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Foreword
By Doug Moe, longtime Madison journalist and author

I’m not sure I can offer a better testimonial to the high 
regard in which I hold the Village Bar than to note it’s where I 
asked my wife to marry me.

True story.
It was a night in 2010 and we had made the eight-minute 

walk to the Village from the home we were already sharing on 
Gregory Street.

We ordered cheeseburgers and drinks, and when they were 
delivered to our table, for the first time in hundreds of visits to 
the Village over several decades—more on that momentarily—I 
was surprised to see they had forgotten to put cheese on the 
burgers.

It was no big deal, one mistake in 40 years. But I asked my-
self, “What can I do to turn this night around?”

At which point I turned to Jeanan and said, “I am getting 
tired of calling you my fiancée. I’d like to call you my wife.”

Jeanan, ever practical, said, “That would mean we’d have 
to get married.”

These years later, we’re still married, living in the same 
house, and still making the 8-minute walk to the Village.

Jeanan is as big a fan as I am. She likes to tell the story of 
how she and her former NBC-15 colleague, the late Bob Rich-
ards, would enter the Village and everyone at the bar would 
yell, “Horowitz!” Bob, of course, was a consumer advocate in 
the mold of David Horowitz.

I first experienced the Village as a teenager, when my older 
sister and her husband bought a small house on Westmorland 
Boulevard. That was probably 1970. I would ride my bike to 
Glenway Golf Course on weekend mornings and then join them 
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for lunch across the street at the Village. They liked the grilled 
summer sausage with onions. I was always a burger guy.

To that end, when a New York City man named George 
Motz got in touch with me when he was researching his book 
“Hamburger America,” and asked about Madison’s best burg-
ers, I mentioned the Village, along with a few others.

Motz didn’t use the Village in his book, but as you will 
learn in this fun and informative look at the Village’s history, 
he made up for that oversight when he was hosting a show 
called “Burgerland” on the Travel Channel.

You will read in these pages about improvements made to 
the Village over the years, but part of its genius, I think, is how 
little it has changed.

From Joe Namio’s day, to Jan and Leo Castle, and now to 
the current owners, Mark and Karen Kampa, the Village Bar 
has always been a place for a terrific burger, a cold drink, and 
lively conversation. It turned out to be pretty good for a mar-
riage proposal, too. 
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The Village Bar: A Neighborhood 
Watering Hole

The Village Bar has been in the Westmorland neighbor-
hood since 1928. But the history of the building began around 
1915 in a neighborhood located on the University of Wisconsin 
west campus near the old University Hospital. 

Herling’s General Store & Bar,  
1928-1944 

The current Village Bar building began as a single-family 
house built in approximately 1915 in a residential area that 
was located north of University Avenue between the original 
University Hospital and Henry Mall on the University of Wis-
consin west campus. The exact street address for the house has 
not been documented.

Aerial view of the University of Wisconsin west campus residential area where 
the house that became the Village Bar was originally a single family home, 
built around 1915. Shown (L-R) are Henry Mall, Wisconsin High School, 
residential area, Home Economics building, and original University Hospital 
under construction. Photo taken around 1923.  
Wisconsin Historical Society Image #24041
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The house was purchased and moved by Theodore Herling 
(b: 11/07/1857; d: 07/02/1937), a native of Cross Plains, Wiscon-
sin, in 1928 because the university wanted to clear the area for 
a new building (possible the old Nurses Dorm Building built 
in 1924 at 1402 University Avenue, now the site of the Genet-
ics-Biotechnology Building; or the Children’s Orthopedic Hos-
pital built in 1930 at 1415 Linden Drive, now the Nutritional 
Sciences Building). The house was moved with the assistance 

A team of 
horses moving 
a one story 
house, circa 
1920s. 
Submitted by 
Delvin & Louise 
Szumutku, www.
Images.Google.
com

Two horses 
moving a 
house using 
a capstan 
and cable 
arrangement, 
circa early 
1900s. www.
shiawasseehistory.
com/house.html
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of a team of horses to the current location of the Village Bar. 
The exact method used to move the house is not known. In the 
1920s, some buildings were moved using a varying number of 
horses depending on the size of the building. Another method 
used to move a building involved a capstan and cable system. 

The exact route used for moving the house is not known. It 
is likely that the house was moved west on University Avenue 
then south on Highland Avenue and Speedway Road to the cur-
rent location, a distance of exactly two miles. This route would 
have avoided Regent Street where there were tracks in the pave-
ment and overhead cables for the Madison electric streetcar 
line that was routed out University Avenue to Breese Terrace, 
then west on Monroe Street to Harrison Street, then north on 
Harrison Street across a bridge over the Illinois-Central railroad 
tracks to Regent Street, then west on Regent Street to the corner 
of Regent Street and Speedway Road where a streetcar station 
was located (now the office for Forest Hill Cemetery). 

The assumed route for moving the Village Bar building from the UW 
campus (A) to Mineral Point Road (B), 1928. Bill Martinelli
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The house was placed on basement walls built of concrete 
blocks on the corner lot at 3801 Mineral Point Road. Theodore 
Herling had purchased four lots at the intersection of Speedway 
Road, Glenway Street, and Mineral Point Road prior to moving 
the house. On the other lots, Bill Herling, Sr. (b: 1881; d: 1963), 
one of Theodore’s sons, built a house at 414 Glenway Street in 
1928; a building that housed Burke’s Village Drug Store at 404 
Glenway Street in 1949; the Village IGA Food Store building at 
3809 Mineral Point Road in 1940 (Mineral Point Road was also 
referred to as the Speedway Road until the 1940s).

After the house was placed on the basement walls and the 
interior remodeled into a single large room on the first floor, 
Theodore Herling converted the space into a general store that 
opened later in 1928. Jim Crawmer, a long-time Westmorland 
resident, who lived for two years in the house at 414 Glenway 
Street that his parents rented from the Herling family begin-
ning in 1936 and then moved to a new house built in 1938 at 
3917 Paunack Avenue in the neighborhood behind the general 

Bill Herling, Sr. and Bill Herling, Jr. (L-R) behind the bar at Herling’s Bar, circa 
1938. Dennis Herling
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Bill Herling, Sr. standing at the bar with (L-R) Bill, Jr; Herb Herling, and an 
unidentified bartender, October 1941. Dennis Herling

store, recalled the layout of the general store as having floor to 
ceiling shelving along the west wall of the room. The general 
store sold canned goods, cereal, bread, milk, ice cream, and a 
few other items. 

Theodore Herling and his wife, Anne, were the owners of 
the general store in 1933.  After the end of Prohibition (January 
18, 1920-December 5, 1933), the Herlings installed a bar along 
the east side of the room and men’s and women’s restrooms in 
the rear of the room. They then began serving alcohol along 
with the general store merchandise. Beginning with the 1935 
City of Madison Directory, the business was listed as a General 
Store and Tavern run by Bill Herling, Sr.

When Theodore Herling passed away in 1937, the business 
was inherited by Bill Herling, Sr. Bill discontinued the general 
store and converted the business to a full tavern around 1941. 
While the business was called Herling’s Bar, it was nicknamed 
“Windy Corners” by the regular customers due to not only the 
westerly winds that blew along Mineral Point Road and across 
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Glenway Golf Course (which opened in 1927), but mostly due 
to the verbal exchanges and stories that were told at the bar. 

Bill Herling, Jr. (b: 4/1/1919; d: 9/1964) and Herb Herling 
(b: 1910; d: 1991) worked with their father at the tavern until 
they were drafted into the U.S. Army during World War II. Bill, 
Jr. was stationed in Europe and Ireland until he was discharged. 

He then lived in the Wash-
ington D. C. area where he 
met his wife, Clara, a nurse 
during World War II, around 
1947. Herb was stationed in 
the Pacific Theater during 
the war. 

Herling’s Bar ad, circa 1942. 
Dennis Herling

Bill Herling, Sr.’s mounted musky behind the bar at Herling’s Bar, caught on 
the Chippewa Flowage near Hayward, July 09, 1942. Dennis Herling
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Bill Herling, Sr. holding grandson, Dennis Herling, outside the tavern. Note 
the Glenway Golf Course club house and parking lot in the background and 
the Fauerbach Beer sign, circa 1944. Dennis Herling

Bill Herling, Sr. enjoyed fi shing in northern Wisconsin. A 
52-inch musky that he caught on the Chippewa Flowage near 
Hayward was displayed on the wall behind the bar.

Bill Herling, Sr. continued to own the bar until he sold the 
business in 1944 to Robert (Bob) Waterman. 
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Waterman’s Bar, 1944-1953

Robert (Bob) Waterman (b: 6/12/1914–Elroy, WI; d: 
11/3/1995–Yuma, AZ) purchased the building built in 1940 by 
Bill Herling, Sr. at 3809 Mineral Point Road (currently the EVP 
Coffee Shop) in July 1941 and opened Waterman’s IGA Food 
Shop.

One year 
anniversary ad 
for Waterman’s 
Food Shop, 
March 1942. Lynn 
Waterman Murphy 
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Waterman’s Bar 
holiday specials 
flyer, December 
1949. Lynn 
Waterman Murphy 

Waterman and his wife Norma purchased the house across 
from the grocery store at 3814 Mineral Point Road in the sum-
mer of 1943 to be close to their business and to begin their fam-
ily. The Watermans operated the grocery store business until 
January 1, 1945 when they sold it to Jim Farrell & John Freder-
ick who changed the name to the Village Food Shop.

On September 1, 1944, Bob Waterman purchased Her-
ling’s Bar from Bill Herling, Sr. and began operating it as 
Waterman’s Bar. 
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Bob Waterman sitting in a circa 1942 Packard in the driveway at 3814 
Mineral Point Road. Note Waterman’s Bar and the Glenway Golf Course in 
the background, April 1946. Lynn Waterman Murphy 

Bob Waterman sitting in a circa 1942 Packard in the driveway at 3814 

Waterman’s 
Bar. Note 
the circa 
1950 Nash 
Ambassadors, 
circa 1950. 
Lynn Waterman 
Murphy 
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Waterman sponsored men’s 
and women’s shuffleboard teams 
and bowling teams as a way of 
increasing business at the tavern. 
In the spring of 1950, the men’s 
shuffleboard team won the Madi-
son Cushion Shuffleboard League 
championship.

Waterman’s Bar men’s shuffleboard team, Shown (L-R) are B. F. Kukachka, 
John LaBarro, Don Schlimgen, Adolph O. (Brett) Brettingen, Fred Gibson, Sid 
Adams and Bob Waterman, July 1949. Lynn Waterman Murphy 

Madison cushion shuffleboard league 
final standings, May 1950. Lynn 
Waterman Murphy 
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Waterman’s 
Bar women’s 
shuffleboard 
team. Shown 
(L-R) Dorothy 
Beyler, Bess 
Bonenberry, 
Kathryn 
Schaefer, 
Pat Starmer, 
Rae Feiler 
and Norma 
Waterman, circa 
late 1940s. Lynn 
Waterman Murphy 

Watermen’s Bar women’s suffleboard tream 
jersey patch, circa late 1940s. Rae Feiler
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Dancers at the New Year’s Eve party at Waterman’s Bar, circa late 1940s. 
Mary Feiler

New Year’s Eve parties were held at the tavern every year.
Waterman removed the small bedroom that Bill Herling, 

Sr. had built next to the back door to allow for more space for 
customers and a beer cooler. 

One of the Waterman’s long-time bartenders and close 
friend was Werner “Peg” Feiler (b: 1909; d: 04/08/1972) who 
left Waterman’s to sell real estate and work as a home building 
contractor. Feiler then purchased Ballweg’s Restaurant, at 4506 
Verona Road just beyond the West Beltline Highway. He opened 
the business as Feiler’s Supper Club in 1966. Feiler’s Restaurant 
was a classic super club that was in business for fifty years until 
it closed in January 2016. 
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Waterman’s 
Bar business 
card, front 
(left) and  
back (right), 
circa mid-
1940s. 
Westmorland 
History Committee 
archives

The bartender’s poem 
inside the Waterman’s 
Bar business card. 
Lynn Waterman Murphy 
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Waterman’s Bar ad in the 
Westmorland directory, June 
1950. Westmorland History 
Committee archives
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Frequently the Watermans enjoyed winter vacationing in 
the warm climate of Mexico. Peg and Rae Feiler often accompa-
nied them on these driving vacations. In January 1953, the Wa-
termans made the decision to sell the tavern business and per-
manently move to Tucson, Arizona where they purchased the 
Riviera Motor Lodge at 515 Casa Grande Highway (the street 
name has since been changed to Miracle Mile Strip). The motel 
building still exists today as a nightly motel and monthly room 
rental business.

Bob and Norma Waterman’s going-away party held at the Cuba Club 
Supper Club. Note the model of their new business, the Riviera Motor Lodge, 
in Tuscon Arizona, February 1953. Lynn Waterman Murphy.
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Frank Vitale & Joe Namio, 1953-1960

Frank Vitale (b: 10/30/1909; d: 08/02/1981) was born in 
Madison. He served in World War II and held numerous jobs 
while in the service. He was a bartender at the Ideal Bar at 
1968 Atwood Avenue for many years before he purchased Wa-
terman’s Bar in February 1953. Frank and his wife, Rose, lived 
at 4338 Odana Road in the Westmorland neighborhood from 
around 1966 until Rose sold the house in 1982 after Frank’s 
death. 

Joe Namio (b: 09/13/1916; d: 08/29/2006) was born in Sic-
ily, Italy and emigrated to the USA with his parents at the age 
of twelve in 1928. The family settled near relatives in the Green-
bush neighborhood. Namio graduated from Madison Central 
High School in 1935. After serving in the military during World 
War II, he returned to Madison. Namio, his wife Caroline and 
their young family lived at 534 Toepfer Avenue in the late 1940s. 
He worked as a barber and then as an insurance salesman. 

In 1953, the brothers-in-law (Vitale’s sister, Caroline, was 
married to Namio) made the decision to purchase Water-
man’s Bar from Bob Waterman and entered the bar business as 
co-owners. They changed the name of the tavern to the Village 
Bar. The name was a good fit with the surrounding business-
es--the Village Drug store at 404 Glenway Street and the IGA 
Village Food Store at 3809 Mineral Point Road.
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Village Bar ad in the Westmorland directory, 1959. 
Westmorland History Committee archives

The front and back 
of a Village Bar 
drink chip, circa 
1955. Rich Tate



19

A Westmorland Water ing Hole

Vitale and Namio worked 
together as partners until 1960 
when Namio, who always 
wanted to own a supper club, 
made the decision to purchase 
the Sherwood Forest Supper 
Club at 2040 South Park Street 
in 1961. He initially used the 
name Namio’s Sherwood For-
est Dinner Club but eventually 
changed the name to Namio’s 
Dinner Club specializing in 
his signature Italian dishes.

Namio continued to own 
and operate the supper club 
until 1988 when he sold the 
business. Under new manage-
ment, the supper club only 
lasted four years and closed 
in 1992.

Namio’s Dinner 
Club ad in 
the Madison 
telephone 
directory, 1968. 
Ann Waidelich

Joe Namio, date unknown. 
Spaghetti Corners, Catherine Tripalin Murray, 
May 2011
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Frank Vitale, 1960-1978 

Vitale continued to operate the bar for another 19 years 
after his partnership with Joe Namio ended. 

The Village Bar became a popular gathering place for 
golfers after they completed their rounds at the Glenway Golf 
Course directly across the street. Customers sitting at the bar 
could view the first tee and the ninth hole of the golf course and 
often commented on the golfers teeing off or approaching the 
ninth green and putting out to end their round. 

Vitale began the popular Village Bar Open golf outing in 
1976 with around 100 golfers taking part. 

Vitale made numerous improvements while he owned 
the bar.

•  Installed a new side door and platform to the parking 
lot–1963,

•  Installed paneling on the west wall covering up the orig-
inal wallpaper on the wall–1963,

•  Replaced the original two windows behind the bar with 
three picture-windows–1963,

•  Added a vestibule with two doors at the parking lot side 
door and concrete steps–1967, and

•  Replaced the rear-door wooden porch–1976.

Vitale sold the business and retired at age 69 in 1978. He 
passed away a short time later in 1981. 
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The 1st Annual Village Bar Open at Glenway Golf Course. Shown (L-R) are Rod 
Gallagher, Chuck Rolfsmeyer, Mike Cantwell and Bob Erickson, 1976. 
Mark Kampa, Village Bar
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Village Bar menu, circa 
late 1970s. Mark Kampa, 
Village Bar

Village Bar ad in the 
Westmorland directory, 
1969–1970. Westmorland 
History Committee archives
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When Leo Castle returned to Madison from military service 
in 1960, he worked as a bartender at Bob & Gene’s neighbor-
hood bar at 619 University Avenue, the site of the current Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Fluno Center (601 University Avenue), the 
UW’s School of Busi-
ness Center for Pro-
fessional and Exec-
utive Development. 
Leo and Jan met 
at the bar, married 
in 1962 and lived 
in an apartment 
above the bar for 
several years. Four 
years after Leo be-
gan working at the 
tavern, Leo and Jan 
became partners 
with Gene Storm 
in the business in 
1964.

The Village Bar-
Jan & Leo Castle, 1978-1999 

UW’s School of Busi-
ness Center for Pro-
fessional and Exec-
utive Development. 
Leo and Jan met 
at the bar, married 
in 1962 and lived 
in an apartment 
above the bar for 
several years. Four 
years after Leo be-
gan working at the 
tavern, Leo and Jan 

The fi nal days of Bob 
& Gene’s Tavern, 
1978. The Daily 
Cardinal, 07-28-1978 
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The Castles bought out Storm in June 1972 and ran the bar 
until the City of Madison Redevelopment Authority purchased 
the business in 1978 for a future urban renewal project that 
never occurred. The UW eventually purchased the site and the 
Fluno Center was built in the 600 block of University Avenue 
and opened in March 2000. 

The Village Bar during 
the record snowfall 
winter of 1978–1979. 
Leo Castle

The Bob & Gene’s 
Tavern sign hangs 
over the front door at 
the Village Bar, 2017 
Tom Martinelli

The Castles purchased the Village Bar from Frank Vitale in 
May 1978 and opened on Memorial Day of that year. The old 
Bob & Gene sign that once hung over the entrance to the bar 
on University Avenue now hangs inside the Village Bar over the 
front entrance in memory of the old location.
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Jan and Leo Castle at the Village Bar 
grill, 2017. Tom Martinelli

Jan could always be found at the Village Bar grill during 
the day preparing hamburgers, sandwiches, and fries while Leo 
was ever present at the bar delivering a cold glass of beer or 
drinks. Jan also had the distinction of being the first female 
bartender at the Village Bar.

Village Bar ad in the Westmorland 
directory, 1989–1990. Westmorland 
History Committee archives

Former Wisconsin Governors Pat Lucey and Tony Earl were 
occasional customers at the bar.

Some of the popular bartenders that worked for the Castles 
during that time were Del Littel, Don Jensen, Don Richardson, 
Donnie Meyer, Gary (Butch) Meyer, Don (Spider) Collins, Rich 
Tate, and Mark Kampa. 

The Castles continued the popular Village Bar Open golf 
outing for the twenty-two years that they owned the business. 
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The outing became so popular that by 1984 over 160 golfers 
participated every summer including a dozen local professional 
golfers. Jan prepared all the food needed for the outing. Even-
tually, the Castles had to place a limit on the number of golfers 
that could register at seventy-two. 

They also sponsored city recreational league softball, base-
ball, basketball, and bowling teams for many years.

Bartender Del Littel was the leader of the “Annual Alumi-
num Can Party.” Littel collected empty aluminum beer and 
soda cans at the bar and turned them in at the recycling center 
for cash. Littel put the money towards free beer and Jan pre-
pared extra food and a customer appreciation party started.

The Castles also held an annual Village Bar picnic every 
summer at Westmorland Park just a few blocks down the street. 

Over the years, Castle made some major improvements to 
the bar.

•  Removed original wooden siding, added insulation, and 
installed vinyl siding–1982, 

•  Removed the roof dormers and reconfigured and shin-
gled the new roof structure–1982, 

•  Removed the hallway to the rear door–1987, 
•  Repaneled the west-side walls–1987, and
•  Replaced the three picture-windows behind the bar with 

insulated double-pane windows–1987.

The bar was frequently mentioned in newspaper and mag-
azine articles. 

In his Diner’s Scorecard column, writer Bill Wineke stated:

I suppose everyone has his own ideas about where the best ham-
burger in town is served; mine is the Village Bar. (Wisconsin State 
Journal, June 8, 1980)

Jane Brown Langen wrote in an article titled “A Neighbor-
hood Relic” in Top Shelf: The Official Publication of the Tavern 
League of Wisconsin: 
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 A Village Bar drink chip, 
circa 1990s. Mark Kampa

Believe me, this is no cocktail lounge. They don’t even have drink 
specials. People are the specialty at the Village Bar. Everyone in the 
place seems to know each other. (Top Shelf Magazine, February 1984)

When the popular television show Cheers was going off 
the air in 1993, Mike Hall wrote a front-page article entitled 
“Where Everybody Knows Your Name”:

Why does the Village Bar attract the regulars? “I think they 
come for the bartenders. It’s who you have behind the bar,” Jan Cas-
tle said. “I think it means a lot when you know their name.” (The 
Capital Times, May 19, 1993)

Columnist Doug Moe followed up with a front-page article 
entitled “Madison’s Best Neighborhood Bars” in 1997 in which 
he said:

The Village has a number of the attributes of a great neighbor-
hood bar---good burgers for under three bucks, a menu on the wall, 
inexpensive taps----and it also has a colorful history (The Capital 
Times Weekender, November 15-16, 1997).
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Moe wrote another article for his The Talk column in 1999 
when the Castles announced that they had sold the business:

Because it is a comfortable place, with a West High basketball 
schedule on the wall, good food on the grill, and a view of the golf 
course from the bar, the Village’s mix includes guys in work shirts, 
executives in suits, families, card players, golfers, students-just about 
everybody over the years (The Capital Times, December 14,1999) 

In 1999, the Castles made the decision to retire and to sell 
the business to long time bartender Mark Kampa. The sale was 
finalized on January 2, 2000. 
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Mark & Karen Kampa, 2000-Present

Mark Kampa had already worked as a bartender for the 
Castles since 1988 when he took over the business in 2000 so 
he was aware what had 
to be done to continue the 
neighborhood bar tradi-
tion begun by the Herlings 
in 1933. While Mark man-
ages the bar on site, his wife 
Karen contributes to the 
bar by paying the bills for 
the business, occasionally 
working behind the bar and 
preparing homemade chili 

Mark Kampa working 
the grill during the 
lunch hour, 2017. 
Tom Martinelli

Cole (12), Karen and 
Cyrus (13) Kampa 
behind the bar, 2017. 
Karen Kampa 

Mark Kampa working Mark Kampa working 
the grill during the 
lunch hour, 2017. 
Tom Martinelli

Cole (12), Karen and 
Cyrus (13) Kampa 
behind the bar, 2017. 
Karen Kampa 

Mark Kampa working 
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to serve at the bar. Leo Castle did not stay retired for long. He 
returned to work the grill for Kampa during the lunch hour for 
two days every week. Kampa also has appreciated the dedica-
tion of his long-time bartenders, Rich Tate, Tom Strohm and 
Ben Browning. 

Numerous well-known Wisconsin celebrities have visited 
the bar including Green Bay Packer legend Fuzzy Thurston, 
former Packer quarterback Lynn Dickey, Governor Tony Earl, 
Olympic speed skater Casey FitzRandolph, alternate rock band 
Garbage, and former UW and current Dallas Cowboy football 
player Travis Frederick.

Football fans gather at the Village Bar to cheer on the Badgers during the Big 
Ten championship game, December 3, 2016 Tom Martinelli



31

A Westmorland Water ing Hole

On a Friday in September 
of 2005, comedian Jerry Sein-
feld was in Madison for two 
shows at the Overture Cen-
ter that night. Arriving early 
on Friday, he and a couple of 
friends went to an afternoon 
movie and then asked their 
limo driver where they could 
get a good cheeseburger. The 
driver suggested the Village 
Bar. Seinfeld stayed at the bar 
for an hour, talked to owner 
Kampa and autographed a 
menu. The event is remem-
bered in a framed shadow box 
hanging on the basement door. 

In the fall of 2011 on a 
Badger football Saturday, The 
Travel Channel series “Burgerland” with hamburger expert 
George Motz came looking for the brick cheese and fried onions 
hamburger served at the bar. The show’s crew spent seven hours 
at the bar filming for the couple of minutes of television time. 
The finished version of the show was shown for the first time on 
the Travel Channel on September 2, 2012. 

The two minute and thirty second video is posted at:

www.travelchannel.com/shows/burger-land/ 
video/wisconsin-burger-perfection 

Comedian Jerry Seinfeld’s visit to the 
Village Bar in 2005 is celebrated in a 
framed display at the bar. Tom Martinelli



32

The Vi l lage Bar

Kampa replaced the long-time tables and chairs in the bar 
around 2005 with eight glass-topped display case memorabilia 
tables displaying Kampa’s various collections. Each table has 
its own theme-Badgers, Packers, Brewers, old baseball cards, 
Coke-Cola, truck banks and Prez candy dispensers. 

Many other improvements have been made to the bar 
since 2000.

•  Installed new front and side window awnings in 2003 
and 2006,

•  Refinished the bar with a new wooden front and bar rail 
and a copper bar top in 2005, and

•  Added a back porch and steps for an outdoor smoking 
area in 2006.

• Replaced the old tile floor with laminated pine boards in 
2017.

The Village Bar features glass-topped shadow box 
memorabilia tables containing various collections.  
Tom Martinelli



33

A Westmorland Water ing Hole

Kampa continued the Village Bar Open golf outing until 
2006. 

The golf outing was then replaced by the annual Westmor-
land Neighborhood Association Golf Benefit outing in 2009 
which the Village Bar continues to support.

The bar also hosts live music sessions two or three times 
a year on Saturday nights featuring The Michael Hanson Jazz 
Group, Excellos with Chris Pauls or other groups. 

The Village Bar continues to be mentioned in local newspa-
per and magazine articles.

A review of the bar appeared on the Madison Bar Tour web-
site in July of 2005:

The Village makes a good burger and has great fries. I also like 
their liver sausage sandwich. Prices are very reasonable. Service at 
the Village is always friendly and accommodating. (www.madison-
bartour.com) 

The Village Bar table menu, 2016. Tom Martinelli
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The Trail of Beers column in The Onion stated:

The Village Bar grills up some of the best cheeseburgers in town-
Jerry Seinfeld enjoyed one while in town for a stand-up show in 2005. 
(The Onion, A.V. Club, October 1, 2009)

The “Let’s eat out for $7.70” column by Stephanie Bedford 
in The Capital Times 77 Square section featured the Village Bar 
in a piece titled “No flash needed for stellar Village Bar burger”: 

Let us now sing the praises of the Village Bar, situated across 
the street from and serving as ad hoc clubhouse for the Glenway Golf 
Course. As stuffy as a private clubhouse can be, the Village Bar is un-
buttoned and laid-back……..Visit the Village Bar and you’ll discover 
what neighbors and golfers have known for decades. The burger is 
like the bar itself: a classic. (Capital Times 77 Square, November, 
17-23, 2011) 

In Rachel Ray’s July/August 2013 issue of her Every Day 
magazine, Madison Chef Tory Miller’s Graz $21 burger was fea-
tured as the best burger in America. But when Miller was asked 
to list his favorite Madison burgers, one of his choices was the 
Village Bar’s brick burger. (Wisconsin State Journal Restaurant 
News column, July 14, 2013)

In an on-line article “13 Under the Radar Restaurants in 
Wisconsin That are Scrumdiddlyumptious”, the Village Bar is 
included with the following comment: 

The kitchen is almost so small as to be nonexistent but the food 
coming out of it is mouthwatering. (www.onlyinourstate.com/wiscon-
sin/under-the-radar-restaurants, December 13, 2016)



35

A Westmorland Water ing Hole

Follow the latest news from the Village Bar at:
https://mobile.twitter.com/TheVillageBar, and

https://www.facebook.com/TheVillageBar

Village Bar ad in 
the Westmorland 
directory, 2009.  
Westmorland History 
Committee archives

Village Bar drink chip, circa 
early 2000s. Tom Martinelli
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