brunsell House, Photo Tom Martinelli, 2011.
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on an exhibit featuring Madison architects, 
published in a 1941 issue of the Wisconsin State 
Journal offers evidence of the popularity of 
modern styles. The article presents the results of 
a survey of housing preferences in which eleven 
percent of Americans voted in favor of modern 
styles (versus classic colonial styles), whereas 
thirty-four percent of Madison residents ex-
pressed a preference for modernist examples. 
The author concluded that the popularity of lo-
cal architects, such as William Kaeser and Be-
atty and Strang, who were featured in exhibits 
similar to the one mentioned in the article, con-
tributed to the greater preference of Madisoni-
ans for modernist styles.2

Aside from being designed by well-respected 
architects, many of the homes constructed dur-
ing this era were marketed as modest, low-cost 
houses. A description of a series of Beatty and 

Strang homes in a 1938 Wisconsin State Jour-
nal article marketed them as “a compact, low-
cost, modern home, which can grow with the 
family.” These homes were typically one or two 
stories with two to three bedrooms, allowing 
for variations and opportunities for expansion. 
The chance for new homebuyers to purchase a 
cost-effective home that also allowed for expan-
sion was a very attractive feature in Beatty and 
Strang designs.3

City directories indicate that Brunsell and 
his family vacated the property by 1939 when 
Every Eldon purchased it. Eldon worked as an 
accountant for the Gardner Baking Co. In 1946 
Joseph Ripp, a salesman for C.W. Anderson 
Jewelers, purchased the house and lived there 
until his death around 1956. Ripp’s wife, Mary, 
continued to live in the home following his 
death.4 

Elmer Brunsell House prior to 2008 renovations. Photo Tom Martinelli.
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First Floor Plan of Elmer Brunsell House, prior to 2008 renovations. Drawn by Gingko House Architects, courtesy 
of current owners.

The current owners took advantage of the op-
portunity to expand their Beatty & Strang home 
in 2008 due to the needs of a growing family.5 
Though the expansion occurred decades after 
the initial construction of Beatty and Strang’s 
International-style home, the residents were 
able to maintain the character of the original 
design specifications. They preserved the open 
character of the floor plan as well as some of the 
interior details. Particularly notable is the lack 
of casings around the doorways, which Beatty 
and Strang designed to streamline the interior 
appearance and also to cut costs; the edges were 
finished with a quarter-round molding.

Endnotes
1 Tom Martinelli, “Westmorland’s 

‘International Style’ Homes,” manuscript 
draft, 2 August 2010. 

2 Floyd Layfayette, “Madison Architects 
Exhibit Modern Houses at Union,” 
Wisconsin State Journal (23 March 1941): 10.

3 “’Growing’ House Planned to Help Young 
Couples,” Wisconsin State Journal (21 August 
1938): 8.

4 Madison city directories, 1930s, 1940s, 
1950s.

5 Martinelli, “Westmorland’s ‘International 
Style’ Homes.”
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Katherine and Herbert Jacobs House, I (Usonia I), 
1937
frank lloyd WriGht, arChiteCt; 441 toePfer avenue

Margaret Raimann

Wilkie House just around the corner is mod-
eled directly after it.

The house was constructed in 1937 for Kath-
erine and Herbert Jacobs, who enlisted Wright 
to construct a low-priced house by following his 
Usonian drawings. During the Great Depres-
sion, housing starts had slowed, and thus archi-
tects such as Wright were exploring new kinds 
of commissions. Wright’s lack of work during 
the Depression, however, was not his only moti-

The first Katherine and Herbert Jacobs 
House stands out in the Westmorland 
neighborhood as one of only a few ar-

chitect-designed houses. Although designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright, already by then a world-
renowned architect, it materialized from his 
lifelong “Usonian” vision to house middle-class 
Americans.1 Like Wright himself, the house is 
significant as a national model as well as region-
ally (see Andrzejewski essay); indeed, the James 

Katherine and Herbert Jacobs, I (Usonia I) House, 1937. Photo Anna Vemer Andrzejewski, 2012.
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vation to build the house for the Jacobses. After 
moving from Milwaukee, Herb and Katherine 
Jacobs visited the Taliesin Fellowship in 1936. 
Upon meeting the couple, Wright took to them 
on a personal level and was willing to build the 
modest-cost home that the couple desired.2

The house, which covers two lots on the east 
side of Toepfer Avenue, employs an L-shape 
plan, with the living-dining-kitchen in the 
main block and a bedroom wing off the back. 
In addition to the house, Wright designed the 
interior furnishings, including built-ins, furni-
ture, and lighting, much of which survives or 
has been restored. Due to Wright’s lack of work 
during the Depression, he was also instrumen-
tal in construction activities associated with the 

house. To keep costs low, Wright used locally 
sourced materials such as leftover brick from 
his work on the Johnson Wax Building in Ra-
cine, Wisconsin, which is located just over one 
hundred miles southeast of Madison.3 

 Herbert Jacobs’s book, Building with Frank 
Lloyd Wright, further documents the architect’s 
business and personal relationship with the 
family during and after the construction of the 
house. Jacobs describes working with Wright 
and the building of two homes for the family, 
both designed by the renowned architect (the 
second Jacobs house was planned on a farm west 
of Madison as early as 1942). As the Jacobses 
began their initial search for a home in Madi-
son, they were not sold on the idea of a modern-

Site Plan from Architectural Forum 68 ( January 1938): 81. Courtesy of University of Wisconsin-Madison Libraries. 
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style residence. As was true of most prospective 
homeowners at that time, the Jacobses initially 
preferred traditional styles. However, a friend 
who had apprenticed at Taliesin convinced the 
couple to see what Wright had to offer them. 
When the couple visited Wright, they became 
attuned to his ideals of American housing, 
which deviated from the national standards of 
the era. Instead of picture windows that empha-
sized the frontside appeal of the house, Wright 
suggested a house that “turns its back on the 
street.” As an alternative, Wright placed floor-
to-ceiling windows, located at the rear of the 
house, which looked out at the backyard. The 
couple was intrigued by Wright’s innovative 
take on the suburban American family house 
and its emphasis on privacy, which later became 
a coveted feature of post-World War II single-
family suburban housing. After several visits to 
Taliesin, the Jacobses hired Wright.4 

Jacobs I presented a new challenge for Wright, 
who was accustomed to building artistically, but 

not necessarily cost-efficiently. Wright had, of 
course, experimented with low-cost housing 
before, most notably in the Arthur Richards 
system-built homes in south Milwaukee during 
the 1910s.5 He continued this pursuit through-
out the Depression with the Jacobs House, as 
well as with his plans for Broadacre City. (Of 
course, he also received prominent commis-
sions during the 1930s, including the Edgar 
Kaufmann House (“Fallingwater”) and the Pew 
House in nearby Shorewood Hills, not to men-
tion the Johnson Wax commission.) In the Ja-
cobs House, Wright experimented with cutting 
costs by using a carport (instead of a garage) 
and by building the house on a slab foundation, 
with only a small crawl space for mechanicals. 
The house reflected Wright’s organic philoso-
phy, given that it was spread across the lot be-
cause of the topographic variations. Wright’s 
specific vision for greater Usonia was a utopi-
an-like neighborhood located away from the 
city center. While never fully realized, Usonian 

Photo of house under construction from Architectural Forum 68 ( January 1938): 79. Courtesy of University of 
Wisconsin-Madison Libraries.
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homes hold national significance, with the ini-
tial ( Jacobs I) being recognized as the first of 
hundreds of similar houses designed by Wright 
during the middle of the twentieth century. 

The Jacobs family did not live in the house 
for an extended period of time. According to 
city directories they had moved by 1946, when 
Max Pohle took over the property.6 When Herb 
Jacobs developed an interest in farming, he 
moved his family towards the City of Middle-
ton, located northwest of Madison; once again 
they hired Wright to build another house for 
them ( Jacobs II).

Jacobs I received its designation as a Madison 
City Landmark in 1974, although at that time 
it was in need of extensive restoration. Today, 
Jacobs I is fully restored, a process that began 
after James Dennis, a Professor in the Depart-
ment of Art History at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison, purchased the home in 1983. 
Dennis maintained Wright’s original design 
with little deviation. The carport was a telling 
case. Since mid-century carports were not suit-
able for Midwestern climatic conditions, many 
Madisonians converted them into garages. 
Nevertheless, Dennis’s restoration team reno-
vated the carport to its original state, since it 
is a distinct design feature of Wright’s homes. 
The concrete slab in the house was completely 

Rear elevation, from Architectural Forum 68 ( January 1938): 80. Courtesy of University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Libraries.

repoured and the roof replaced with a rubber 
membrane. Another major job involved the re-
moval of a creosote preservative from the exte-
rior Ponderosa pine boards and redwood bat-
tens, as well as the removal of red paint trim 
from the windows and doors. As part of the 
renovation Dennis also created features from 
the original plans that had not been completed, 
such as a flower box in the front of the house.7 

In addition to its local landmark status, Jacobs 
I was designated a National Historic Landmark 
in 2003 (the same year as Wright’s Unitarian 
Meeting House—see entry) and is now under 
consideration as a potential nomination to the 
“U.S. World Heritage Tentative List.”8 

Endnotes
1 Westmorland: A Great Place to Live (Madison: 

Westmorland Neighborhood Association, 
2011), 39-42.

2 Paul Sprague, “National Historic Landmark 
Nomination: Jacobs, Herbert and Katherine, 
First House,” Washington, D.C.: National 
Park Service, 2001, 1-21.

3 Ibid.; and David G. Kalec, “The Jacobs 
House I,” in Frank Lloyd Wright and 
Madison: Eight Decades of Artistic and Social 
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Interaction (Madison: Elvehjem Museum of 
Art, 1992), 91-100.

4 Herbert Jacobs with Katherine Jacobs, 
Building With Frank Lloyd Wright: An 
Illustrated Memoir (San Francisco: Chronicle 
Books, 1978), 3-26.

5 Mike Lilec, “The American System-
Built Homes in Milwaukee, Wisconsin: 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Earliest System of 
Low-Cost Housing,” 2005; http://www.
wrightinmilwaukee.com/History/tabid/62/
Default.aspx (accessed 12 March 2012).

6 Madison city directory, 1946.

7 “Usonia l: Frank Lloyd Wright,” http://
www.usonia1.com/, (accessed 12 February 
2012.)

8 “U.S. Nominations to the World Heritage 
List; 15-Day Notice of Opportunity for 
Public Comment” (5 March 2012), Federal 
Register: The Daily Journal of the United 
States Government, Office of the Federal 
Register (US) ttp://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/
search/pagedetails.action?granuleId=2012-
5 1 9 1 & p a c k a g e I d = F R - 2 0 1 2 - 0 3 -
05&acCode=FR (accessed 12 March 2012).

McBurney House, 1949
505 south oWen dr.

Margaret Raimann

Drive, 548 South Owen Drive, 537 Gately Ter-
race, and 418 Critchell Terrace. Most were con-
structed in 1949, at the end of Lustron’s home-
production activities.2

Robert and Jane McBurney bought the house 
in 1949 and hired Findorff to erect it. McBur-
ney, an Assistant Professor at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, sold the house in 1951, 
when he left the University and Madison. Wil-
liam Deming bought the house in 1951, but 
moved out within a year. In 1952 Ernest Goeld-
ner and his wife, Carol, moved into the home. 
Ernest was a dispatcher for LCL Transit, and 
Carol an office secretary for the Stemp Type-
writer Company; she owned the home after Er-
nest’s death in 1954, and stayed until 1956 when 
Kenneth Fishburn, a driver for Bulk Transport, 
bought the house. In 1964, the dwelling was 
turned over once again, this time to Lucille Ja-
cobson.3 From this list of owners, it is possible 
to see the increasing numbers of working class 

The McBurney House is an intact ex-
ample of a Lustron home—a notable 
attempt at post-World War II prefabri-

cated housing.1 Even though the Lustron Cor-
poration went bankrupt in 1950 after producing 
only 2,000 of the 30,000 residences they had 
anticipated selling, their product still marks a 
turning point in suburban housing, which is 
especially evident in Westmorland today. In 
Madison, Lustron homes were constructed by 
J. H. Findorff & Sons, Inc., a local contractor 
still in business today. There are at least twenty-
two Lustrons still found in the area, seven of 
which are located in Westmorland (see Lustron 
sidebar). The Lustron home at 505 South Owen 
Drive is a blue, Westchester two-bedroom de-
luxe model, measuring 31' x 35'—one of the 
Lustron Corporation’s most popular models. 
Other Lustron homes in Westmorland—all 
Westchesters—are located at 3810 Saint Clair 
Street, 534 Glenway Street, 513 South Owen 
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McBurney House, 505 South Owen Drive. Photo Anna Vemer Andrzejewski, 2012.

families that were able to purchase homes dur-
ing the post-World War II housing boom. John 
Sylvester, a local Madison radio personality, 
now lives in the Lustron Home at 505 S. Owen 
Drive, which he purchased in 1996. Because of 
the limited number of houses that were manu-
factured by the Lustron Corporation, as well as 
the unique features of the home, Sylvester pur-
chased another Lustron that provided elements 
for the restoration of the interior. 

Endnotes
1 Westmorland: A Great Place to Live (Madison: 

Westmorland Neighborhood Association, 
2011), 70-71; Tom Wolfe and Leonard 
Garfield, “‘A New Standard for Living’: The 
Lustron House, 1946-1950,” Perspectives 
in Vernacular Architecture 3, Thomas Carter 
and Bernard L. Herman, eds. (Columbia: 
University of Missouri Press), 51-61. 

2 Westmorland: A Great Place to Live. 
3 Madison city directories, 1950s.
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Sears Houses in Westmorland
425 holly avenue (1932) and 4021 WinneMaC (1939)

Anna Vemer Andrzejewski and Tom Martinelli

Although the heyday of homebuilding in 
Westmorland was after World War II, a 
sizable number of buildings were erect-

ed during the 1920s and 1930s. Of houses built 
during the interwar period two have been docu-
mented as “Sears Homes”—at 425 Holly Avenue 
and 4021 Winnemac. Their presence foregrounds 
the diversity of the Westmorland neighborhood, 
showing that architect- and builder-designed 
houses stood alongside national prefabricated 
types, even before World War II.

By some estimates Sears sold between 75,000 
and 100,000 houses during its “Modern homes” 
program, which occurred between 1908 and 
1940. At least 447 different models were avail-
able during this thirty-two year period. Hom-
eowners could “customize” what they wanted 
from these models, choosing exterior finish, 
cabinetry, hardware, plumbing, and so forth. 
Sears would mass-produce the items necessary 
to build the house; they set up the financing; 
and they shipped all of the parts to the building 
site. With minimal labor, the homeowner and/
or his builder could erect the house fairly easily, 
since the  items were prefabricated, part num-
bers were stamped on the lumber, and assembly 
instructions were included.1 

Two Sears homes in Westmorland have been 
identified visually. The house at 425 Holly, con-
structed in 1932, was built on the “Colchester” 
model, right after its introduction in the catalog. 
It was a two-story English Tudor four-bedroom 
model, considerably larger (over 2,000 square 
feet) than the Cape Cod. The house at 4021 
Winnemac was built in 1939 after the “Park-
side” Sears model, first introduced in 1933. It 
is a one-story Cape Cod home, with two bed-
rooms, kitchen, small dining alcove, living room, 
and one bathroom. More research is needed to 

Sears Catalog House at 425 Holly Avenue, 1932. Pho-
to Tom Martinelli, 2010.

“Parkside” Model Sears House, 1934. http://www.an-
tiquehomestyle.com/plans/sears/1936sears/36sears-
parkside.htm (accessed 1 March 2012).
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document the presence of other Sears Homes in 
the neighborhood and understand their owners’ 
motivations for buying them.2

Endnotes
1 Katherine Cole Stevenson and H. Ward 

Jandl, Houses by Mail: A Guide to Houses 
from Sears Roebuck and Company (New York: 
Wiley, 1996).

2 Westmorland: A Great Place to Live (Madison: 
Westmorland Neighborhood Association, 
2011), 43-45.

Stone Gates, 1926-1930
WestMorland Boulevard and Mineral Point road

Anna Vemer Andrzejewski

have been adopted as a strategy because of the 
nearby Nakoma neighborhood, which had simi-
lar gates marking the entrance to its fashionable 
suburban homes. The Company’s plans, how-
ever, came at the start of the Depression—and 
the historic photograph from 1930 shows that 
despite the grand aspirations symbolized by the 
gates, the development failed to materialize as 
quickly as its founders had hoped (see overview 
essay).

The gates were built of local sandstone, per-
haps from the stone quarry located about a half 
mile away. Originally the gates were designed 
with wrought iron signage and lanterns in the 
openings in the stonework. The Westmorland 
Neighborhood Association is planning to re-
store these during 2012.1

Endnotes
1 Westmorland: A Great Place to Live (Madison: 

Westmorland Neighborhood Association, 
2011), 33-34.

A sturdy pair of stone walls marks the 
main entrance to the Westmorland 
neighborhood. In December of 1926, 

the Westmorland Company—one of a series of 
Westmorland developers—hatched plans to de-
velop a section of the neighborhood just south 
of Mineral Point Road. They constructed West-
morland Boulevard with a wide median and the 
gates in hopes of attracting buyers. This may 

Stone Gates, Westmorland and Mineral Point Roads, 
1926-30. Photo Anna Vemer Andrzejewski, 2012.

Sears Catalog House at 4021 Winnemac, 1939. Photo 
Tom Martinelli, 2010.
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Otto Toepfer House, 4001 Mineral Point Road, 1906; Photo Anna Vemer Andrzejewski, 2012.

Toepfer acquired sixty acres on which to 
build his house in 1899 in conjunction with his 
brother, who later sold his interest to Otto. At 
the time, it was part of the Charles Baker Sun-
nyside Farm, bounded by present-day Mineral 
Point Road, Westmorland Boulevard, Tokay 
Boulevard, and Glenway Street, encompassing 
much of the portion of Westmorland that is 
part of the VAF tour. The house (former barn) at 
4010 Paunack was part of this property. Toepfer 
likely purchased this land with an eye toward 
development. Along with A.O. Paunack, he was 

One of the earliest standing houses in 
Westmorland—and certainly the most 
grand—is the Otto Toepfer House, 

which stands at the corner of Mineral Point 
Road and what would become Toepfer Avenue. 
The imposing two-and-one-half story seven-
bedroom brick house is 3,927 square feet in 
size, making it still the largest house in West-
morland. The house was befitting Toepfer’s sta-
tus as a political figure, active as a Dane County 
Supervisor for nineteen years, and a land devel-
oper. 

Otto Toepfer House, 1906
4001 Mineral Point road

Anna Vemer Andrzejewski
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Village Bar (formerly general store), opened 1921
3801 Mineral Point road

Tom Martinelli

Herling sold the building to his son, W.H. 
(Bill) Herling, shortly after having it moved. 
Bill Herling converted the house into a general 
store that opened for business in 1921. Upon 
the appeal of Prohibition in 1933, he added a 
small bar in the corner of the store; thus “Her-
ling’s Tavern” was born. The tavern was nick-
named “Windy Corners” by regular customers 
due to the winds that blow in Mineral Point 
Road and across Glenway Golf Course (which 
opened in 1927).  

In 1944, Herling sold the building and the 
business to Robert (Bob) Waterman who then 
converted the entire interior into a bar and re-
named the building “Waterman’s Bar.” Water-
man ran the bar until February of 1953 when he 
sold the business to partners Frank Vitale and 
Joe Namio (who later opened Namio’s Supper 
Club, a long time, popular eating establishment 
elsewhere in Madison); they then renamed the 
location the “Village Bar.” Vitale retired in 1978 
and sold the business to Leo and Jan Castle. Af-
ter running the Village Bar for twenty-one years 
the Castles then sold the business to the current 
owners, Mark and Karen Kampa, in January of 
1999.1                     

Endnotes
1 Westmorland: A Great Place to Live (Madison: 

Westmorland Neighborhood Association, 
2011), 36, 79.

responsible with much of the pre-World War 
II development of Westmorland (see Westmor-
land introduction/overview essay).1 Today To-
epfer is known as “father of Westmorland” and 
his house as the “Toepfer Mansion.”

Endnotes
1 Westmorland: A Great Place to Live (Madison: 

Westmorland Neighborhood Association, 
2011), 17-19.

Westmorland’s version of “Cheers,” 
where “everybody knows your 
name,” has been located at the cor-

ner of Mineral Point Road and Glenway Street 
for over eighty years. The bar is a classic Wis-
consin tavern decorated with sports memorabil-
ia—mainly Packers and UW Badgers—adorn-
ing the interior.  

The building in which the current Village Bar 
resides began as a single-family home located 
on the north side of the 1500 block of Universi-
ty Avenue and directly across from the College 
of Engineering at the University of Wisconsin. 
Since the house was scheduled for demolition 
to make room for a new campus building, Theo-
dore Herling moved the house in 1921 from its 
original location to 3801 Mineral Point Road by 
using a team of horses to pull the house along 
Speedway Road. 

Village Bar, 3801 Mineral Point Road. Photo Tom 
Martinelli, 2010.



280    WesTmorland neighborhood

VernaCular arChiTeCTure forum 33rd annual meeTing, madison, WisConsin 2012

William R. Warren Barn, 1860s
4010 PaunaCk avenue

Tom Martinelli

The oldest structure still standing in 
Westmorland was built as a barn and 
stable during the 1860s and now serves 

as a residence at 4010 Paunack Avenue. The cut 
sandstone-walled building was originally built 
over one-hundred-fifty years ago by William 
R. Warren, who owned the eighty acres that 
stretched from Mineral Point Road to south of 
the future Illinois Central Railroad grade (built 
in 1887) and from Glenway Street to the cur-
rent Westmorland Boulevard. (There also is a 
small storage shed from the same era built with 
rough sandstone walls that now stands in the 
backyard at 3822 Paunack Avenue in another 
section of the former Warren farm.) The prop-
erty then became the Charles Baker “Sunny-

side Farm” from 1890 until 1899, when it was 
purchased by Otto Toepfer, Jr. Toepfer used the 
barn as a stable for his horses, cows, and chick-
ens, with hay storage on the upper level. Toep-
fer owned the barn, along with his 1906 home 
at 4001 Mineral Point Road, until 1930, when 
he sold both buildings to a prominent Madison 
banker, A. O. Paunack.1

The Paunack family occupied the home on 
Mineral Point Road and owned the adjacent 
property until September of 1937, when Profes-
sor James March and his wife, Mildred (Billie), 
purchased the property and moved their young 
family into the former Toepfer home. It is be-
lieved that the Marchs converted the barn to a 
home around 1938 and rented it out beginning 

Warren barn.  Photo Anna Vemer Andrzejewski, 2012.        
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in 1939. At some point during the late 1940s 
a wood-frame addition was added to the east 
side. The current owners of the home offered it 
as a stop on Historic Madison’s Alternate Pa-
rade of Homes event in Westmorland on June 
5, 2011.    

Endnotes
1 On the Toepfers and Paunacks see 

Westmorland: A Great Place to Live (Madison: 
Westmorland Neighborhood Association, 
2011), 14-22.

James Wilkie House
WilliaM kaeser, arChiteCt; 3909 euClid avenue, 1938

Margaret Raimann

land interesting, along with the other residen-
tial dwellings he built, is his own interpretation 
of Wright’s organic architecture practices. Ac-
cording to Kaeser scholar Anne Biebel, Kaeser 
was able to distinguish himself from Wright and 
his Taliesen apprentices through integration of 
his graduate studies with Eliel Saarinen. Kaeser 
learned to not completely dismiss the emerging 
International or modern styles, as Wright did, 
and instead combine them with organic styles 
idealized for Usonia.2  

When Kaeser left his position as a city plan-
ner, he also dismissed residential development 
in the urban core. His primary projects early in 
his career were in the suburbs, especially in the 
Villages of Maple Bluff and Shorewood Hills, 
which are both located along Lake Mendota. 
Respecting the natural architecture and topog-
raphy of the area, Kaeser was able to carry out 
his own regionalist modernism (see Andrzejew-
ski essay). 

While Kaeser attempted to distinguish him-
self from Wright, it was difficult to ignore 
Wright’s influence on the city of Madison.  
Upon entering the architecture field, Kaeser 
experimented with Wright’s Usonian ideals by 
taking features of Usonian houses, like Jacobs I, 
and attempted to distinguish his structure with 
different materials. Both the Wilkie and Jacobs 
I houses are constructed in an L-shaped plan. 

In 1938, shortly after Frank Lloyd Wright 
built the first Katherine and Herbert Jacobs 
House, William Kaeser built a strikingly 

similar house just around the corner at 3909 
Euclid Avenue.  Although Kaeser began his 
professional career as Madison’s first city plan-
ner in 1935, he left that position a few years later 
to devote himself to architecture, claiming that 
city development in the government took too 
long to materialize.1 Inspired by the ideals of 
the Wright’s Usonian houses, Kaeser designed 
and produced a number of houses based on the 
models of Wright (see Andrzejewski essay).  
The plan of the James Wilkie House is almost 
a direct copy of Wright’s first Usonian model 
home. What makes Kaeser’s home in Westmor-

Wilkie House, Photo Anna Vemer Andrzejewski, 
2012.



282    WesTmorland neighborhood

VernaCular arChiTeCTure forum 33rd annual meeTing, madison, WisConsin 2012

James Wilkie House, Main Facade, original drawing by architect. James Wilkie House (file), William V. Kaeser 
Papers, ca. 1931-1992, M94-246.  Courtesy of the Wisconsin Historical Society. 

Plan of Wilkie House.  Architectural Forum (April 1940): 239.
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Although Wright intended his house as a low-
cost middle-class home, Kaeser’s was even more 
about cost efficiency; his house is downscaled in 
size as well as materials. 

Both homes also set a precedent for post-
World War II suburban ideals of privacy seen 
elsewhere in the neighborhood (and through-
out the United States). The front of each home 
is situated in a low position on the hill with nar-
row window bands placed toward the top. The 
backs of the homes, meanwhile, are lined with 
tall windows, which allow the residents to ex-
perience nature while still having their desired 
privacy. 

Endnotes
1 Westmorland: A Great Place to Live (Madison: 

Westmorland Neighborhood Association, 
2011), 39.

2 Anne E. Biebel, “The Residential 
Architecture of William V. Kaeser,” M.A. 
thesis, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
1985.

Westmorland Park, 1944
Margaret Raimann

Westmorland residents, including Herb Jacobs 
(owner of the Jacobs House) who was President 
of the Westmorland Community Association 
at the time.1 The park was eventually approved 
by the City of Madison under the stipulation 
that Westmorland cover a considerable propor-
tion of construction costs. Despite the financial 
difficulties, the neighborhood’s residents came 
together to fund the purchase of the park land 
by making five-dollar payments to the West-
morland Community Association.2

Since its development, Westmorland Park 
has served as a rich cultural landscape for the 
neighborhood. Events such as the Fourth of 
July parade and picnic were centered on the 
park, which provided Westmorland’s residents 
with a sense of community through the difficult 
war years and beyond. The park not only came 
at a pivotal time in the nation’s history, but also 
at a time of major development activities in 
Westmorland. The neighborhood was re-plat-
ted shortly after the construction of the park, 
which integrated it into the neighborhood plan.

Further enriching Westmorland’s land-
scape was the addition of a public park 
in 1944. Starting around 1941, the park 

proposal was under consideration by the Madi-
son Town Board. An article in a September 
1941 issue of the Capital Times reported on the 
park approval process and noted the presence of 

Rock garden, Westmorland Park (planned in 1953 by 
the City of Madison). Photo Anna Vemer Andrzejew-
ski, 2012.
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Westmorland Park may have initially sup-
ported the ideals of post-war suburbia, but the 
realities of vandalism struck the park during 
the 1960s. A 1963 article in the Wisconsin State 
Journal reported that Westmorland Park was 
known for recurring vandalism and had become 
a place where parents were reluctant to allow 
their children to play.3 While Westmorland 
Park has subsequently became a desirable place 
for residents, articles with such titles as “Park 
Vandals vs. Improvement,” help to document 
the contrast between post-war suburban ideals 
and reality. 

Endnotes
1 “Westmorland Park Nearer As Board Acts,” 

Capital Times (26 September 1941): 2.
2 Westmorland: A Great Place to Live (Madison: 

Westmorland Neighborhood Association, 
2011), 56-57.

3 David Gordon, “Park Vandals vs. 
Improvement,” Wisconsin State Journal (10 
November 1963): 19.

Croquet game at Westmorland Park playground, 10 July 1950, photo by Arthur M. Vinje. Courtesy of the Wis-
consin Historical Society, WHi-65998.
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